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Jan. 1. It has pleased the God of all power, 
goodness, and mercy to prolong my life, and bring 
ttie to the begionifig of another year. That which 
is passed has been a year of sorrow, may this be 
one of comfort to me and mine ! 

O I-ord, with a grateful heart, I desire to praise 
and bless thy holy name, for all the mercies 
bestowed upon me, and my dear family in the 
course of the last year ; in the course of our earth- 
ly existence. O how numberless, how great, have 
been thy mercies towards us f thou hast seen fit to 
send a heavy affliction upon us ; but how didst 
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thou support us under it ! the loss of such a faoi« 
band, and such a father could not have been borne^ 
as we have borne it, without the aid of thy Holy 
Spirit, but that was graciously and mercifully be* 
stowed. To the end of life, I think, I must feel the 
loss ; to the end of life, I think, I must continue 
to love the late dear partner of all my earthly joys 
and sorrows. I cannot cease wishing again to 
meet him, and to pass an - eternity together with 
liim in thy heavenly kingdom ; but, O gracious 
Father, I love him with no earthly affection ; I 
conceive him to be a happy spirit purified from the 
defilement of sin by the blood of the Redeemer. 
I reflect upon the many virtues he practised while 
on earth ; I wish to imitate those virtues, and to 
obtain the same reward as I trust he through the 
merits of a Saviour (giving efficacy to those vir- 
tues which no humaa .being can practice to per- 
fection) has obtained ; I trust this love is subor* 
dinate, greatly subordinate to the love of thee, my 
God. Did I suppose it not so, I would strive to 
root it out. Kind as this dear husband was to me, 
niuch as I am indebted to him for an uncommon 
degree of love and tenderness, he should not rival 
thee in my affections ; but be was a great benefac* 
tor, a faithful friend, he loved ri^^ I truly believe, 
better than he did liimself, I cannot forget his 
love. 

Blessed Jesus, when Lazarus died, and thoa 
didst behold the grief of his sorrowing sisters, the 
tear of synipathy fell from thine eyes ; surely then 



thou wilt not take offence at th^ tears and sorrows 
of an afflicted widow ; surely thou wilt have com- 
passion on me ; thou wilt intercede for me if my 
grief is excessive. O adorable Saviour, to thee I 
flee ; have compassion upon me ; O strengthen 
my mind, reform what is amiss in me. To thy 
service I devote the remainder of my days ; my 
first and most earnest deisire is to do the will of my 
heavenly Father; to follow thy blessed example; 
to propagate thy h^ly religion ; to assert thy divi- 
nity; to teach the young and ignorant to know 
thee as the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 
My next desire is to see all my own dear children 
walking in thy faith and fear, fulfilling their duty as 
becomes thy disciples. 

My next desire is to see the children of the 
poor improve in godly knowledge and practice. 

And I have still another ardent desire ; that 
the adult poor of this neighbourhood, may under 
thy grace aod benediction become Christians upon 
principle. To accomplish these purposes I would 
willingly devote my time, if I had ability to write, 
but I do not as yet find either my mind or body 
equal to the exertion. 

Let me call to mind the blessings I am now in 
in possession of. At the head of these, let me 
place a sense of the divine favour, a well ground- 
ed hope, that God regards me as his child, for 
Jesus Christ's sake ; an humble persuasion that 
the Saviour of the world reckons me among his 
faithful servants. O what iaestimable blessings 
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are these I praised be the God of all goodness, the 
fountain of these unspeakable, tliese inestimable 
blessings ! may I never forfeit them by disobedi- 
ence ! may I retain them to the end of life ; may 
I carry them out of the world with me ! these are 
not of a perishable nature ; these are the seeds of 
everlasting blessings ! 

I have reason to hope I possess the esteem and 
favourable opinion of many good people ; this is 
by no means a blessing to be disregarded. May 
I not grow vain upon it, but consider it as an in- 
centive to virtuous actions ; may I preserve to the 
end of life a good character, such as my children 
may take comfort from when I am gone down to 
the silent dust ; may they feel an honest pride in 
the fair reputation of their mother, as they and I 
now do, in that of their father. 

I have a happy influence over the minds of many 
poor people, both children and adults. This I 
consider not only as a blessing, but as an honour 
conferred upon me. It is a blessing most un- 
doubtedly, for it is delightful in the exercise of it, 
and there is a great reward annexed to it. It is an 
honour, for it places me in the rank of a chosen 
servant ; I am the handmaid of the Lord ! O what 
are all the titles of earthly grandeur to this! O 
blessed Saviour, I had rather be a door keeper in 
the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
the ungodly ; but divine Providence has allotted 
me ^ more respectable office ; I am often em- 
ployee) to administer to the temporal wants of my 



indigent neighbours, and it is my blest etnplpy- 
rnent to teach the Gospel to the poor! Rejoice, O 
my heart! rejoice with exceeding great joy, in the 
honour bestowed upon thee ! may I be a faithful 
steward, a zealous teacher ! may I be extensively 
useful to the rising generation ; O that I may re- 
cover my strength before 1 go hence and be no 
more seen ! may I live, if such be the will of God, 
to accomplish the religious purposes of my heart. 
I have a family of dutiful, affectionate children, 
what a blessing is this. I have reason to hope, 
that though death must for a time separate us, we 
shall all finally meet, never more to part. O may 
I be thankful for this blessing ; may I try in future 
to enjoy it instead of dwelling upon these reflec- 
tions which embitter life ; and if my dear children 
ever read these pages after I am gone to my long 
home ; if they awaken any tender regrets for the 
loss of an affectionate parent, may they be com- 
forted with the reflection, that by their amiable 
conduct they greatly added to her earthly felicity. 
Yes, my dear children, you have amply repaid 
every maternal care, and if ever it is your lot to 
bear a parent's name, may your children prove to 
you, what you have been to me ; I cannot wish 
you a higher degree of happiness in that relation, 
for it is not attainable upon earth, O may each 
pf you follow my example in this one particulars- 
instill into the minds of your infants as soon as 
reason dawns, the principles of religion, the divii\Q 
W§3siflg wiU accompany your encJeavQurJ^ 



Should prosperity be granted to me and my fa- 
mily, may our inclination to do good continue with 
it, and encrease as bur abundance encreases, or if 
it be the will of God to cloud with, adversity, may 
we all be resigned ! let it be our joint determina- 
tion to be exactly just in all our dealings; to mo- 
derate our desires, to rely on the Providence of 
God, for all good things, and never to think or say 
the power of my handy or my awn wisdom has. 
gotten me this wealth, or gained me this advan^ 



tage. 



I have sober, regular, and I believe faithful 
servants ; this is also a comfort. And I have 
many blessings and comforts besides. Let me 
not then sink into despondency like one forsaken 
of God, because he has seen fit to take my dear 
husband from me, but rather let me rejoice in the 
goodness of my Maker, and endeavour to enjoy 
with a cheerful mind, the blessings and comforts 
in possession. I will do so. I will strive to subdue 
my cares, I therefore, begin the year with joy 
and thanksgivings. 

O Father of mercies continue to me thy favour, 
and I will fear no evil ! Redeemer of mankind, 
continue to me thy love, and I will endeavour to 
follow thy example of patience. 

Jan. 11. On Sunday evening I found myself 
fatigued with teaching the children of the Sunday 
School, and not able to write, I therefore filled up 
the time I usually allot to the continuation of these 
pages, with reading over the transcript of the l^t 



year's Meditations, M-hich raised my soul irom 
earthly cares, and prepared me for reading family 
prayers with fervency and devotion. 

I have had several nights of quiet comfortable 
repose, and though my heart has felt many a pang, 
and my eyes have shed many tears for the loss of 
"my dear husband, I have not given Avay to fruit- 
less sorrow, but have resisted it, I think, as much 
as I could. 

I have been vexed by an obstruction thrown in 
my way, when I was rejoicing in the happy success 
of my plan for getting the poor to attend publick 
worship. But I am not discouraged on this sub-* 
ject, so as to remit my labours.. The greater the dif*: 
ficulties, the greater must be my exertions. While 
I live I will do all in my power to promote the 
religious observance of the Sabbath Day. If my 
life be spared I will try to bring tlie poor to tlie 
Saerament 

I have also had much vexation in the course of 
the last five months from the ill behaviour of the 
parents of the children of the schools. No less^ 
than five of them have taken their girls away* 
One of them yesterday withdrew her children, and 
treated me with the greatest insolence imaginable. 
I was hurt at her ingratitude to me, but that soon 
subsided } I meet with no more than our blessed 
Redeemer taught his disciples to ei^pect ; but I 
^m grieved that my pains to improve two children 
of promising dispositions, and ready capacities^ 
9fe^ after five years instruction, rendered abortive. 



I resolve that the ill treatment I me^ with $YaA\ 
shall not cause me to remit my attention to the 
schools. 

Father of mercies, and God of all consolation^ 
I presume to offer unto thee my humblest tl^anksr 
giving?, for thine ^.bundant mercies liestowed 
upon me, and my phildren. O may we ever 
be grateful to thee j naay wa Mriye to do thy 
blessed wilj. 

Saviour of mankind. I beseech thee, look with 
compi^s^ion aqd tendernes;^ upon me, thy true^ 
though weak disciple. O aqcept my humble 
services, and give efficacy to theni^ I^t not 
$aX.a.n isnatcl^ away those whom we have ga?. 
thered together, but keep then^ safe \n thy fold^ 
jLord, thou knpwest that it is not throqgli care^ 
lessness in me that any of thy lambs i^tray away ; 
I would do my duty ; I wpuld lead them all tq 
thee if I were able to do so ; but the arts of the 
wicked one prevail against me. O may thcfse two 
poor children lately so dear to me, call to mind 
hereafter the lessons I have given then^ ; mdy they 
be awakened to a sense of duty by other means, 
$0 that they be not totally lost ! Lord, I beseech 
^hee to bless my labours, without thy blessing they 
cannot succeed. I wpuld fain pr^ty to dipe witlk 
fervent devotion but a sens^ of weaiinees overii 
powers me; I must yield to it. O Lord, the 
IBarthly body presses down the immortal spirit; 
Iff^t it will not always be so ; I sh^U, I trusty faere^ 
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ftfter, serve and praise thee with unabatii^ vigour, 
ivich unreeakting fervour ! 

AdomWe Saviour, vouchsafe to receive the hO'- 
iMge of a heart most zealously devoted to thee ; 
vouchsafe to bless my labours in thy service. I 
desire as the greatest honour and hap.pinesa I can 
have in this world to be instrumental in the propa- 
gation of thy holy religion. Transporting thou^t t 
I tru* I have already been so, thanksgivings ^ 
Jiiouswd tifoes repeated cannpt exprea^s the jpy of 
my soul in this sefleotion ! Vouchsafe also to ac* 
cept iqy humble endeavours to instruct the poor 
children of this place, and continue to us the 
means of supporting the schools. For my own 
part, I sbpuld think po sacrifices too great for th* 
accomplishment of the important work of teaching 
jthe G ospel to the poor. 

Jan. 24. I had another most comfortable serene 
day, and a night of calm and refreshing repose; 
praised be the Lord, for his merciful kindness ! 

For these last two or three days I have felt more 
sdf approbation than u^ual I am desirous of* 
p<3«jsiderii[ig it as prQceediog. from the tesj:imqny 
0f a good Qonscienufijj and a sfnse of the favour <rf 
j3od; O that 1 may ju^ge rightly in this tpatter ! 
Jf my ways are jpleasipg to t^iee*, O I/)rd, an4 
this ^weet peace is. the reward- thou bqslpwest upon 
me t\iy huoible, hot iaithfiil s^ry^at, for ipy weak 

eiid€ia,vom:& to dp J»y cjuty, vouchsafe to continue 
jt ; if it is the effwt pf ymity or of spiritual pride^ 
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quench it I beseech thee. O God, I would suffer 
any thing either of body or mind (thy grace assist*- 
ing me) rather than grow conceited, and vain of 
my own righteousness. Lord Jesus, to thee alone, 
I look for justification ; on thy merits are all my 
hopes of Salvation founded. 

I hear with great concern that the King of 
France is put to death by bis rebellious subjects ; 
May the Supreme Disposer of all events, who for 
wise reasons no doUbt, has suffered this unhappy 
sovereign to fall by the hands of his enemies; 
defend our gracious King from all wicked schemes 
that are forming against his throne and govern* 
ment ! and may the Almighty preftsrv^hese king^ 
doms from the machinations of foreign powers, 
and internal foes ! may true religion Dourish and 
encrease more and more, and engage the blessing 
of Heaven ! 

Merciful and gracious Father, thou knowestmy 
poor frail heart better than I know it myself; all 
its weaknesses are known to thee ; I presume not 
to repine that thou hast seen fit to take from 009, 
my dear husband ; I know that all thy ways are 
just and good ; I doubt not, but that in this dis- 
pensation thou hast shown mercy both to him and 
tome; him thou hast removed from a state of 
pain and trouble, the stroke of death to all appear** 
ance was gentle : I do not wiih hiqi back again. 
To me tliou bast shown f^bupdfint mercy 4q 
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strengthening me to bear this afflicting loss; 
praised and adored be thy name, O Lord, for thy 
great goodness to me on this trying occasion. 
The gratitude I feel is too great for expression, 
but to thee it is known ; vouchsafe to continue to 
me thy loving kindness. O Lord, though I retain 
this affectionate remembrance of my dear departed 
husband, though I love my children with the ut- 
most degree of maternal affection ; yet J trust I 
love tliee still more ; I trust I love thee with all 
my heart, and with all my soul, and with all my 
strength. 

O Lord, I hope that my dear husband is among 
the redeemed and sanctified ; among the spirits of 
Just men ^anadj perfect ; among those who to all 
eternity will do thy blessed will. With no earthly 
affection do I love him, but I hope in some degree 
as angels love each other in that blest state in 
which none marry, or are given in marriage. 

Divine Saviour ! Friend of human kind. 
Thou knowest how anxious I am to shew forth 
thy glory; thou knowest how earnestly I wish 
to guard young minds against the false doc- 
trines of those who deny thy divinity ; who rank 
thee with mere human beings. O that thou 
wouldst grant me this honour, the highest that 
my soul ^spires to in this world : O that thou 
wouldst vouchsafe to bless my labours. Adorable 
Saviour, one of the Prophets inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, said ^* those that turn many to righteous- 
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uess sh^ll shine forth in the kingdom of thy Father, 
like ^rs in the firmament" O that I had power 
and ability to do this* Lord, I would labour day 
E^nd night to effect it ; no tcAl should I think too 
great that my weak frame would sustain to ac* 
complish it. But thou knowest best what I am fit 
for, and if thou deniest me this honour, thou wilt 
I am (jonfident accept my earnest desire with 
fqueil kindness as thou wouldst the performance of 
It ; wh^t I have done towards it, is laid before 
thee ; 1 have offered it at thy Altar. Dispose oif 
it as thou se,est fit ; O had I lived at the time 
when thou wast upon earth, perhaps thou wouldst 
bavq allowed me to sit at thy feet like Mary, 
Blessed Lord, when shall I behold thy glorious 
face ? when shall I approach thy presence ? Let 
me claim a share in thy divine promises, a disciple's 
share. Grant me thy peace while I remain in 
this world ; prepare for me a mansion in the kingr 
dpm of .thy heavenly Father, May I be amongst 
those whom thou wilt, at thy second coming, own 
^s thy most faithful servants ! Lord, thou knowest 
that I love thee ! thou knowest that with gratitude 
unutterable, I arp sensible of thine infinite com-p 
jMissipn to a lost race. That I place my whole 
dependence for Salvation upqq thy merits. Thou 
knowest how earnestly I wbh to be guided con- 
stantly by the Holy Spirit ! 

O Divine Spirit ! Spirit of the everlasting Fa-^ 
tber ! Spirit of the Son of God ! vouchsafe tq 
^esp^nd upon me ! my heart is defiled with mm^ 
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sins, but it wishes to be cleansed ; it desffes to be 
the temple of thy holy residence ; as fcir as its 
weak powers can do, it will cast out every thought 
and desire that is offensive to thy holiness, but 
without thy aid it can do nothing. Descend, O 
divine Spirit! Cleanse and purify my heart; O 
that it could retain the purity which thou bestow-* 
est ; but it is too apt to resist thy godly motbns ; 
to thee I now resign it ! — — — — — 

Jan. 28. After a night of refreshing sleep I am 
risen from my bed with a determination to pursu<5 
my works for the benefit of the poor. May thei 
blessing of the Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, attend me. To the Providence of God I 
humbly commit all my concerns both temporal 
and spiritual. 

Jan. 29. By this day's post I had a most ac- 
ceptable letter from the Bishop of St. David's * 
which has revived my hopes concerning my publi- 
cations for the poor ; my heart truly rejoices in thd 
hope that tny adorable Saviour has hearkened to 
my humble petitions, and that he will graciously 
accept the offering I have made of my labours in 
the glorious cause of his religion. I can truly say 
that I have more delight in the hope of being thus 
owned as his disciple, than I could have had were 
all the riches and honours of tbe world bestowed 
upon me. 

♦ Hwsfey* 
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O beloved Saviour, continue to bless me with 
thy favour ; O prosper my handy w ork ; enaploy 
mc in thy service ; thou knowest the earnest de- 
sire of my soul ; thou knowest the zeal vi^ith which 
my heart now glows ; if there be any sparks of 
pride and vanity mixed with it, quench th^m by 
thy Holy Spkit O that my heart may be puri- 
fied from every base alloy ! that it may be unde- 
filed ! Lord Jesus 1 most fervently do I desire to 
assist in making the truths of thy glorious Gospel 
known to the poor ; refuse not my humble ser- 
vices : with my whole heart do I wish to serve 
thee; reject not my humble petitions ! Lord I 
hope I am not high-minded ; I hope I do not 
occupy myself in matters that are too high for me j 
I hope I already understand thy precepts ; but I 
will not rest here O Lord ; I will study thy word 
night and day, to qualify myself for the blessed 
work I desire so ardently to perform ;' I will not 
set about it with the pride of human reason, but 
with all humility of mind, praying for the aid of 
the holy Spirit ; I will banish all selfish views ; T 
will strive to keep my heart fi*om aspiring after the 
applauses of weak mortals ; I will endeavour to 
keep myself from being lifted up, should I even 
obtain the. praises of those who are eminent for 
piety and learning. Lord I know thou rejectest 
the proud, but givest grace unto the humble. I 
will strive to be humble and lowly ; may my en- 
deavours be assisted by the Holy Spirit To thee 



I commit my cause, O Uessed Redeemer j i£ 
thou'seest fit to disappoint my bopes^ teach me to 
be contented. 

Feb. 2. For the three last days I have been so 
fully occupied with writing to the Bishop of • 



— and others^ concerning my books for the 
poor, that I have had no time to write my Jour- 
nal ; my health in the mean while has been better 
than for some time past, and I am in hopes that 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
will adopt my books. But it is still a doubt with 
me, whether it will do so or not, though they go 
very powerfully recommended. I will endeavour 
to prepiu*c my mind for a disappointment. But it 
will be a very great one, for my scheme, without 
its aid, will fall to the ground. At present, I hope 
my mind is, in respect to them, in a very proper 
temper : I hope I have no self-interested views 
beyond those of obtaining the approbation of my 
divifie Lord, and the good opinion of his faithful 
.servants. I trust I shall not be lifted up if my 
wishes be answered, and I will endefivour not to 
be cast down should they be frustrated. To thee, 
O blessed Saviour, I commit my cause ; it is thy 
honour I have in view. O vouchsafe to accept 
my humble services ! 

Feb. 5. This is the day that is to determine the 
success of the plan I have formed for the improve* 
tnent of the education of the poor ; desirous 9^ J 
am that it should be adopted by tbe Society for 
promotbg Christian Knowledgei X feel at present 
5 
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very catth and easy about it, and I hope \ sha^ 
continue to do so ; the honour of my Saviour, and 
the good of the poor, are the sole ends I have ini 
view. O merciful Father, vouchsafe to bless my 
endeavours to assist in propagating the Gospel of 
thy dear Son. 

Blessed and, adorable Saviour, look with pity I 
most humbly beseech thee, on me thy poor weak 
disciple. Lord, if I thought I was acting contrary 
to my duty in thus indulging my regret for the loss 
of my dear departed husband, I would not do it. 
If I know my own heart, dear as this affection is 
to it, I would pluck it out and cast it from me, if 
it rivaled that to which thou hast a superior 
claim. Divine Lord, adorable Saviour, merciful 
Redeemer, Son of God, I am ready to obey thee 
in all things to the best of my power. O vouch- 
safe to bless my labours for the instruction of the 
poor, and I will bid adieu to every indulgence that 
may interfere with the exercise of them, 

O eternal and all merciful Father, I acknow^ 
ledge my transgressions ; I am sorry for my sins j 
I implore thy forgiveness for Jesus Christ's sake. 

O Lord God Almighty send down, I beseech 
thee, thy blessing upon my dear cbildrenr. O keep 
them .stedfast in the path of duty by thy grace, and 
if any should swerve filom it, vouchsafe to call 
.them back by thy restraining and correcting grace. 
O Lord, I beseech thee, preserve from all the pe- 
rils of child-bearing my dear daughter. O may I 
with joy embtace the child of my child. If it seesr 
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the light, indy it be thine from the boiir of i $ 
birth ! 

Feb. 15; I have for the last three or fo ir da)^s 
been Occupied with my writings for the instruct! ri 
of the poor, with which I am determined to go ott» 
notwithstanding all discouragements. 

Praised be thy name, O Lord, for the mercici 
which thou hast vouchsafed to me in the week past, 
particularly for thy great goodness to my dear 
son. O Lord, I am not worthy of the least of 
all thy mercies. I feel most sensibly thine abun- 
dant kindness. O that I could make an accepta- 
ble return. I do not, I hope, go presumptuously 
out of the way of thy commandments^ though I 
too often fall into sin, I love thee with a perfect 
heart, serve thee with a willing mind j but 1 
cannot always pray to thee as I wish to do, I can- 
not at all times pour forth thy praises with that 
ardour which becomes thy devoted servant. O 
Lord, may I but find admittance after this life into 
the Kingdom of thy dear Son ; afnd I will Join with 
the heavenly host in those divine Hallelujahs whidi 
are sung to the honour of thee and of the Lamb 
that was slain. 

O blessed Saviour, Son of the Father, have 
compassion upon me ! Thou knowest tlie weakness 
and infirmity of my heart. Thou knowest my zeal for 
thy service. My love for the poor children whom 
I wish to train in thv faith and fear. Mv true re- 
gard for the honour of thy name. I-ord Jesus 
have compassion upon me ; O send me strength 
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from above ; keep alive in my heart the flame o 
devotion, without which 1 am as it were dead. I 
love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. All my delight is in the saints that are 
upon the earth, and in such as excel in virtue. I 
dct not my affections on things below, but upon 
things above ; upon the treasures and riches of thy 
eternal kingdom ; of that kingdom in which I hope 
to see the glory of my heavenly Father ; to be- 
hold thy face; to dwell with angels and the spirits 
of just men made perfect. O that I may among 
the latter find my dear departed husband and 
children ! O that the rest of my dear family who 
are now sojourning with me upon earth may be 
finally added to that blessed society. Lord, that 
we may attain this inconceivable felicityi vouch- 
safe to guide and direct our steps in the ways of 
godliness. Send to us thy Holy Spirit to purify 
and sanctify us, to strengthen and comfort us ! 

Blessed Saviour, thou knowest the very fervent de- 
sire which I have to be instrumental to the propa- 
gation of thy holy religion. If I am a fit instru- 
ment, vouchsafe to employ me. If I am not, en- 
due me with patience to bear the disappointment. 
Never, never did I more earnestly desire any thing 
since I have been in this world, than to contribute 
towards the improvement of the children of the 
poor ; surely thy first disciples could not feel a 
greater desire ; O Lord they were poor illiterate 
men, yet so far from despising them, thou didsfe^ 
bestow upon them the richest spiritual gifts. I do 
not covet such endowments as theirs. I do not ex- 
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pect such extraordinary illumination. I only de- 
sire to instil into the minds of the young and the 
poor those doctrines which thy apostles have given 
to the world in their writings. I will lay aside all 
pride of humaa reason ; I will study the word of 
God, and hope for the aid of the Holy Spirit in 
my attempts to explain it. Gracious God, if I 
ask any thing amiss, forgive me, and grant me an 
interest in the atonement which thou hast made 
for the sins of mankind. — — — — — 

I hope it is not wrong indulging the remem- 
brance of my dear husband, for I am confident 
that the affection I feel for him is perfectly con- 
sistent with the love of God. It is pure and spiri- 
tual. If I did not think his soul was righteous in 
the sight of God, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, I would endeavour to wean my affections 
from him; but if death is onlv the introduction to 
another mode of existence, which I shall in my 
turn enter upon, and the mutual love we felt for 
each other was such as ought to be between hus- 
band and wife, why should 1 try to obliterate it ? 
The desire to rejoin a beloved husband is an ad- 
ditional motive to endeavour to secure the happi- 
ness of heaven. And how is this to be secured ? 
This I very well know, and I trust I shall faith- 
fully practice it : 1 must love God above all 
things, I must love my neighbour as myself. 

O stupendous, most excellent and wonderful Je- 
hovah ! whether I contemplate thee as Father, Son^ 
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ot" Holy Ghost, I adore, I honour, I love thee 
with all my heart, with all my soul, and with all 
my strength. O Lord, how greaf, how good, how 
wise, hovV. powerful, how bountiful, how gra- 
cious, how merciful art thou ! my soul at this in- 
stant feels for thee sentiments of adoration, love, 
and gratitude inexpressible. But thou canst see 
it ! O how earnestly do I desire to obtain thy fa- 
vour; how do I hope to be, admitted hereafter to 
thy glorious presence ; what delight have I in thy 
commandments ! how dearly do I prize the reve- 
lations of thy will ; how firmly believe in thy pro- 
mises! how greatly do I fear thy threatenings • 
Lord I most earnestly wish to cast out of my heart 
every thing that is offensive to thee ! I lament that 
I cannot at all times keep up the flame of devotion 
M'hich at this time glows in my heart. But alas ! 
how long will this fervour of devotion last ? a few 
short minutes perhaps ; O that I could keep it 
eternally ; surely it is a foretaste of the joys of 
heaven f Merciful and gracious Father, before it 
sinks into languor, accept my thanksgivings and 
praises ! O Lord God of hosts, accept the praises 
of a poor weak mortal ; what have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is nothing upon earth I desire in 
comparison oi thee ; glory to God in the highest T 
O Lamb of God, Son of the Father, graciously 
accept my praises and thanksgivings; thou art 
great and glorious ; begotten of the Father before 
all worlds; very God of very God; King of 
' kings, and" Lord of lords; the ^Saviour and Re- 
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deemer of a lost work! ; my Lord and- my God, 
iny Saviour and Redeemer. I thank thee, O Lord^ 
most mighty for thy goodness in redeeming a lost 
race. I thank thee for the pattern of perfect vir- 
tue which thou gavest in human nature. I thank 
thee for causing thy Gospel to be written. I thank 
thee for the comfortable hopes I derive from that 
blessed Gospel. I thank thee for the honour thoa 
hast bestowed upon me in allowing me to be in^ 
strumental in spreading the knowledge of it. O 
continue to me thy loving-kindness ; vouchsafe to 
accept my services; employ me, blessed Lord, 1 
most humbly beseech thee; O cast me no£ off; 
turn not away thine ear frou) my humble petition^ 
Lord, if faith can recommend me, 1 trust I shall 
find acceptance ; Lord, I as firmly believe all thof, 
is recorded in Scripture concealing thee as if I had 
been an eye-witness of it. Every word that tho\i 
bast made known concerning the redemption of 
mankind I as firmly believe as I believe that I am 
now alive; I see them all as realities with my 
mind's eye- O according to my faith be .it unt^ 
me! 

O divine Spirit 1 my faith in thee is equal tp 
that which I feel respecting the Patl^er and the 
Son. I believe that there is a Holy Spirit as firm- 
ly as I believe that I have a soul. I believe that 
thou art the Sanctifier and Comforter; how hast 
thou renewed, refreshed, sanctified, and comforted 
me; but let me remember that faith without 
works is dead: adorable Trinity ! in whose namp 
WJis bapti e ed, whatever works thou requirest of 
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me I will strive to do. I will obey thee, O Father, 
I will honour thee, O Son ; I will yield myself to 
thy guidance, O Holy Ghost ; may I be enabled 
to fulfil these resolutions ; may I improve by di- 
vine grace in every Christian* virtue. 

Having prayed for myself^ I now presume t& 
offer my intercessions for my dear family. A hus- 
band I no longer have : but he wants not the 
prayers of a poor mortal. O Lord, I beseech 
thee to bless uiy dear children; preserve them 
from all evil, particularly from sin. Let not one 
of them be drawn away from thee ; give to every 
one of them grace to serve and obey thee ; with- 
draw their minds from earthly trifles, and fix them 
wpon heavenly things. Lord ! with reluctance I 
quit this holy exercise ; this delightful occupation ; 
this heavenly work ! O while I pray with my fa- 
mily keep up this spirit of devotion. 

March 5. Gracious Father, I most humbly be^ 
seech thee to prosper the journey I am about to 
undertake, and permit me to return in health and 
safety to my dear family ; and O, during my ab- 
sence from them, bless and preserve my dear chil- 
dren, that we may have a happy meeting ; pardon 
the tears that now fall at the recollection of my 
last sorrowful journey when I dreaded to meet the 
fJear afflicted Father of my children ; when I re- 
turned witbOMt a beloved son whom I had taken 
to Margate. But I will not give way to unavail- 
ing regrets. My deap child, and my dear hus- 
})md, I hope ar^d trqgt ar^ put: pf thq reach of paja 
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and sorrow. For them it would be sinful to 
grieve, and my own portion of sorrow I must 
strive to bear it with patience, looking forward to 
the eternal world where all is peace and joy.— 
Wherever 1 go, or Mhatever befals me, I will 
strive to act as becomes a child of God, the mem^ 
ber of Christ, the inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
ven : glorious titles ! inestimable privileges I what 
are the triHes of this world in comparison of 

these ! 

Blessed Saviour, I humbly beseech thee to ac- 
cept of my labours, and give efficacy to them- 
Thou knowest how I honour thee, and how I love 
the poor. O give me the blessing of a disciple. 

March 16- Upon my return from Christchurch 

I found my dear H but very indifferent ; 

he is now better, but he has symptoms of con- 
sumption which alarm me very much. O Lord, I 
implore thy mercy and compassion in behalf of my 
dear child, now afflicted with sickness; vouchsafe 
to restore him if thou seest fit to perfect health. 
O for«yive the wish of a widowed mother, that I 
may no more experience the bitter pangs- of losing 
a child ! but thy will not mine be done ! whether 
he live or die I trust he will be thine evermore ! 

March 17. Almighty God, merciful Father, 
what felicities bast thou provided for beings who in 
comparison of thee are nothing ; and is it possible 
that such an insignificant creature as I am can be 
the object of divine regard ? Is it possible that 
tt^ Crc^or and Governor of the Universe will al- 
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iow such a creature to call him Father ; to look tp 
him for blessings in this world ; to hope to be ad* 
uiitted to his presence in heaven? With these 
hopes what should be niy conduct upon earth? 
what must I do to shew my gratitude fpr tlie abun- 
dant kindness of an eternal God? D Lord, hear 
venly Father, I am very sensible that of myself I 
am not able to pleage thee. J kpow and feel my 
impej'fection3. 

Blessed Saviour, vouchsafe to intercede for mq/ 
To t'lee I fly. If I had not thy merits to de^ 
pend upon \vh^t would become of me a miserabliei 
sinner; O Lord, have mercy upon me ! haveme}'- 
cy upon me! speak peace to my troubled soul. O 
that 1 could get the better of etery sin and every 
infirmity ! that I could do the will of my Father 
ivhich is in heaven as it is done by the apgels. O 
that I may be admitted among them ! that I may 
be allowed to approach tlie throqe pf God ; that I 
may behold thee my divine Redeemer. O that I 
may be received by thee as a true and faithful dis- 
.ciple. I will strive .to be faithful till death. May 
J attain to the crqwn of life. Accept my services, 
O Lord, I offer them with an hujifible mind, not 
in the pride of human reason ! 

O Lord God Almighty, I now feel that venera- 
tion which becomes a rational creature when nd- 
dressing thee, the Lprd of glory. My ^spirit hum- 
bles itself before thee ; in all bumijity ^ckqpw- 
ledging tbine infinite greatness, and my ow.n insig- 
nificanco; how wonderful^ how greats hpw exceU 
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server of thousands of worlds ! perhaps of my- 
riads and myriads of intelligent beings beyond the 
reach of thought J O Lord, I love thee with all 
my heart. Merciful Fathev, I am sensible of thine 
abtmdant kindnes3 ; I desire to be obedient to thy 
Jieavenly will. It is a real and a deep affliction to 
me to be conscious that I do not fulfil it better. 
But, O Lord, thou knowest the great infirmities of 
xny own nature ; thou knowest how the earthly 
body presses down the soul that muses upon many 
things ; and I have many things to muse upon* 
May thy Spirit help my infirmities; may thy 
mercy pardpn my omissions and deficiencies^ for 
Jesus Christ's sake. 

Blessed, divine, beloved Saviour, look with thy 
usual benignity upon me thy faithful disciple. 
Lord thou knowest that 1 love thee. Cast m^ 
not axvay from thy presence, but draw me nearer 
to thyself. Let me have the comfort of b^ing 
united to thee. Send to me thy Holy Spirit ; O 
Lord leave me not to myself ; and O that thou 
wouldest be pleased to strengthen me to pursue 
my work, and prosper my labours. Lord there 
is no honour upon earth I desire so much as to 
be among thy chojien servants ; the. teachers of 
thy glorious Gospel. grant to me the longing 
desire of my heart; mak^ me instrumental ta tl^ 
improvement of the rising generation of the poor ; 
let me feed thy lanabs with heavenly food ; thou 
know est^ blessed Lord, how I love thee ; thou know- 
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est how highly I esteem thy word and doctrines. 
Lord I would think no labour too great to accom- 
plish the design I have undertaken ; I will persist 
in defiance of difficulties, if thou wilt vouchsafe to 
strengthen me ; but I am very weak both in body 
and mind. O that I may recover my strength be* 
fore I go hence and am no more seen. O that I 
may be permitted to shew thy glory to this genera- 
tion, and leave behind me a memorial of it for 
those who are yet for to come. Divine Friend of 
human souls, thou knowest the cares which at pre- 
sent assail me. Thanksgivings a thousand times 
repeated be offered to thee for that tranquillity 
which I now enjoy in the midst of them. This can 
be nothing less than the peace of God which pass- 
eth all understanding, that peace which thou didst 
bequeati] to thy faithful disciples bgfore thou didst 
leave this world. — ■ — — — — — — . 

I am not eager after worldly gain ; my desires 
are fixed on heavenly treasures. The trifles of 
this world cannot satisfy an immortal soul. I look 
forward to the joys that are set before me. O that 
I may for the sake of them patiently endure the 
various evils which I must encounter in the road to 
them ; and can I reasonably hope that laden as I 
am with sins and infirmities, I shall rise to the hea* 
venly regions, to the abode of angels, to the pre« 
•^ence of God ? O yes, praised be thy goodness, 
adorable Redeemer, thou hast loosened the burden 
()f my sins^ thoa bast bgrqe my iaiiriiutieS| tho^ 
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hast made the requisite atonement, thou hast 
M^ashed me in thy precious blood. If I continue 
faithful till death, thou wilt give me the robe of 
righteousness. I shall for thy sake be justitied in 
the sight of my heavenly Father. I shall receive 
the crown of glory ; I shall be put in possession of 
an heavenly inheritance ; I shall be happy with 
thee to all eternity. 

Blessing and honour, and power, and dominion, 
be ascribed unto thee, O divine Saviour, adorable 
Jesus, Son of the Father ! Lamb of God ! for thou 
art worthy to receive them ! 

Lord, if I am solicitous that all the world 
should do thee homage, still more anxious am I 
that all belonging to me should be among thy most 
faithful servants. May the blessed Spirit fill their 
hearts with holy love, and fortify them against the 
delusions of Satan. May none of those whom I 
have brought into the world fix their affections on 
the pomps and vanities of it ! let them act and 
think as becomes the citizens of thy heavenly king* 
dom ! and O, if I have the comfort of seeing my 
childrens' children, may they also grow up in thy 
faith and fear ! 

March 30. It is impossible for me to recollect 
all the transactions of the last week. I cannot 
take account of all my thoughts, words, and ac* 
tions, even during the short period of seven days; 
Nay, I should find it difficult to recal to my re* 
membrance those of a single day. Yet they are 
f41 recorded iQ heaven, and wiU be brought fortft 



35 

at the last day to my everlasting comfort-, if they 
have been pleasing to God ; to ray eternal shame 
and misery if they have been wilfully perverse and 
contrary to the divine commandments. Of an 
habitual course of wickedness, thanks to divine 
grace my conscience acquits me ; but in the course 
of seven days I commit numberless sins and of- 
fences ; I do many things that I ought not to do ; 
I leave undone many things that 1 ought to have 
done. O that I could recollect them individually^ 
that I might confess them to my heavenly Father, 
Lord, I do not desire to cloak my offences before 
thy face. I know that my heart is ever open to 
thy all-seeing eye, I know that I xjaaJiide notliing 
from thee ; nor would I deny my faults if it were 
possible to conceal them from thy knowledge. 
When I have offended against thy holy laws, all 
that I can do is to repent of my sins, and confess 
tl?em with a truly penitent heart, and implore thy 
pardon for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Lord, thou s^est the gratitude of my heart which 
I cannot fmd words to express. How true and 
faithful are thy promises! bow just are all thy 
ways. O Lord, I praise, I bless, I magnify thy 
name, for all thy goodness to me and n]ine. Al- 
mighty Friend of the yidow ^nd fatherless, I thank 
thee with niy whole heart ! No worldly afiairs, no 
anxious care shall find admittance to my breast ; 
J commit my cause to th^e. I l^now that thou 
■wilt order all things for the best, Lord, and 
can it be possible tb^t the Qov§i*nor of the; ynU 
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v^rse; the Ci'eator of millions of worlds, will con- 
descend to direct even the worldly concerns of a 
weak mortal ? O yes, not a sparrow falls to the 
ground without him ; the very hairs of our head 
are all numbered ; he constantly watches over his 
faithful servants ; he will not suffer the wicked to 
approach to hurt them ; O the felicity of having 
such a Being for a Friend ! O the misery of having 
such an one for an Avenger ! Lord, thou know- 
cst how greatly I love and honour thee. I love 
thee above all things, even as I trust more than 
life itself. I think I could lay down my life wiU 
lingly rather than lose thy divine favour. Lord, I 
fear thee as much as I love thee. I would not 
willingly throw off my obedience to thy laws for all 
this world can give. Lord, I honour thee with 
my whole heart What have I in heaven but 
thee ; and there is none upon earth that I desire 
in comparison of thee. How insignificant do all 
that is called great and honourable in this world 
appear in comparison of thee, who art the Author 
of all that is truly great and good! not only my 
own worldly affairs, but the cause of the poor 
which I have engaged in, do I confide to thee. O 
Lord, not for my own gratification do I strive to 
gain the approbation of the learned, but as I trust 
with the sole view of promoting the knowledge of 
the Gospel among the poor. If at any time thou 
seest the least spark of vanity or vain-glory arising 
in my mind, quench it instantly by thy Spirit, O 
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keep me humble* Lord, I am truly seosible of my 
own weakness and deficiency. 

April 29^ — — — — .^ — — 
Merciful Father ! God of all power, goodness, and 
holiness; I have confessed my sins unto thee as 
far as I can call them to remembrance ; but I am 
conscious that numberless offences remain buried 
in forgetfuIness« O that I could call them every 
one to mind ! That I could confess them sepa- 
rately, but this I am unable to do. I trust and 
hope that they were sins of infirmity, and that thou, 
in thy infinite compassion, hast vouchsafed to par* 
don them for the sake of thy dear Son, who came 
into the world to expiate the offences of that sinful 
race, to which I belong. Surely, O gracious God, 
the peace and serenity I feel at this instant is an 
earnest of thy divine favour. Suffer me not to 
deceive myself. Lord, if I know my own heart, 
I love, I fear, I reverence, I adore thee most fer- 
vently and unfeignedly. Never am I so truly 
happy as when I can shake off worldly cares, and 
address myself to thee with recollection of 
mind. 

May 15. This is the anniversary of that sad 
day which made a fatal separation betwixt me and 
my dear husband. Yesterday I thought of the 
last day of my dear husband s life, and when I 
went to bed expected that the recollection of the 
parting scene would keep my thoughts waking 
throughout the night. I expected that I should 
wat^r my widowed pillow with my tears, but far 
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otherwise : I felt such inward assurances that the 
dear departed was removed to a happier state, that 
I could not lament his loss : and in a short time 
I sunk into a sweet and peaceful repose, which 
continued till the morning* I rose betwixt six 
and seven with great serenity of mind. I have re- 
solved, if possible, to avoid the interruption of 
company, and to spend my time tliis day in reli^ 
gious meditations, and in paying a tribute of gra^^ 
titude to the memory of my dear husband. 

O merciful Father, I address myself unto thy 
divine Majesty, with a thankful and a grateful 
heart How faithful are thy promises, O Lord ! 
How true is thy word ! A father to the fatherless, 
and a husband to the widow, art thou most assu- 
redly in thy holy habitation ! Thou sawest fit, 
O Lord, by a sudden stroke of Providence, to 
take from my dear children one of the best and 
tenderest of earthly parents ; from me, one of the 
most affectionate and faithful of husbands ; but in 
the very instant at which he was struck by the dart 
of death, thy sustaining hand was extended to us, 
thy comforts were poured into our souls ! I fell 
on my knees before thee, and implored thee to 
enable me to do my duty, in that state of life to 
vi^hich thou wert pleased to call me. I hope and 
trust that I have hitherto conducted myself in my 
widowhood agreeably to thy holy will, as far as 
the great infirmity of my nature would admit. 
Lord, if I have thus done my duty, I ascribe it 
entirely to thy grace and goodness : to thy name be 
5 



the glory. Vouchsafe to accept my sincei'e atid 
hearty thanksgivings for thine abundant kindness 
to me, thine unworthy servant 

O Lord, when troubles encompassed me about, 
when the dear partner of all my joys and sorrows^ 
with whom I had lived for more than half my life, 
lay before me a lifeless corpse, how could I have 
supported my soul without thy all-powerful aid? 
Alas, it would have been too much for humanity 
to bear ; but sustained by thy grace, thoughts such 
as these presented themselves to my mind — " The 
body that is now decaying, will give place to the 
spiritual body, which, through the mercy of Christ 
Jesus, shall rise in incorruption, adorned with eter- 
nal beauty. The soul still lives, it has escaped 
from a world of cares, it shall no more feel the 
pangs of sorrow, the bitterness of grief; it is en- 
tered on a better state of existence, it will be 
cleansed from all impurities in the blood of the 
Lamb, that was slain from the foundation of the 
world." Full of reflections like these, the genuine 
fruits of thy Holy Spirit, O merciful Father, as I 
humbly trust, I was enabled to kneel by the body 
of my beloved, and to pray with resignation. 

When 1 retired at night to my widowed bed, 
I shed many tears, it is true; but they re- 
lieved ray heart, and when I offered up my fer- 
vent supplications to thee, O God of niercy, 
what consolation didst thou instantly aflford 
me! O never, never let me lose the remem- 
brance of thy transcendant goodness. My heart 
4 



S3 

Ttow swells with gratitude too great for expression^ 
Thou, O Lord, canst behold it. O may it be ac- 
ceptable to thee! Sonde bitter pangs I experi- 
enced it is true; but how were they softened by 
thy tender love! O Lord, I acknowledge that 
thou didst show towards me the kindness of a 
heavenly Father. Praised and adored be thy glo- 
rious name, for thy unspeakable mercies. I would 
declare them, but they are more than I am able to 
express. 

Saviour of the world, blessed Jesus, beloved 
Redeemer! how graciously didst thou fulfil thy 
promises, made to thy disciples in thy tender love 
extended to me in this time of my affliction. Thou 
sawest the trouble of my mind, and didst graci-* 
ously calm my Soul. I felt as if thou hadst spoken 
to me the words of consolation, which the Gospel 
afFor<^. I came to thee when I was heavy laden, 
and thou didst refresh me abundantly. What 
am I, that the God of heaven and earth, the eter- 
nal Son of the eternal Father, should so regard me? 
O Lord, thou givest grace to the humble, thoii 
knowest the humility of my soul : I ascribe all to 
thy unmerited goodness ! 

Gracious Father, how great were thy consola- 
tions when I first saw my fatherjess children : not 
giving way to immoderate sprrow, but resigning 
their minds to thy dispensations, striving to sup- 
port me and each other. How did I rejoice in the 
midst of my afflictions, that thou hadst given them 
good dispositions, and that thou didst give me 
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grace to impaitt the knowledge of teXigion to them 
in their earliest years. God of all mercies! vouch- 
safe to receire my most humble, grateful, a»d fef^ 
vent thanksgivings for the in^valuable blessing, of 
good and dut¥ul chiidrenw O maty the present 
generation of my beloved oflfepring continue in thy 
feith and fear, wh^e tliey live upon earth, mtd may 
they be admitted to thy kingdolft of glory here- 
after ! AikI may succeed ing generations, if any 
proceed from them, tread in the same bright patfa^ 
and attains the same ultimarte bliss t O merc^ul 
Father,, adorable Saviour f Spirit of SanetifieatioQ^ 
preserve my whole race from the temptations of 
the evil one. Let none of them be separated from 
thy fold. If any tmhappily stray, bring tliem back, 
O Shepherd of I&rael, bring them back,. And finally 
festore f hem. 

This day finishes the first year of my t^dow^ 
hood : one yecrr have I Kved without the society ©f 
xny beloved husband ; but my gratitude for hi* 
Icindness is utiabated. I lived tiith him nearly 
thirty years ; and they were the happiest years of 
my life, tbough embittered by many cares. Never 
more >shaB I experience sueh days upon earth* 
However, I repine not at the will of heaven. It 
tvas docrbtless best for me that I should be afflicted^ 
and I doubt not but that it was a uaercy to him t» 
be relieved froni the pains and sorrow* of thi^ 
trorld. I cannot thitdc that we wfe separated £or 
ever. 
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t:tnus\ strive to recal the image of my dear 1iq9« 
band to my remembrance. Never may I lose the 
recollection of his placid^ his tender, his affec* 
tionate. look, when he thought I bad done some^ 
thing worthy of praise and commendation. O can 
I ever forget the kind expressions he so frequently 
used towards me. I reflect with delight inexpres* 
sible on the repeated assurances he gave me, that 
I had done my duty as a wife in an acceptable 
manner. I held him in high esteem ; I would not 
have grieved him willingly. I will strive by atten- 
tion to my children, and to all to whom he would 
have wished me to be attentive, to make the best 
return in my power. He, I trust, is removed td 
a state in which my poor services could make no 
addition to his happiness* My company is no 
loss to him : yet I hope he will be glad to meet 
with ifne again. O that it may be my lot to pass 
an etei'iiity with him in the regions of bliss ! 

My health has been but indifferent for some 
days. The fears of sudden death have frequently 
assailed me ; but, I thank God, I have no dread 
of an hereafter. I trust whenever my Lord comes, 
he will $tod vtib \vatQhihg : a profitablt servant I 
cannot be, but I hope I am ci faithful one. 

O great and gl6ribus Lord God Almighty, Maker 
of every thing in heaven and eaftb, I adore thec^ 
•with the most profound vefaeratioh. I acknow^^ 
ledge thine iniinitid goodness and compassion : I 
implore thy forgiveness of all my sins : I humble 
myself before thee^ confessing my uhworthiness. 

Pi? 
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Lo^dj vouchsafe to accept me for my Redeemer^# 
sake. 

. Blessed and adorable SaTiour,^Son of the everlast- 
ing Father, receive, I beseech thee, the willing 
homage of a heart most zealously devoted to thy 
service. Vouchsafe to own me, blessed Lord, a» 
thy disciple, as tliy handmaid. Reject me not, I 
earnestly beg. My cause is in thy bands. O 
deign to prosper it. 

Spirit of Sanctification, vouchsafe to descend 
upon me : I open my heart to receive thee. O 
that it may become the . temple of thy abode ! 
Whatever thou findest amiss ii^ it, cleanse and 
purify by » thy all sanctifying grace. Strengthen 
me, blessed Spirit, to do my duty* O leave me 
not to myself, lest I go astray from, the right. 

path. , . / 

. O holy, blessed, .and glorious Trixiity, f ather^ 
Son, and Holy Ghost, shed thy gracious benedic-*. 
tbn upon me and my family. Preserve us from 
the dangers and temptations of the world. De- 
fend and protect us from all our enemies, spiri-. 
tual and temporal ; and, finally, conduct us tO;. 
thine eternal kingdom. O Lord, I beseech tbeepar- 
ticularly to preserve my dear daughter through all. 
tfae perils of child-bearings and make her in due 
time the joyful mother of a hopeful child,. that it 
may be among thy chosen people I 

June 19. Yesterday the long suspended affair^ 
relating to my books fpr charity-schools, was de- 
termined. The Society for Promoting Christian . 
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Knowledge have adopted them, and I have the 
greatest reason in the world to beliqve that they 
«dU be widely cirpulated. I will proceed with 
humility and zeal, exerting myrbest abilities, re- 
joicing in the favour of the Lord, not coveting the 
iapplanses of mankind* 



ftmv^mmmmimmifmmm 



It has already been noticed, tliai Mrs. Trimmer 
^as honoured by the approbation of several of the 
Pignitaries of the Church, and one letter from the 
venerable Bishop of London has been inserted in 
these pages. The following letter will evince that 
she was happy enough to retain the good opinion 
of his Lordship. In the year 1803, he gave a 
convincing proof of it, by bestowing the living of 
Hestonupon one of her sons, who had entered a 
short time before into the Church. The kihcl and 
condescending manner in which this favour was 
conferred, and the regard the good Bishop paid to 
the comfort of Mrs. Trimmer, by. placing her son 
tiear her, more than doubled the obligatipn, and 
«vas indelibly impressed on her heart, and on the 
fcf arts of all those belonging to her. 
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TO M^. TRIMMER. 

Madam, 

Be pliaased to accepit my best tbankis for your 
yjery valuiU>le and pbUji;.ing present. At "my leir 
sure I shall look aver all your tracts wHb c^re \ 
but from what little I have been already able to 
read of them, they appear to me extremely ^ell 
calculate to answer the pious and benevolent 
purposes you have in view. The youth of thig 
country are under infinite obligations to yoa, for 
the pains you have taken in various ways to ipstil 
|(be principles of true religion into thpir beart;s ; 
and I am particularly happy that my Diocese is 
likely to be so much benefited I^y yoiar ipstructioni^ 
!Ihat God may give his blessing to. youjr Idudable 
Exertions in §p good a cause, is the sjnf^ere prayer 

!Pf, 

Madami, 

Your obliged and obedient Servanf^ 

^. Loi^ppfc. 

The high estima^on \t\ whiph the^ writings, of 
jBishop Horsley are held, render any apologies for 

the introduction of the letter alluded to in the 

- •.■■'•5. •' 

^jary of Mrs. Trimmer unnecessary, since all re- 
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sp^ct the opinioas of so able a divbe^ on a subject 
of Chri3.tiaa /education. 



TO THE SAME. 

Madam, 

I ha.ve too long delayed to make m^ acknow'* 
ments for your favour of the 1 7th, and the tracts 
that aecompanied it The good intentioQ of cbem 
5pcaks su^cieatly for itself; and from the general 
reputation of your wrkings in the world, I have 
uo doubt of the ability of the execution. I bave 
looked into tbem, and am bappy to find observa* 
dons upon the education of the childrjea of the 
poor, which v^y much coincide with my ow^ opt- 
fiioRs. I am panticularly pleased with the attest 
tation q[ a person of your e9:perience to the prac^ 
ticability of teaching the poorest children the whole 
of the Christi^jt) Relig^oci. I have long been per- 
suaded, ti^U: if the attempt to give them that in* 
atruction fail, it must be owing to mine impro* 
priety or defect in the manner of conveying it* 
For it was not by, scraps of morality, with the aid 
of the single doctrine of a future retribution, but 
by unfolding thp whole mystery of godliness to the 
commoii peopift that the firsjt preachers of the 
Gospel produced so wonderful a change in tbo 
manners of the whole world. I have put the tractB 
you sent me into the hands of the Secretary of the 
iS^c^Pt/, *nd liaye jtold him jth^t I §balji atjtepd a|; 
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the next general boarc;! (which sits t0-niorrow 
sen night) to consider ot the expediency of putting 
them upon the Society's Lists. In general, I know 
the iSocietv is averse to the swelling of its catalogue 
with a variety of works of one sort. 

I am, Madam, 

With, great esteem and respect, 

Your very faithful and obedient Servant, 

Samuel St. David's. 

Upper Se^our street 9 
Jan. 28, 1793, 

The poor Lecturer of M. as he stiles himself, 
was one of the many indigent clergymen, to whose 
relief Mrs. Trimmer had the satisfaction of direct- 
ing the bounty of an affluent friend. 



TO TPE SAME. 



Madam, 



The poor Lecturer of M , who for many 

years has been struggling with a small precarious 
income and a rising family, begs leave to make his 
humble and most grateful acknowledgments to 
you for your great kindness in procuring for him 
a most unexpected and very liberal supply. 

Last week I received from Mr. ^ of , 

twenty 'tive pounds, with an intimation that a par-* 
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tkular friend of his had informed him, that tlus 
sum would be acceptable to me. I was fixed ia 
astonishment, and overwhelmed with gratitude. 
For some time I could think of nothing but the 
largeness of the donation, and the singular benefi- 
cence of the donor. But I soon began earnestly 
to cast about in my mind, in order to discover this 
particular friend^ to whose active benevolence I 
had been so much indebted. I was lost in a va- 
riety of conjectures. At last I received a letter 

from Dr. K , informing me that the sum I 

received was from " a truly benevolent character, 
who annually expends a considerable part of an 
ample fortune in charitable donations to distressed 
cjergymen pf good character," A truly benevolent 
character indeed ! I bless God that such are to 
be found in the world. 

The Doctor proceeds : " A particular friend of 
mine recommended you to him." In conclusion 
he informs me, that this friend is Mrs. Trimmer, 
well known by her useful publications. 

T know not, Madam, how to express my thanks 
for your successful e'iertions in behalf of an ob- 
scure atranger in a distant part of the kingdom, 
who never was a candidate for distinction in the 
republic of letters, and whp pever figured in the 
pulpits of the Metropolis or its vipinity. It is 
evident in this case, that you could be actuated by 
nothing but the purest benevolence. May God, 
lybp i§ love, feward you an }iv|Ddred fpld 1 I can? 
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not express suSciently the sense I have of your 
goodness : I will only represent its effects. 

You have rendered my poor wife and me quite 
easy ia our minds, who often for these last five 
years have been very anxious, devising rpethods 
of (economy, and deliberating on the entrench- 
ments that might be made with least difiiculty* 
You have enabled us to obtain a great number of 
comforts, and particularly you have put it in my 
power to keep a servant to assist us in rearing our 
tender babes, wh^ch for qiore than a year we have 
not been able to do, 

J am, Madam, 
With the highest respect, esteem, and gratitude, 

your pbligec} Servant, 



' ! ' ^ " J . ' . ' -" ^ » 



TO THE SAME, i 

Vicarage^ St Martfs^ Readingf 
Feb. 7, 1197. 

Many thanks to you, my dear Madam, and 
to you all, for your kind congratulations. We all 
unite in kind regards to you, and all your family. 
Lady Mendip arid Mrs. Doyly have lately, unsoli- 
cited, been 30 kind as to confer upon me, in a most 
gratifying manner, the valuable living of Gh^lsea, 
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It is a great object to me^ with my family, and 
)Q9oderate revenues, to accept it. But whether I 
shajl resign Eahng, or St. Mary's, b not finally 
gettled, nor may it be before Easter^ perhaps. I 
can only say, that after so many years, I shali feel 
a regret in levying either, j^uit, without the least 
flattery to yourself^ Ealing will have one cause of 
regret to me, the being no looger able to number 
you as one of my parishioners, nor to avail myself 
of your excellent services, and attention for the 
good, bpth ^prldly and spiritual, of my flock. A 
much abler and better pastor may easily be ap- 
pointed by the Bishop of itiOBdon in my stead. 
But I hope I shall not be so far removed from you, 
but that I may be>so Imppy to enjoy the pleasure 
of your company and conversation, and to adopt 
isome of your plans and regulations in my new 




The weather seems to be getting very cold again. 
I should hope there is this year a good supply for 
the poor of the parish of Ealing, from the residue 
of the general collection, that was not disposed of 
last year, and from the charities, of this year. If 

you will be, so kind to apply to Mr. W -r, and 

refer him to my last letter to him, perhaps yoii 
will find, something more, out of his own distribur 
tipn to the upper sjde, if the weather ^eems to re- 
jquire it But I think both you and he will db 
right, by parcels, to eke Qijt yQur djstributipns, so 
as that they may not fee entirely exhausted before 
lady-day or Easter. 
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I am truly sorry for the falling off of the funds 
for the Industry and Sunday Schools : I would 
strongly recommend a sermon for their benefit in 
April. If I find I am to leave Ealing, and can 
do it, I shall perhaps wish to preach it, and to 
annex a contribution to my farewell sermon at 
• Ealing Church in the morning, arid at Brentford 
•Chapel in the afternoon, of either the 23d or th^ 
•SOth days of April, they being the two last Sun- 
days in the month. 

I remain, dear Madamj 

With much regard, 

Your truly faithful and sincere friend, 

C. Sturgess, 



TO THE SAME, 



Chelsea Rutory^ April 27, 1797f 

My dear Madam, 

I desired my daughter to inform you of the 
arrangement that has taken^lace,- by which it is 
settled, that I am to hold St. Mary's, in Reading, 
with Chelsea. I can never expect such a parish- 
ioner as yourself, again, go where I will, and I 
Lave no doubt but that I shall feel the want of 
your laudable exertions towards the temporal and 
spiritual wants of the poor in the parish tQ whiqH 
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I am appointed. When I ktiow what Sunday itk 
May I can preach at Ealing (a parish. for which I 
shall al\j^ays preserve a true regard) for the benefit 
of the Sunday Schools, &c. &c. I will inform you^ 
that you may give what notice you think proper in 
your part of the parish, as I purpose to preach in 
the afternoon of the same day, and with the same 
views, at Brentford ChapeL Whenever you are, 
disposed to turn towards Chelsea, we shall be glad 
of the pleasure of seeing you. 

I remain, dear Madam, 

With much regard and esteem, 

Your faithful friend and servant, 

C. Sturgess. 



TO THE SAME. 



St. Mary*s Readings 
Oct. 1, 1802. 



My dear Madam, 



• 
i 



I am leaving Reading for Chelsea this morn- 
ing, and will riot del gfy any longer returning you 
our best thanks for your truly Christian letter upoa 
our late grievous loss. It is indeed a heavy 
stroke; but I hope God enables us to support 
ourselves under it with due submission to his bless- 
ed will. Thank God, we are all tolerably well, 



hut most long feet My dear eon was an ^x^eU 
lent yooi^g man, aiid that is a great consolation 
to us to trust, tliat h^ is happy in a better state* 
I have a gmat loss in him likewise of a curate. If 
you know any respectable clergymad in priest's 
orders^ and likely to be batons and active in ^m 
discharge of the duties of a large parieh, with a 
good Toice and a strong constitution^ {yerhaps yon 
would fetrour me with a line to Chelsea^ I have 
a temporary curate here till then. 

May every blessing, temporal and spiritual^ at- 
tend you and all your family. With our united 
regards and good wishes^ 

I remain, dear Madam, 

Your faithful and afflicted friend, 

C. Sturgess* 



TO THE REV. MR. STURGESS. 

Brentford, Feb. 2, 1805. 

Dear and Rev. Sir, 

I am extremely concerned that I should have 
appeared in the least degree remiss and inattentive, 
where I owe and feel, so much respect and esteem. 
Your kind visit to me, has not- been forgotten, I 
can assure you : I have thought and talked much 
of the sincere and great pleasure it afforded me ; 
and had not the intention of waiting upon you at 
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Chelsei the Jirst opportunity been cotistaiitly aliv* 
in my mind, I should have addressed you by let^ 
ter ; bi^ for a great part of the interval that bat 
elapsed, the weather has been so cold that I was 
fearful of going out, excepting to the Chapel, 
where I have repeatedly caught cold ; so that I 
really have scarcely been without side my garden 
walls since I had the pleasure of seeing you here. 
Believe me, my excellent and revered friend, the 
sentiments of esteem with which your pious and 
exemplary conduct inspired me, when I had the 
happiness and advantage of being your parish- 
ioner, remain indelibly fixed ; and my best wishes 
and my prayers have followed you since your re- 
moval. It was with the highest pleasure I pe- 
rused your letter to my son ; to see your hand 
again so steady, indicates, I hope, a considerable 
recovery of your strength; and I hope I sl>all 
j»ometimes be favoured with a few lines from you 
myself. My son will write and thank you for the 
good counsel you are so kind as to give him, but 
allow me to add my thanks also. The times, my 
dear Sir, are such as call for great exertions from 
the parochial clergy, and I trust they are made in 
many places; but, alas, in many others, there is 
great neglect My dear son 1 hope will continue 
attentive to his duty; and among other circuoo^ 
stances, to stimulate his exertions, keep your ex« 
ample in view. What satisfaction must you have 
had during your long illness, in the reflection, that 
while you were capable of actual duty, you la- 
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boured faithfully in the vineyard. May the re-* 
maiiider of your life be crowned with the choicest 
blessings, which God bestows upon his aj^proved 
ministers. 

I beg, my good Sir, that you will present my 
iindest respects, with those of my family, to Mrs^ 
Sturgess, and the young ladies, and accept them 
yourself; and that, you will believe me, with every 
tejatiment of esteem, 

Your faithful and obedient 

Friend and Servant, 

S. Trimmer, 



TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Reclori/f Loddingtan, 
jtipril U, 1805. 

Madam, 

It is with the truest concern that I am to 
comply with the request of my sister-in-law, Mrs* 
Sturgess, in communicating to you the melancholy 
event which took place here on Monday, in the 
•death of my good brother, her husband. I have 
Belong known the value he so justly set on your 
friendship and good opinion, as well as on the 
.correspondence with you, that I have a satisfac- 
,tion in assuring you of bis retaining and express- 
ing a sense of it to his latest hours« He had such 
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an anxious desire to revisit again his native neigh- 
bourhood^ that he set out on Easter Tuesday, hav- 
ing himself officiated in part at the altar on Sun-* 
day, and had passed some days here in apparent 
health, and cheerful spirits* On Monday,. ^ a few 
moments before our dinner hour, he was seized 
with an illness, which proved of the apoplectic 
kind, and in less than half an hour defeated all 
endeavours to apply medical aid. Mrs. Sturgess 

and Miss H arc enabled, through the good- 

ness of Providence, to support themselves better 
under so heavy and sudden a calamity, from their 
long preparation for it, than if the change had taken 
place from a firmer state of health. 

I beg leave to take this opportunity of express- 
ing the sincere respect I have always entertained 
for yourself, and the pleasure I have in hearing of 
your son receiving a mark of the Bishop of Lon^ 
don's well-judged disposal of preferment 

I am, Madam, 

Your very faithful, hupable Servant, 

£« J0N£S» 
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. JOURNAL FOR THE YEAR i19S. 

July I » Blessed smdadoraUeSavioury Lord Je^ 
aus iChrist, recdc^e^ I most humbly beseeeh thee^ 
the grateful tribute of tbaoks whkh I offer Bfitoi 
t&ee for tby peut goociness. bestowed upooEi me. O. 
3Lord, I feel a thorough sense i)£ the hahour thou 
hasi done rpe, m tba&'sutfief ing raeto be the teacher 
efbabesy and 1 will perfof m the important task with 
alacrity and zeal: I W'£ll*Q0l'b& a.Bloth^l servant*- 

O gcacious aod heoiveniy Fathei, God of all 
goodseas, I, tb^ uowsMrlhy.servant) most earnestly 
implore thy p^onaod forgiveness for ali my ma« 
sifold offences^ for Jesus iChristf ;a $ake, my adorable^ 
and divine Saviour. O Lord> I beseech thee to 
grant me the protection of tby good Providence, 
and to prosper the jourwey I am going to take to- 
morrow, with .one of my dear children^ Preserve 
uSj'O merciful Gbdy from all aceident^. - 

Extend thy blessing, O heavenly Father, to the 
children I leave behind nae, and to every part of • 
my household. Continue to the widow and the 
fatherless that care and tenderness whieh thou 
hast so abundantly shown u&. Lord, in thee i&' 
our trust ; let us never be confounded; Thou art 
our strong rock, whereunto we will always resort r 
thou art our defender ^d deliverer, O^GU)d^ I 
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love thee with all my heart, with all my soul, and 
%vith all my strength. I adore thee, I worship 
thee, I desire to praise and magnify thy holy name* 
© Lord, thon art high above all tliat is called 
great and glorious. Great, excellent, mo^t excel- 
lent Lord God Almighty, pardon my imperfec- 
tions, accept my humble petitions and thanksgiv- 
ings, flowing from a sincere, though weak, heart. 
' Vouchsafe, O Lord, to brirtg us back in safety to 
this dear home, where my comforts are cente: ed. 

Accept my humble supplications in behalf of 
my poor neighbours. O spare me to be further 
useful to -them, or if thou seest fit to take me from 
this world, vouchsafe to raise them up another 
friend, with zeal to^ do them good, and better abi* 
lity. Blessed Saviour, I love them for thy sake, as 
well as because they are my brethren. 

July 7. I am now at C , in the house of 

my dear daughter , who has in the course of 

the^ last week made me a grandmother to a sweet 
little girl. 

O God of all mercies, I render thee most hum- 
ble and hearty thanks for giving to my dear child 
a happy deliverance from the pains and perils of 
childbirth ; and for letting me see another genera- 
tion. May the dear infant grow up in thy faith 
^- and fear, and finally partake of the salvation pur- 
chased for mankind by Jesus Christ. Amen ! 

- O God, Ihave a fervent and sincere desire to 
serve thee roysdf with alt my powers of body and 
mind; and to sec thy will done by all my fellow 
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mortals, particularly those of my own family. O 
may we continue united in thy service upon earth, 
and be finally united in thy heavenly kingdom here* 
after. There is nothbg upon earth I desire so 
much, as to be a child of God, a member of Christ, 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven : that king- 
dom, O Lord, of which I love to think, and for 
which I desire to prepare myself, by following the 
precepts and example of my blessed Redeemer. 
O Lord, what is there in this transitory world, upon 
which an immortal soul can properly rest its hopes? 
My hope is placed upon joys that will never pass 
away, but remain in possession to all eternity. O 
may I live so as to obtain them ! 

Blessed Jesus, Son of the Father, adorable Sa- 
viour, divine Lord, to thee I come beseeching thee^^ 
to continue to me thy heavenly benediction : con- 
tinue to me, I beseech thee, that peace which is thy 
peculiar gift to thy faithful disciples. Such, O 
blessed Lord, I trust I am, though encompassed 
with sins and infirmities. O Lord, I love thee 
most fervently ; my heart glows with gratitude to- 
wards thee. I am very zealous for thy honour, 

King of kings, and Lord of lords : I love the 
poor for thy sake : I am ready to submit to the 
meanest offices towards those whom thou calledst 
thy brethren.. O Lord, I beseech thee, cast me 
not off, but knit me to thee more powerfully. Lord, 

1 will endeavour more and more to run the way of 
thy commandments. O grant me thy grace ! 
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I would detach my thoughts entirely from earthly 
objects, and fix them upon spiritual ones. I lift 
up my soul to heaven : that blessed place in which 
I hope hereafter to behold the glory of my hea- 
venly Father : to see my beloved Saviour, to be 
admitted among the angelic hosts, to join in praise 
and adoration of the Supreme Being, the incom- 
prehensible Trinity : to meet again the dear rela- 
tives, from whom death has for a time divided me. 

Who are these relatives ? First, let me rteoUect 
a ^Either : that dear parent to whom I am indebted 
for the first knowledge of Christianity, the first 
impression of piety. He lived and died a Chris- 
tian, Of his eternal state, I can have no fears : 
his repentance was complete : his life had been 
exemplary : he was full of the hopes of immor- 
tality. 

Dear father ! I remember thy pious injunctions 
to endeavour to work out my salvation. I wUl 
endeavour to work it out with fear and trembling 
with fervency and zeaL 

My mother too: she had many virtues! I hope 
she has found acceptance through the merits of 
Christ ! 

Next let me recollect a brother. Surely I shall 
find him also in the regions of bliss. From the 
dawn of life to the close of it, he lived in tlie con- 
stant practice of virtue and piety. Among the 
liender affections of his amiable hearty how great 



•was his love for me ! and it wad mdst sincerely 
.rejurnedi The loss of him was the 6rst misfor* 
tune of my life, and I felt it deeply : though other? 
of a later date have lessened the impression : but 
I have not forgotten my brother. O may our in- 
tercourse of tender fraternal affection l^e renewed 
jn that blest region, where deajth has no farther 
power to separate ujs ! 

Three children have, I trust, found an entrance 
into the world of endless felicity. First, the dear 
)ittle Decimus, the tenth branch of my beloved off- 
spring : carried from the cradle to the grave before 
Jie was capable of committing actual sin, I trust 
his angel beholds the face of his father, which i? 
in heaven. Dear infant, I nursed thee in thy 
.earthly 3tate, with tender care, with anxious soli- 
(citude: I dedicated thee, in the Sa.crament of 
Baptism, to Christ the Saviour, to the ever-blesse4 
Trinity. Thou didst never break the covenant 
inade in thy name : thou couldst distinguish me as 
the object of thy affection, the instrument of good 
^ thee. Pel haps thou wilt hereafter acknowledge 
me as such. My sorrow for thy loss was sharp 
and pungent; and the impression was lasting; nor 
did I quite ceiLSG to grieye for thee, till a new afflic- 
tion called for my tears. 

My sweet AnnabeUa ! How engaging were her 
gentle manpers: how promising her dispqsition; 
What pangs did it cost me to part with her : a^ 
soon as I thought her in danger, she became ^q 
(^bject of my tendere^t solicit ud(^ : I conld^ I thinkf 
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bave laid doyrti my life to have saved hei's : litis 
loss was most deeply deplored* I think s^he will 
not be soiTy to see again the piai^ent who bore her^ 
who brought her, through the power of God^iDto 
existence. 

Dear John 1 thou, I am sure, wa«t fully sensi- 
ble of my tender affection for thee. O how una 
ivilling was I to part with thee, till I found the 
will of God required me to resign thee. Never 
could I have been recoiieiled to thy loss, but by 
the mercy of God, who poured the balmof con^* 
solation into my afflicted heart, and taught' me t^ 
look beyond the grave. I have not loat ^tliee for 
ever, my beloved child ! Ko, we shall n>eet-again« 
Perhaps thou, with my other dear child reo, and 
thy dear father, wilt welcome me tx) the realma 
of bliss, ufhm ib^ time of wy departure ar- 
rives! , . . 

O transportiBg tiiought ! I ^ail «ee agab Wie 
Jiusband of my heart, the father of my cbiWrcnv 
the tenderest, the best of friends 1 I ;sbaU 9e^ bim^ 
fiot in a state of suflfenng mortality, but ctpwAed 
with immortality! O how my *oul strives to 
spring towards the heavenly abodes^, to pts& the 
barriers which separate her from the spirits of tliorsd 
she held, and >till holds so di^r. But it.eannot 
be, I must wait with palierice the; appqinted tio^e* 
The day will in .God's omto time arrive 'when all 
my virtuous and pious i«ieEbe9l willn be -atcom* 
fdiahed. In the meaa whUe let me strive,! by jush 
l^wttio^ dili^ence^ to securptlMS high pri^te of: tny, 
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calling, the crown of glory that fadeUi not away. 
But though I cannot actually leave this world, I 
can at least join with the heavenly choir in praising 
God. What a blessed privilege : O foretaste of 
eternal joys ! 

■^- O God, thou art mj/ God, thou art mine as surely 
as thou art the God . of the highest angel in hea* 
ven ! My soul thirsteth for thee, O God ; it long- 
eth after thee. In the wilderness of this world, I 
long for thy refreshing grace : of this grace, my 
dear relatives, you may have had better experi- 
ence ; but whether it flows in a greater or smaller 
stream, God is the fountain of it, and tifiis God is 
mine as well as your God. I look for thee, O 
God, in holiness: I behold the effects of thy power 
and glory in this world. You, my dear relatives, 
have a brighter vision of it : but whether in hea- 
vea above, or in the earth below, it is the power 
and glory of your God and my God. Thy loving 
kindness, O Gk>d, is better than the life itself! 
While I live, while I have any kind of existence, 
I will magnify thee, O God, in this manner, and 
lift up my soul to thee ! My soul shall be satis- 
iied even as it were with marrow and fatness, when 
I praise thee with thanksgivings. Have I not re- 
membered thee upon my bed, and thought of thee 
when I was waking. Because thou hast been my 
helper, therefore ui^er the shadow of thy wings 
shall I rejoice. My soul, O God, hangeth upon 
tiiee ; thy right hand bath upholden n>e. I will 
U^y me down i^ peace, and take my i^est^ for it h 
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thou, O Lord only, that mak^t me dwell in 

safety ! 

July 21. I was this day a little disturbed at 
Church; by the bad behaviour of the singing boys ; 
but my mind was much edified, as 1 hope, by the 
two excellent discourses 1 heard from the pulpit : 
one of them by Mr. Harrison, in which he drew 
an admirable parallel between this world as a pil- 
grimage to heaven, and the wilderness in which 
the children of Israel took their pilgrimage to- 
wards the land of Canaan. I have long consi- 
dered the world in this light My hopes are fixed 
on the heavenly Canaan : O may they not be dis- 
appointed ! 

. Aug. 4. On Tuesday last my dear little grand- 
child was baptized. Though I did not answer for 
her at the font, I will, while it pleases God to spare 
my life, watch over her, to see that she is edu- 
cated according to the vow made in her name ; 
and I humbly trust, that the prayers which I of* 
fered up for her on her baptismal day, both at the 
font and in my chamber, reached the throne of 
Grace, and found acceptance there. I feel at this 
instant a happy assurance that they will be accom- 
plished ; that my dear little grandchild will remain 
a member of Christ, the child of God, and an in- 
lieritor of the kingdom of heaven. Her heavenly 
Father, 1 tr^ist, will guide her by his Spirit 

Aug. 11. Father of mercies, God of all power 
and goodness, with a thankful heart I acknowledge 
tb^ loving kindness to me, thy poor creature. 



Though thon hast seen fit to take from me my lat^ 
dear companion, thou hast not left me desolate. I 
can truly say, " a father to the fattherless, and a 
husband to the widow, is God in his holy, habita- 
tions." O God, my gratitude, my love, my- vene- 
ration, are gt*eat beyond expression : my heart is 
overcharged ; my soul can scarcely contain the 
sentiments it feels towaids thee» the greatest and 
the best of Beings i O divine Spirit, vouchsafe to 
take up thy abode with me, dwell in my hearty 
sanctify me, cast out every corrupt affection, in- 
crease in me every virtuous disposition, produce 
in me a heavenly temper. O divine Spirit, I yield 
myself to thy guidance, I desire to be led by thee ! 
Leave me not, even for a moment, to myself, lest 
in that moment I go astray from the command^ 
ments of my heavenly Father, and commit 
sin. 

Adorable and divine Saviour, eteiHial Son of 
God, thou who didst lay down thy life for nlan-r 
kind, receive, 1 beseech thee, the adoration of a 
soul truly sensible of the neces^ty and of the effi- 
cacy of the sacrifice which thou didst make for the 
redemption of the world. What showld I have 
been, O. Son of God, without this . sacrifice : a 
poor, ruined, wrdtched creature* Lord, I caa 
make thee no return, but love and gratitude; 
these can do thee no good : but thou hast apt* 
pointed substitute upon earth ta receive them: 
the poor, the wretched^ and the ignorant Tbes^ 
Lord, thou hast V4>uchsafcd fa fall thy bi:etbrea: 
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in that light I regard them ; and for thy sake I 
^vill serve them wuh my best abilities, both of 
tody and mind. Vouchsafe, Lord^ to. prosper 
my endeavours ! 

I rcuider thee humble and heartv thanks, most 
gracious Father, for all thy mercies besto^Ved upon 
nie, and all my dear children, and for every bless- 
ing we have enjoyed, and still continue to possess* 
Keep alive in our hearts a grateful sense of thy 
goodness, and incline us to promote the happiness 
of others, as far as lies in our power. Let not our 
hearts contract, but do thou expand them by the 
operation of thy Holy Spirit, that every virtue may 
find room to grow and increase. Lord, grant that 
every one of us may have a mind directed to eter- 
nal things, not fixed upon the insignificant trifles of 
this uncertain life. O vouchsafe to bless the 
means that are being used for the recovery of the 
health of that dear child, who is at this time af- 
flicted with sickness. Enable us all to submit to 
the dispensations of thy Providence', whatever they 
may be. — — — — — — -^ — j 

O great, powerful, wonderful, good, gracious^ 
merciful God, the greatest and best of Beings, I 
render thee, with a willing mind, the tribute of 
praise and thanksgiving. O Lord, thou art high 
above all creatures: nothing is worthy to be com- 
pared to thee : thou art great, and greatly to be 
praised. O how poor is this attempt to praise a 
Being of infinite perfections ! What can I say of . 
thee that is suitable to thy greatness, Lord, thy 
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divine attributes exceed all that the most exalted 
angel can ascribe to thee. I feel myself unworthy 
to speak thy praises : the theme is too vast, too 
transcendant for my weak powers. O may thy 
praise resound from every part of the boundless 
creation ! 

Aug. 1 8. I have had much anxiety this week 
about my youngest son ; but I trust it will please 
God to spare him to me. I have not given way 
to anxiety, as upon former occasions ; but have 
possessed my mind in patience, trusting in the 
goodness of God to direct all things for the 
best 

To thee, O gi-acious and merciful Father, I bow 
down my soul with humility and reverence ! O 
Lord, I love and honour thee most sincerely. T^ 
be conscious of erring from thy commandments, 
fills me with shame and sorrow. I am jealous for 
the glory of thy name ; I honour thy divine Son ; 
I acknowledge the necessity of the aid of the Holy 
Spirit ; 1 rely upon thy promise ; I fear thy threat- 
enings ; I believe thy word ; yet I am an unpro- 
fitable servant ; I fall short of my duty continu- 
ally : but thou knowest whereof I am made, thou 
rememberest that I am but dust. O let me, gra- 
cious Father, let me humbly plead the merits of 
my Saviour. Let the atonement he made for the 
sins of the world, suffice for me : for his sake blot 
out my transgressions ; for his sake, continue to 
line thy heavenly benediction ; for his sake admit 
me hereafter into thy heavenly kingdom. di« 
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▼me Saviour, intercede for me, thy poor, fliy sin- 
ful, but yet faithful servant. Thou knowest that 
I love thee ; I strive to feed thy lambs. O bless- 
ed Lord, accept my imperfect services : vouch- 
safe to strengthen me 'to do my duty, — — 

O what a world is this in which 1 live 1 Yet I 
will not complain of it, since it is but a proba- 
tionary state, a passage to an eternal world, into 
which neither sin, sorrow, nor death can gain ad- 
mittance. Since, with all its evils, there are bless- 
ings without number to be enjoyed ; since, with all 
its disappointments, a crown of glory and immor- 
tal happiness may be gaibed in it. — O Lord, I long 
to be in the world of glory and endless felicity ; 
yet I am content, nay, desirous, of continuing here 
for a season, not to enjoy the transient pleasures 
of mortality, but to do more good in my genera-» 
tion; to help to propagate the religion of my 
blessed Redeemer; to finish my work, which I 
have in hand. When this is done, I think I shall 
be ready to give up my accounts with joy. 

When I think of the mercies that have been 
bestowed on me in my widowed state, my heart 
is filled with gratitude beyond expression. How 
shall I thank thee, O gracious Father, benignant 
Saviour, Holy Spirit, for the comforts I have re- 
ceived. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits. O all ye angels of the Lord, 
praise ye the Lord, and magnity his name for 
ever. When shall I come, and appear before the 
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Lord ; iv heb shall I behold the glory of bfe pre- 
sence ; whca shall I see my Saviour. O how my 
aoul strives to spring upwards ; What elevation 
of thought she feels ; but her weak powers sink 
doH n oppressed by bodily infirmities. I will lay 
me down ki peace, and take my rest ; for it is 
thou^ Lord, only, that makest me dwell in 
safety ! 

Sept !• My thoughts and hopes, are fixed on 
heavenly things. I have less fear of death than I 
formerly had : indeed I have no fear of it at pre- 
sent ; I consider it as a passage to a blessed eter- 
nity — as the kmd messenger who will summon me 
to the presence of my God and Saviour ; as the 
friend who will conduct me to my dear husband 
and my departed children. O death, where is thy 
sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting 
of death is sin; but, thanks be to God, ^y^o has 
given us the victory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Blessed Redeemer, I have this dav commemorated 
thy dying love ; I have this day done as thou didst 
command, in remembrance of thee. Thou hast, 
I trust, received these humble petitions, which 
come not out of feigned lips. Adorable Saviour, 
how can I sufficiently thank thee for the comfort, 
the satisfaction, the delight, I have experienced in 
receiving the sacrament of thy body and blood. 
Blessed Lord, keep me thine evermore. Thou 
knowest that I love thee. Adorable Saviour! 
what honour hast thou put upon thy handmaid.! 
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My soul doth magaify the Lord, my spifk hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour: for thou bast re- 
garded my lowliness; thou hast graciously made ^ 
me instrumental to the propagation of thy holy 
religion. O extacy of delight ! transcendant hap- 
piness ! foretaste of angelic bliss ! My soul seeks - 
to soar above humanity. Inhabitants of heave$l^ 
it would fly to your abodes} O that I could 
serve my God as you do, pertectly and ince3santly* 
But it cannot be : thanks be to God. that I am 
enabled to do it at all! 

While I am thus aspiring to join ihe angelic 
host, let me remember what they af e, and what 
I am myself, O God of mercies, what a differ- 
ence is there between me, a poor, sinful mortal, 
and the lowest angel! But it .will not always be 
so. No, I shall not alw^ya grovel on this earth : 
I shall pass the barriers of mpirtality ; I shall as- 
cend to the heavenly mansion ; I shall approach 
the throne of God ; I shall sing the praises of the 
Lamb ; I shall join the blessed multitude of all 
kmdr^ds and all lotions; for i»y Saviour has paid' 
the price qf my redemptipn* I believe in him,.' 
I trust hi his all-suBi4:ient sacrifice ; I will continue 
faitliful to death, his grace agisting me, aod I. 
sh^U finally receive the cro\«^ of glory ! Blessed 
J.esua! tbaX I may: not be disappointed in the exw 
alted bopi^ I have formed, vouchsafe to keep and 
gi^ide me through this wopld of temptatipn& O 
let not $aJUm approach to hurt me. I hate and 
ahlipr all evil woiilqs;, with aU my poM^en Bufi 
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without the aid of the Holy Spirit, I can do no- 
thing; of that I am fully sensible. It is my earn- 
est desire,* it is my determined purpose, to do the 
will of my heavenly Father, and to walk in the way 
of his commandments. O Father of mercies, thou 
knowest the inmost recesses of my heart: thou 
knowest how truly sorry I am, that I should ever 
do any thing to offend thee. How desirous 1 am 
to amend whatever is amiss in my disposition and 
conduct • I most humbly beseech thee, of thine 
infinite goodness, to pardon all my sins, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. O Lord, if it be thy will to put » 
period to my mortal life before the morning lights 
receive my soul into happiness, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. If it be thy will to continue my existence 
here, vouchsafe to strengthen me for the perform- 
ance of the work, which is the delight fmd joy of 
my life. O Lord, while I live, may I be useful to 
lily fellow creatures ! 

And now that I have prayed for myself, suffer 
me, O gracious Father, to intei'cede with thee for 
my children. Shower down thy heavenly bene* 
diction upon them, gracious Father ! O let them 
continue to be thy chilclren. Hear the petition of 
the widow, who cries to thee for these dear chil- 
dren, who have now no earthly father. — • — 

I will magnify thee, O God^ my strength, for 
thou hast svistained my mind under the severest 
trials of life! thou hast very often made my wi^^ 
dowed heart to sing for jcfy ! O Lord, my Gfod^ t 
7 
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cried nnto thee^ and tfaoa didst heal me ! sing 
praises tinto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give 
thanks unto bioi for a remembrance of his holiness, 
for his wrath endureth but the twinkling of an 
eye ; heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning. The word of the Lord 
is true, and all his works are faithful; I will al- 
ways give thanks unto the Lord, his praise shall 
erer be in my mouth ; my soul shall make her 
boast of the Lord, the humble shall hear thereof 
and be glad. O praise the Lord with me, and let 
W magnify his name together ; like as the hart 
desireth the water brooks, so longeth my soul after 
God ; my soul is athirst ftCH* God, yea even for 
the living God ; when shall I come to appear be-* 
fore the presence of God. 

Now that I am retired to my chamber, and am 
still, I can hold communion with my God, whicb 
is sweet and comfortable to my soul ! let me ex^ 
amine my heart ; it is open to the eye of the Lord, 
my secret sins are in the light of his countenance. 
I need not tell an all-seeing God, what I have done^ 
for he knows not only my words and actions, but the 
motives from which they all proceeded. But it is 
notwithstanding my duty to confess them ; and my 
hefivenly Father knows I do not wish to dissemble 
or doak them before bis face. O Lord, assist me 
in searching my spirit ! bring my sins to lemenv- 
branse, O blessed Lord^ that I may acknowled^Q 
•tbras, and im(]4Qre thy pardon. 

voi:.. II. F 
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Merciful God ! with my family I have prayed 
with fervour of spirit and collection of thought* 
O may this service find acceptaDce.' O Lord^ 
how* delightful is the exercise of prayer and thanks- 
giving. Adorable Sayiour ! Friend of my soul, 
vouchsafe to continue to me and mine thy love 
and compassion ; thy guidance and interces^on; 
on thy merits I rely, not oa my own imperfetf 
prayers. To thee I look for Salvajiion ; forsake 
me not, O blessed Lord ; I love thee, O Lord my 
God, with my whqle heart ; I would not be sepa« 
rated from thy love for all that this world, and 
thousands of such worlds could give ; O how 
transcendantly desirable are the blessings of thy 
Jkingdom ! to them my hopes aspire ! on them my 
lieart is fixed ! blessed Lord, keep me thine ever^ 
more, and not only me, but my whole progeny. O 
.She[ihcrd of Israel, keep them in thy flock ; let not 
.Satan snatch them out of thy hand. — — — 

I praise thee, O God, I acknowledge thy tmns^ 
cendant excellence ; I praise thee, O God, I ac- 
knowledge thine infinite compassion ; I praise 
thee, O Gpd, I acknowledge thee as my greatest 
^benefactor, as the Author of all the good things I 
jenjoy, as, the Giver of life ! I praise thee^ O God, as 
jtbe compaS3ionate lover of souls t O Lord, may 
thy name be praised from the risipg up of the sun 
till the going down of the same 1 - — ,, — r -^ 
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I hare been able to pursue my studies ^itli to^- 
lerable comfort, and I hope success. I trust 
it will be in my power to write what may help 
to guard the rising generation of the poor, from 
the false doctrine which is so industriously propa- 
gated by the eneitiies of Christianity. The more I 
istudy the Scriptures^ the more I am convinced that 
the tenets of the Church of England are perfectly 
, agreeable to the principles of revealed religion, 
and I am more zealously attached to them than 

I have had no misfortune to deplore, yet my 
spirits have been ^eatly depressed. Regret for 
the loss of my dear husband, has returned with 
great force ; I have felt a considerable re- 
newal of grief; I would not wish to forget hirn. 
It is not 1 think required of me, but I must strive 
to possess my mind in patienc?. — — -. 

I feel myself better than I have been for several 
^days, but my complaints often make meapprehen- 
' 3ive of sudden death. Thanks be to God, these 
thoughts are not accompanied with any dread of 
. an hereafter : though I shall die with many imper- 
fections on my head, die when I will, 1 trust,.! 
shall die with a well grounded hope of pardon and 
. iacceptance through Jesus Christ, the all sufficient 
< Saviour of the world. Yes, blessed Sdviour f I 
- huttibly trust thou wilt not fo^-sake thy poor, but 
. faithful servant; in her last moments ; O Lord, I 1oy« 

J S 
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thee with the highest vcmeration and graUtode^; I 
value thy favour beyond all worldly treasures ; I 
bad ratlier be the meanest of thy disciples, thati 
to sit in the seat of princes without belojE>ging t6 
thee. O tlie transceodant, the inestimable honour 
of being a Christian t my soul is full of diving 
love ! blessed Lord, vouchsafe to knit me to thee f 
keep me as thy n^ember ; preserve me from thfc 
temptations of Satan ; wean me from the vanities 
of this life ; I trust, O Lord, I am abstracted from 
them in a great measure; give me a heavailj 
temper in aU things ; let me be constantly under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit j O that I could in 
all things do the will of my heavenly Father I but i 
often act contrary to it; intercede for me gra- 
cious Lord, that I may be forgiven, O dear Re- 
deemer, 1 repent of all my sins ; I have a true faith 
in thee; grant me thy grace ! 1 lift up my soul 
to thee; I open my l>cart to receive the Holy 
Spirit ; O that k were worthy 6f such a heavenly 
guest* Thou, O blessed Spirit, thou alone 
canst purify and cleanse it ; may it be renewed 
unto holiness? My soul seeks to burst the barrier 
of flesh and take its flight to celestial abodes ; m^- 
thinks I behold the Son of God sitting on hu . 
throne of glory ; O no ! my imagination canaot 
reach so far. I long to behold ^ee, blessed Jeras f 
but the veil of humanity obscures the desirable vi- 
sion ; I long to hear the song of Angels ; I long to 
join my voice wHh theirs, but it cannot be ! thfe 
erawling insect cannot soar! my intellectual powers 

5 
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muBt be greatly irtrengthened and expanded, before 
they are equal to such exertions. But I can praise 
God upon earth ; I can love my Saviour here. 

God Almighty, I praise thee with a thankful 
heart for all thy goodness to me, and my dear fa-* 
mily. How graciously hast thou comforted my 
widowed h^rt: O Lord, accept these tears of 
gratitude, too large for expression ! God of all 
consolation, what am I that thou shouldest so re* 
gard-me ? O God, I adore and praise thee for all 
tiie blessings of this life ; and for the inestimable 
hope of happiness in thy eternal kingdom. Can 
it be possible that an infinitely great and powerful 
Creator, can love an insignificant creature lik^ 
me? tliat he can suffer such an one as me to 
approach his glorious Majesty? O yes, blessed 
Jesus! for thy sake, the Father of the Universe 
regards even me with paternal love. For thy 
dear sake, he will admit me to his glorious king^ 
dom! Lord, at present I am defiled. with my 
isins; but wash me in thy precious blood, and I 
shall be whiter than snow ; . thy righteousness is 
the garment in which I must be clothed when 

1 go to join, as I trust, I shall do, the blest 
inhabitants of Heaven ! O while it is the -Father's 
will tliat I should continue an inhabitant of 
earth, vouchsafe to employ me, blessed Lord; 
I will labour with zeal and affection as far as I 
iun able. —.--.—. — — — — — ^ 
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Sept. 27. I have been occupied principally ih^ 
continuing that work by which I hope to contrif 
bute towards the propagation of the Gpospel of my 
blessed, my adorable Savioyr. I cannot recollect 
/what I have done amiss, but no doubt I have left unr 
done many things that I ought to have done, and 
done many things that I ought not to have done. O 
that I could call them every one to mind> that I 
might acknowledge and confess them to my hea-f 
venly Father ! But the terrors bf the last nighty 
and the comforts by which they were mitigatjpd oc-^ 
cupy my whole thoughts : let me record them, 
that I may not lose the remembrance of them. 
About one o'clock this morning we were all 
awakened from sleep by a dreadful thundering 
at the dopr, followed by a cry of fire. Nay, we 
were desired to ri^e as quickly as possible, lest 
we should be burnt in our beds 1 Of this, thanks 
to the goodness of Providence ! there was no dan^^ 
ger, the ^re was at a distance from our dwellings 
no lives were 0nd^ngered by it, but those of our 
poor horses. Their spffering$, I fear, had been of 
some continuance before Vve were aw akened ; with 
all possible dispatch, with strength of body and 
presence of mind, suited tp the o^rcasion, my sons 
flew to thpic rescue, and hoped they bad pre-r 
served their liyes, but it proved Qtherwise ; soma 
gre dead, and others dying: six, I fear, will fall 
victims to this conflagration ; our neighbours soon 
assembled ; engines arrived ; every exertion was 
madC; ^nd by the diving blessing, on the meaiisi 



\tised, the progress of the flames was stopped. I 
%voi]ld not be presumptuous, but I think, I see the 
hand of Providence in the combination of happy 
cireu«istances which prevented the raging of the 
fire. The air was perfectly still, not a breath to 
blow the flames ; water in abundance was at hand ; 
ia quantity of hay, which was to have been carried 
the day before into the stables, was delayed. We 
were awakened time enough to save some of our 
poor beasts, and some of our property, which wa$ 
valuable tons. The loss we are likely to sustain is 
that of our horses ; the only anxiety we at present 
have, is for those which still survive in pain and 
misery, and for the effect which the fright and 
fatigue may have upon some of our family and do- 
mestics, who were assistant at the extinguishing of 
the fire! such is our present trial ! — what should 
be our sentiments and behavipur under it? Surely 
thankfulness of heart is our duty. — -^ — 



c Because thou hast inclined thine ear to me, I 
will call unpen thee, O Lord, as long as 1 live. 
The fears of death compassed me ; I found trouble 
and sorrow ; then called I unto thee, O Lord, but 
Mith' distraction of thought; I could say no more 
than, Lord, 1 beseech thee, deliver me and my fa- 
mily : how great M'^as thy goodness to me ! return 
then to thy rest, O ray soul, for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee. Gracious is the 
Xord, and righteous ; yea, our God is merciful. 
JHie hath deUveved us from death, he hath deliveredl 



niy eyes from those tears wbkh would have 
flowed, had any of my dear children been lo&t by 
this fire^ what should I render unto the Lord for 
all the benefits that he hath done unto nie? Alas ! 
I have nothing to offer. But I will receive the 
cup ot Salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord, beseeching him to accept me through (be 
merits of my blessed Redeemer. O I^rd, with 
«U my infirmities, I trust, I am truly thy servani^ 
thine handmaid ; apd that tliou hast loosed my soul 
from the bonds of death and sia ; I will as soon 
€15 I can go to thy table, O Lord, and there will 
I offer my vows iiqto thee ia the presence of the 
congregation — in the courts of thy l^Quse, .Q 
Lord! — — ——.-«- -^ — — 

• • •■ „ - ^ 

What resolutions ought I to ipake in conse*' 
quence of the niisfortune that has befallen 14s, aqd 
the mercy that has been gracioqsly afforded ? 

. I resolve by the assistance of Diviqe Grace, to 
inoderate my desires after the things of this wofld, 
to bear the loss of property, which God has seen 
fit that we should sustain without Qiurmuriog; tQ 
retrench every superfluous expence in order to re? 
pair it To show my thankfulness for God's. pre- 
serving goodness by an encr^^ise of alacrity in 
every duty of religion^ particularly in charity to th^ 
poor as far as my ability extends ; if my means 
are contracted, I will at least retain the desire to 
do good, and endeavour to bear without repining 
^ disappoinfofient pf ^he hopes I had ^ptenaine^ 
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that they would encrease as occasions and solicita* 
tions^ matiply upon mc -»- — —. — -^ 

God of all power^ wisdom, g€x>dnesS) and tnercy^ 
I desire with a gralieful heart to repeat my ac« 
knowledgments and thanksgivings, for thy great 
mercy, vouchsafed to me and my dear children in 
the last night ; and for all the benefits and bies* 
sings thou hast bestowed upon us, from the first 
moinent of our existeiioe to the present hour. I 
once more make an humble resignation of myself^ 
and all my worldly and spirifiual concerns to the 
disposal of thy Providence ; and most earnestly 
in^ore for we and min^ %ke giadaoce of thy 
grme, —-.-.-. — — — — 

At this instant when I wish to raise my soul to 
God, I feel a depression which sinks it down to 
the earth. Let me however try to search my 
heart, and see what have been my principal of- 
fences since I last examined it 

-* Keep thy heart with all diligence,^^ sd:ys So- 
lomon, ^^ for out of it are the issues of life/' O 
that I could keep it free firom every sin, fnom every 
blemish I 

I am thoroughly convinced of die deadly na- 
ture of sin, and I can truly say, that I abhor all 
manner of wickedness so that I would not deli* 
^erately commit any o0ence against the Command* 
ments of my heavenly Father, for I know they are 
founded. upon iustipei mercy^ •and goodness. Noy 
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^!ant to give my mind to habitual wickedness ! yet, 
alas! I am often strrprtsed into sin ; my infirmi- 
ties, are many and great I do not know that Sa« 
tan has power over me; I trust, he has not ; for 
I abhor his works ; I am not bis slave. O divine 
Lord) most earnestly do I desire to follow thy 
blessed example : I will study it daily. Most 
earnestly do I desire to be led by the Holy Spirits 
had I but the power, I would cast out every de-> 
sire that b tinctured with corruption. But what 
eta I do for mysdf ? To thee I flee, blessed Sa^ 
viour, help me to know myself. ' What is there in 
me, that my besvenly father disapproves ? O kt 
Dftc know my secret faults, they are notiiid itotii 
from thee, though my conscience brings them trot 
to my remembrance. 

i Father of mercies, God of life, Author of all 
my comforts, thou knowest that as a child loves the 
tenderestof parents, I love thee, that I feel my 
dependance upon thee- for all the . blessings and 
comforts of life. That l:fcar to offend thee, that 
I grieve from the bottom of my soul when I feel 
con9ciou» of having erre,d from thy command^ 
ments. 

. O inerciful Father, there is nothing in the whole 
univ^s^ which thy Almighty power has created; 
that; 1 desire in comparison of thee. Precious are 
the inonients which are thus employed in holdbg 
communion with thee, my Lord, and; my God! Q 
with lieaveniin the view of my mind's eye, . ho,w 



trifling do due things of this life appear ! my fioul 
rises above them, it seeks fbe society of Angels^ I 
look towards my heavenly inheritance. The crown 
of Glory is before me; I long to hear the harp9 
of the Angelic choir ; I long to behold the glory 
of ray heavenly Father ; I long to see my adorable^ 
my beloved Saviour, O what a prospect is bcr 
fore me ; though obscured by this veil of fiesb, it 
is glorious ! it is inviting ! I would not foregp the; 
hopes of immortal blissi for all that thousands of 
such worlds as this can give. Deaih, I will not 
fear thee. If I can but pre$epve in my dying 
hour, the bopes I now possess, thou wilt not be to 
me a King o\ Terrors. No, I shall resign n^y life with 
joy. I shall give my body to the dust with the 
most perfect resignation. O h(^w enchanting are 
the thoughts of heavenly joys ! wi^at then wilt be 
the fruition of them? Perhaps for endless ages I 
shall be occupied in viewing the wonderful works 
of God. If I am so enchanted with the beauties 
pf nature in this lower world, what will be my ad«» 
miration and delight, when I get above tlie skies^ 
und view the gloriearof Heaven? Bat I expect 
greater felicity tlmn this, in tlie celestial abodes. 
There I hope to feel devotion in its utmost energyi 
Q if the slight fervours I now feel are si^ delights 
ful, what will be my happiness when I see .foy bea* 
veoly Father, even as I am seen? When- purified 
^om every defilement, I can approach him wtht 
cxut fear ; when I can behold the Saviour, who 
4ied for ms^nkind * >yhen Angels shall hail me as 
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iheir fellow arrant O blessed Saviour, mercifut 
Redeemer, confirm these hopes in me, I most 
humbly and earnestly beseech thee. Keep me 
in the right path that I may never forfeit them. I 
^m content to labour, and to suffer whatever may 
be necessai*y to prepare me for the change, I so 
ardently desire. Lord, 1 am thy devoted servant, 
r have made it the great business of my life, to 
inculcate the divine truths of diy inestimable Gos- 
pel among the yomig and igtim^ant. I am anxious 
to contribute towards preserving my country from 
the contagion of those corrupt principles which 
have ruined a nei^bouring nation. O Lord, how 
dreadful it is to think of the horrid wickedness 
that is practiced there! may the Providence of 
the Almighty Governor of the universe give suc- 
cess to our apms> and save us fix)m our enemies ! 
O may Providence preserve our .King, and his fei* 
mily, from the like dreadful calamities which have 
feUen upon those of France. How is that once 
mighty nation become a den of infernal monsters ! 
professed Atheists ! Lord, when I think of the 
jud^nents thou hast sent on the nations of old, I 
expect with awe and reverence a like catastrophe 
to that proud city which now exalts itself against 
Omnipotence. May the lesson it affords, be read 
by thiT'Surrounding nation^ ai)d while thy judg-» 
ments are on the earth may they learn righteous^ 
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- O liiercifol Father, my soul reposes its (irrti 
trust in thee ! thou knowest what is best for me-; 
on thee I rest my cares ; thou wilt help me to bea^ 
whatever thou seest fit to lay upon me ; I will 
-moderate my desires* One desire only, I am un^ 
wilUng to relinquish that of doing good. O Lord, 
the fear of beuig liberal beyond what my present 
circumstances admit of, alone restrains my han4 
from contributing to the relief of all who apply 
-to me ; thou knowest my desire ; if it be tby good 
-pleasure, aicnease the means, and I will be a faith- 
ful stewa*'d of thy bounty. If on the contrary, 
thou stsest* fit to deny me Ifais booour which I so 
earnestly desire; mdce me contented under this 
.disappointment, and give the same inclination to 
others whose ability is greater. 

O Lord,. I Ix^ieech Aec, of thy infinite goodness 
to continue ta oie ttnd my dear family, thy heaveii-- 
ly benediction ; continue to bring them up in thy 
faith and fear; awaken them to a sense, of every 
deviation from their doty ; give tt^m- repentance, 
and strength to folfil every gdod and pious pur- 
pose. O may they all be children and heirs 6f 
thy glorious; promises^ ^irough JesasCfarist our 

Lord* 

^ I hombly comoiit i toi thy aH«*wise idisiposal most 
jnercifiil^ and* grtiaous Father, all my concern^, 
spiritual and 4»ihporaI, beseeching thee to grant to 
me and min^ thy fatherly -protection, courtsol, 
and guidance. May thy peace shed its beuign in- 
fluence over our hearts and minds ; may we finally 
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el^tain possession of what we dan now only faope 
for ! may thy name^ O God^ be glorified for enct^ 
less ages ! 

I will end the Sabbath of the Lard tvkh an iii« 
duJgence, which I hope is not unsuitable to thfe 
blessings which the Creator pronounced upon the 
day of rest. I will meditate a little while upon the 
.excellencies of my late dear husband. O he was, 
0T my fond heart deceives me, a man of uncom- 
iSaon virtue. For purity of mind I never saw hin 
-equal ; he was master of his passions, he abhorrpd 
all kinds of impurity and wickedness; his benevo- 
lence was universal^ not confined to relations and 
friends, but embracing even enemies : not contented 
.With foi^ving those who had injured him, he was 
anxious to do them good. O what comfort does it 
.afford to my widowed heart, to recollect the words 
.which he several times repeated before bis death'; 
he thanked God there was not a person uponeartii 
to whom he would not do good if it were in his 
, power. I think as he Left tbe world in such a did* 
position he. must have found acceptance from the 
,<jod who shows meixy to the merciful ; who for- 
gives those. who forgive others^ who will admit the 
pure 10 heart to see him. 

How should I grieve, if I thought that death 
. was ^ the atheists of the present day assert, wH 
eternal sleep. No, my beloved husband ! 1 have 
better hopes for thee and myself; for all that serve 
the Lord ; we shall have a joyful summons to a 
glorious resurrection. We shall ^ee the glory ^f 
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the Lord coining in the clouds. We dialt givfe atif 
accobnt of our talents, and receive a reward for 
the improvement of them ; not of merit indeed, for 
the best of us are unprofitable servants, but of 
grace. Blessed hour ! when \i ilt thou arrive ? In 
God's time may it be ! 

* Merciful and gracious Father, Lord of Heavea 
and' Earth ! -I earnestly desire to pay unto tliy di* 
vine Majesty the homage that is due from me, a 
sinful creature, created by thy power, and rc«- 
deemed by thy raercy. Bbt I cannot raise my 
mind to that pitch of devotion which is suitable to 
such a service. How amiable is thy dwelling- 
^ace, O Lord of Hosts ! my soul iMh a longhig 
.desire to enter into those blest abodes where thou, 
O Lord, shewest forth thy glory. O Lord the 
living God I long for thee ! As the hart panteth 
for the water brooks, even so longeth my soul af- 
ter thee, 0« God! O divine spirit, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, descend on me, I 
beseech thee. Cast out of my heart all that is 
.ofiensive to my heavenly Father. Purify it, sanc- 
tify it I Make it the temple of thy holy residence. 
Kindle the flame of devotion in my languid soul ! 
May it send forth a sweet smelling « savour plea- 
sing to my God 1 

O that my soulcould disengage itself from evQ- 
ry eairthly thing afndrise to God ! I aspire to the 
p^ection of angels ; I feel myself a helpless mor- 
tal ; not that I am discontented with my present 
st^te, on the contrary, I am thankful . that by 
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Divine t^rovidence) I am a human creature,^ but 
tvith the glorious promises of the Gospel in vievir, 
I long to get the better of the infirmities of my 
mortal nature ; yet it cannot be ; my weakness 
will remain till this frail body shall be changed for 
a spiritual body ; but even now wash me in thy 
precious blood, O Lord Jesus, and I shall be 
whiter than snow, * clothe me with thy righteous-* 
ness and I shall be pleasing in the sight of my 
heavenly Father ! 

O Lord, how am I overcome at this momeiU; 

' »» 

with the delightful idea that the Fatlier of the Uni- 
verse extends his love to me ; one of the millions 
of sinners which thou, O blessed Jesus, hast re^ 
deemed. How comfortable is the thought that 
the Creator of the world looks down with compla- 
cency upon my humble labours for the good of the 
rising generation : that the Saviour who died for 
me and all mankind approves my zeal for the ho* 
nour of his name ; and -accepts my humble endea- 
vours to testify my gratitude to him by doing what 
I am able to do for those he vouchsafe^ to call his 
brethren. Blessed Jesus, if thou hadst not di- 
rected thy disciples to regard the poor as thy sub- 
stitutes, how would it have been possible for me 
to have given any proof of the gratitude that swells 
my heart, when I think of the redemption thou 
hast wrought ibr me ; and hast thou then blessed 
Saviour, provided for me a mansion in thy hea- 
venly kingdom ? O yes thou hast ! and I shall 
\come to thee when my life is ended. What wfll 
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be my delight when I arrive there ! Angels, perhaps* 
AviU welcome . my arrival in the blest abodes ; 
among the blest inhabitants, I trusty I shall find 
the husband of my heart, the children of my fond 
aflfection. I shall certainly see my Redeemer ; I 
shall see my God ! Freed from the infirmities of* 
the flesh I shall then be able to offer a more per- 
fect service ; I shall be able to sing the praises of 
the Lamb i whertj O God, shall I come to appear 
before thee ? ---i..^— *--...^^^-^ — 

I have noMVf thanks to God for it ! performed 
the duty of family prayer with fervent devotion. 
I return to my meditations. If I aspire to enter 
the blest abodes, let me evef keep in mind what 
is required of me, while I remain in this world ; 
let mi make good resolutions, and pray for divine 
grace to enable me to keep them* 1 resolve to 
serve God, with all my heart ; to pray to him 
daily and nightly ; to keep his sabbaths i to obey 
his commandments ; to submit my will to his } 
may divine grace strengthen me to do so ! I re^ 
solve to follow the example of my blessed Re-» 
deemer to the best of my poor ability ; to keep 
tfue to my Christian profession ; to prove myself 
a faithful disciple ; to honour my Saviour in the 
world*s eye by taking the blessed Sacrament in re- 
membrance of him; to obey all his divine injunc- 
tions respecting universal charity and benevolence 
to the poor, both young and old ; to enlarge my 
gifts of charity if my worldly ipeans increase. 
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May the grace of God enable me to do all tbi.% 
and every thing else that my divine and beloved 
l4ord requires of me, that I may give up my ac- 
counts with joy when he comes to judge the 
world, add call his faithful servants to himself ! 

I resolve to pray for the aid of the Holy Spirit,, 
and to yield my mind to his heavenly guidance. 

may the same blessed Spirit help me to accom- 
plish what without him I can only design! as a 
parent I resolve to set my children an example of 
a godly life: to encourage those who, I trust, arc 
doing the same to perseverance ; to supply to tbe 
best of my power to all my dear children the loss, 
of their dea]^, tender, indulgent, provident . fa- 
ther. May the grace of God accompany my en- 
deavours ! 

I resolve to be kind to all my relations j to live 
id peace with all mankind as far as it. depends 
upon me ; to be clmritable to the poor of all deno* 
minaiiotts as far as I can. May God in his infi- 
nite goodness keep alive my good purposes, and 
by his Providence bless me with the means to re- 
lieve all whom that Providence may direct to me f 

O merciful God, enable me, I most humbly 
beseech thee, to keep these resolutions, and to da 
whatever thou shalt see fit to require of me in 
every relatioti of connection of life. — — — • 

The demands upon my charity increase daily* 

1 can truly say that I wish to relieve all the dis- 
tressed objects that apply to me, but I cannot da 
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it. O how painful is it to turn away one's face 
from a poor man! Lord, I grieve tliat I am 
obliged to do it. How great is the delight of 
clearing away the clouds of sorrow, and bringing 
the sun-shine of joy upon a human counte- 
nance ! — — — — — — — — 

I am not ambitious, I hope I am not, to have 
g^e^t possessions, so that I can but enjoy peace, 
arid be liberal to the necessitous. I wish to be 
moderate in all things ; this world is not an abid- 
ing-place; we seek a city whose builder and 
maker is God ; our treasure is in heaven, there 
let our hearts be also. 

O merciful Father, t desire to detach myself 
from the world, ' while 1 lift up my soul unto thee 
in humble prayer and thanksgiving. I bow my 
heart before thee, O God of all power, wisdom, 
and goodness ; transcendently great and glorious 
Being ! the thought of thine infinite perfections 
overpowers my weak faculties ; I am lost in won- 
der, admiration, and gratitude ! Creator of thou- 
sands of worlds ! Of millions of intelligent crea- 
tures ! who ean describe thy excellencies ; Pre- 
server of all that thou hast created ! who can tell 
of thy goodness ; and may I, a poor wretched 
sinner, presume to address thee ? thanks to thy 
infinite compassion ! poor, and weak, and sinful 
as I am, I may approach thee ; I may with con- 
fidence of acceptance seek thy favour and loving 
kindness. Merciful Father, I am sensible of thy 

G 2 
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ovc! O how tender, how compassionate art thou I 
1 have offended, I know my offences are num- 
berless ; I confess my sins with sorrow and confu- 
sion of face, though I humbly trust, thou wilt for- 
give me for thy dear Son's sake. Blessed Saviour, 
to thy intercession I trust for deliverance from the 
sad consequences of sin. I will not give way to 
desponding fears ; I will rejoice in thy salvation : 
yes, blessed Redeemer, I will rejoipe and be glad 
in the hopes which I have of obtaining through 
thine all-sufficient merits, a glorious resurrection 
to eternal bliss. O how transporting the thought f 
my soul longs to enter the heavenly abodes I O 
that it may acquire a heavenly temper, while it is 
a prisoner in the flesh ! What are the trifles of 
this life to one who is a candidate for eternity ? 

Father of mercies, and God of all consolation, 
I thank thee with my whole heart for all thy boun- 
tiful goodness bestowed upon me from the first mo- 
ment of my existence to the present time. I thank 
thee, gracious God ! for giving to me, my late 
dear husband and our children, the knowledge of 
salvation. 1 thank thee for all the temporal bles- 
sings thou wast pleased to bestow upon us; and 
for the consolation thou didst graciously afibrd in 
times of affliction. O my God, gratitude is all I 
have to offer, and that I present with sincerity 
and truth. Look at my heart, O God, which 
is open before thee, and which now ovei'fiows 
with gratitude and veneration. I cannot express 
the feelings of my heart. It pants for thee, the 
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living God ! O when shall I come and appear be- 
fore God? when shall I behold the glory of his 
majesty? when shall I see my divine Saviour? 
when shall I join the heavenly choir? when shall 
I enter the abodes of bliss ? Adorable Saviour ! I 
trust, when my appointed time comes, I shall 
meet death without terror. Thou wilt support me 
in my dying moments ! perhaps heaven may then 
be open to my view ! O how I love to think of 
hecvcen ! surely the last trumpet will be a joyful 
sound to me ; I hope, blessed Lord, I shall have 
•no occasion to flee away from thy presence ; I hope 
I need not fear to stand before thy judgment- seat. 
Thou wilt cover my sins and infirmities with the 
robe of thy righteousness. Thou wilt wash me in 
thy precious blood, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. I shall be justified through thy redemp- 
tion. I shall, 1 hope and trust, meet thee in the 
air \ ambition^ why wilt thou grovel on the earth 
when such glorious objects invite thee to the skies. 
Pride,* why wilt thou covet the honours and dis- 
tinctions of a vain transitory world, when ever- 
lasting honours are to be found by humility in hea^- 
-ven. 

If eavenly Father ! gracipusGod! I earnestly 
purpose to lead a godly life, following thy com- 
mandments as long as thou shalt see fit to permit 
me to ren^ain upon earth. 

Blessed Jesus ! I earnestly and sincerely pur- 
pose to be thy true apd faithful disciple unto my 
lijfe'^ qnd. 
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Spirit of grace and saactificatioa I I yield myr 
self to thy divine guidance. Above all things I 
desire to do the will of God, asxd follow the exana- 
ple of my blessed Redeemer. — — — . — 

O God, who is worthy to be copoparied with 
thee ! praised be thy name from the rising up of the 
sun to the going down of thie same. As long as I 
live will I serve thee, O jLord ; while I have any 
being I will adore and worship jtjiee. Gre.at> al- 
niighty, transcendently glorious being! I bow 
down my soul before thee with awe, veneration,, 
gratitude, and love ! Father pf Mercies ! I ronde^ 
thee humble g-nd hearty tbjanks for ^11 the bless- 
ings spiritual and fcipporal which thou hast be- 
sto^ed iipop me, nriy hie dear husband, apd all 
our dear children. Above all things, O Lord, I 
thank thee for the hopes thou hast afforded us of 
pverlasting happiness through the satisfaction of 
thy beloved Spn Jesus Christ. 

Salvation, anij glory, and honour, and praijse, 
be ascribed by all intelligent creatures to the Lord 
pur God ! Great jand marv,ellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty ! just and true are thy way|, 
P king of paints ! 

Worthy is the Lamb that wa$ slain to receives 
power, and riche?, and vyisdom, and stre^^tl^, 
?ind honour, apd glory. Thpu hast created ^U 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almjghty ! 
Praised and adored, exalted and magnified be thy 

5 
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great mi ^orious mm^ for lever mA ever! 

I will lay me dovva and t^ke my rest, -for it 4$ 
thou^ Lord, only that makest me dwejl m safety. 

Nov. 10. I am very anxious for a (tear gifl 
Kvho is going this week to leave me in order to take 
a long jourtiey. She wili certainly be absent 
many months. I rmy die before she i^turos, ^ 
U may please God to take her away, and-sKe may 
pever return to bless my eyes with the sight of her, 
to comfort my heart by her dutiful attention. Ti^is 
esse I will pi^nmfe to cast upon <jIod, for I eon-' 
sent to lier leaving meionly because my reason tells 
joie it is best to do so, and celigion forbids it not 
Instead of indulging fears I will cherish hope3. 
We may me^t again here ; if not, 1 think we shall 
certainly meet hereafter. The heavenly Jerusalem 
Is the country to which both rf us are travelling, 
|;hough Wie may im separated for a sbdrt time ia 
our journey to it. One may arrive at that de* 
Ughtfiii place soever, but the first will be ready to 
avelcome ti^ arrival of the last. 1 will not anti- 
cipate th)B 'evils p{ ^his life. I canndt govern 
events* t)uj: J trust itat Ithe Pisposer of all events 
is my fatJber and my friend. Transporting thpugh^ 
I have the Almighty for my father and my friend. 
P Lord, 1 will fc^r np evil ; no, though 1 walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
ifearaoevil; thy rod andtliy staff shalj comfort 
l^e* I will trust to thy goodnes? for the presef ya- 
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lion of my children ; I will rely on thy fatherly 
goodness, and possess my soul in patience. -^ 

P Lord, I humbly recommend to thy fatherly 
care the dear child I am likely this week to part 
from. Take her, I beseech thee, under the^ pn> 
tection of thy good providence ; preserve her from 
all perils and dangers ; prosper her journey ; ena-^ 
ble her to do good ; to give comfort and assistance 
to others ; and O preserve her in the ways of reli-» 
gion and virtue. 

Lord, I beseech thee to give thy heavenly bene- 
diction to m^, and evei'y one of my beloved fa* 
mily. Let us serve thee faithfully upon earth, 
and receive us after death into thine eternal king- 
dom. 

O praise the Lord of glory, praise him in the 
height ; praise him for his goodness, praise him 
for his mercy ! Praises a thousand times repeated, 
cannot express his excellency ! O bow feeble the 
attempts of a poor weak mortal to speak thy 
praises, thou greatest and best of Beings ! Let the 
sentimerrts of my heart, which thou canst see and 
interpret, speak for me, gracious Lord, heavenly 
Father, Lord of all power and glory ! -r- ':^ 

O what did I s^uffer a few days since when I 
passed tb^ pl&c^ of interment of my dear husband j 
the place where bi3 precious remainaare deposited} 
|be place where I hope my dust will be mixe^ 



89 

with his when my pilgrimage on earth is at an end; 
the place from whence I hope we shall rise to a 
glorious resurrection. Where will our souls be in 
the mean while ? God alone knows. Thou, dear 
husband, bast resigned thine. Mine has not yet 
pa3sed the Jordan ; but I loolc beyond it ! I see 
the heavenly hills ! I have a faint idea of heavenly 
glory. I long to see my King and my God ; my 
Saviour and Redeemer. The angelic choir! O 
extacy of thought! Transcendent goodness, to 
give such hopes to sinful mortals ! O God, my 
heart, my heart is ready. I will be talking of thy 
salvation from day to day. Adorable divine Lord, 
Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, I honour thee 
with all my heart and soul ; I desire to approve 
myself thy faithful disciple. Continue to me, I 
beseech thee, thy grace and favour ; leave me not 
to myself ; stretch out thy ha;id, or I shall sink 
under the waves of this world. Lord, while I 
live, employ me in thy service, which is dearer 
to mc than life itself. 

Almighty and merciful Father, 1 desire to hum- 
ble myself before thee as becomes a sinner. I 
know, O Lord, that all sin is an offence to the 
purity of thy divine nature, and that, as a sinner, 
I am unworthy to approach thee ; but, O Lord 
God, the race of sinners to M'hich 1 belong have 
been redeemed by thy dearly beloved Son ; for his 
sake, I beseech thee, to pardon mc. Lord Jesus, 
may thy intercession prevail for me ! for at this 
time I am not able to pray for myself;* uor would 
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my most fervent devotions have any claim to ao 
peptance without thee. On thy merits, O blessed 
Lord, is my dependance placed. Ponder my 
Kords, O I^rd, consider my meditation. O 
hearken unto the voice of my calling, languid ancl 
feeble as It is, yet hearken unto the voice of my 
calling, my King and my God ! for the aid of thy 
spirit I now pray unto thee. O kindle the flame 
pf devotion in this cold heart of mine, and then 
my voice shalt thou hear betimes ; early in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and 
will look up. I will not take pleasure in wicked^ 
ness, for, O Lord, I hope to dwell hereafter with 
thee. I will not be foolisli. I will not love va- 
pity, for thou hatest them that do .so. I will go tq 
thine house, depending upon the multitude of thy 
mercies, and in thy fear wiU I worship in thy lioly 
temple. 

- I have done with the vanities of life, but I cai) 
find enjoyment still in this transitory state. I 
have here good, dutiful, children. I have enir 
ployment of tlie mosrt satisfactory kind. I have 
the word of God to instruct me in the ways of 
holiness, and to solace my mind in affliction. I 
have the aid of the Holy Spirit to guide me. { 
have a sense of thy love, compassionate Saviour^ 
and of the tender mercy of my heavenly Father for 
thy sake. 1 have in general thy peace which pass« 
eth all understanding, and I have- the hopes of 
immortal happines;^ in heaven hereafter! but in 
the world to come, I shall, I trust, enjoy aM th^t 
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U truly desirable i» iafinitely greats* perfectiTO 
than can be felt by mortals. — — — *^ 



Q God of aU power, wisdatw, goodx>ess, giory^ 
and tn^e&ty, 1 Ji-uuibte mysejf before tbee *ind^r fi 
^en^e of un worthiness. O Xxurd^ I H^ost ^lEirnestly 
dje^ldre thje ^u^ 9iid pffeaces ivbicb I haye c^Ueii 
tpjwind, ^id I sinjcerely desire to avoid the repe- 
titipp .of them* A candidate fpr bea^vea, I blush 
.tp think Jthi^t the trifles of tjxijs life ishpuld still hmfi 
jaxiy jalLur^ments fpr me- I grieve that I ^lK>uld. 
ever be tempted^ ey^Ii fpj a moment, to offend 
against pne of thy cpmmsndments. I implore-thy 
fpXjgiveneps, graciaus Father, for the reluctance I 
bp.ve felt tp quit this mprtal life, thou^ I well 
JtJO-pw I jcpuJd not die without thy express will 
that I shpyld dosp. It is thou alone tliat kille$t 
^j^d miakest alive. O, almighty Father, not in op- 
positipn to thy blessed will Sihould I desire to live 
even A day pr uxi hour. To die, I thin^, would be 
g^n tP m^i fpr I hope thou wouldst graciously 
adipit m^ ipto thy iieavenly kingdom. Yet, O 
J^prd, I qling to thi3 mprtp.1 life, because I have 
ppt yet finished my wprfe. O that it might be thy 
pleasure to ppar^ me till that is completed. But, 
Q Gpd ! thy will, not miQe;, be done ! I desire to 
r^ign tp t^ine all-wjae disposal, myself, my simiI 
ftnd body, p[iy c|>iJdreq, my goods, all that be- 
IpngS to i?ie, I desire to resign tp thy fatherly pix>- 
t^ctian the tombs which it is my pleasure to feed, 
jPfll/ ke^p them, l?Jlqssed Saviour, ia. thy foid^ and 
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stead. 

Dec, 22. Another week has been added to my 
•life ; another sabbath has been added to my days 
of mortality. 1 am again retired to my closet to 
commune with my own heart and be still. Let me 
look back upon the space of time that has past 
-since I took a retrospect of my religious conduct. 
Through the indulgent mercy of God, I have been 
enabled to employ myself on my work which has 
driven away many an anxious care that would have 
assailed me, — .— »,-. — •*,. . — n^ 

Greatest and most glorious of Beings ! Eternal 
and infinite Creator ! sole Governor of a UnU 
verse ! how transcendently great art thou ! how 
boundless thy power, thy goodness, thy mercy, 
thy wisdom, thy holiness ! how glorious thy divine 
Majesty. O God, the Lord Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, thou alone, O Father, with thine eter- 
nal Son and Spirit, art worthy to be praised and 
had in honour ! O that thy praise may resound 
from every part of thy boundless creation ! O that 
it may sound from the harps of archangels ! All 
thy works praise thee, O God. Thine infinite 
perfection is displayed in every one of them. O 
how wonderful art thou, great God of Hosts ! Fa- 
ther of all things ! my soul is now stretched forth 
towards thee; yet how feeble is my praise! O 
God, vouchsafe to accept my humble tribute of 
adoration and thanksgiving ; the best 1 can now 
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offer ! O how my soul longs to join with angels irt 
more exalted strains; but it cannot be. What 
must the joys of heaven be, if the thought of God 
can raise a weak mortal to such exalted pleasure ! 
my soul is athirst for God, for the living God t 
when shall I come to appear before God ! when 
shall I behold his glorious presence ! when shall I 
see the benignant face of my divine Saviour ! 
Blessed Lord, when shall I hear thy glorious 
voice ? when wilt thou oome to gather together thy 
redeemed. O that I may be found among that 
blessed fiock. Lord^ I will serve thee upon 
earth. I will be faithful till death ! O keep for me 
the crown of life* Provide for me a heavenly 
mansion. Dear Lot* d, grant me thy grace that I 
may overcome the fear of death. Death where is thy 
sting? Grave where is thy victory? To me, I trusty 
thou wilt prove a conductor to the realms of joy. 
My Redeemer hath disarmed thee, he hath blunted 
thy dart Thou mayst lay my body in the silent 
grave, but what can reach the immortal spirit ! 
That shall wing its way to the abodes of bliss ! 

The-trumpet will sound, the dead will arise, this 
mortal shall pot on immortality, this corruptible 
shall put on incorruption, this vile body shall be- 
changed; I shall rise above the clouds; I shall 
leave this scene of mortality and woe ; I shall go 
where neither sorrow, nor pain, nor sin, nor 
death can follow. 

To the protection of the ever adorable Trinity I 
humbly recommend myself and all who are near 
and dear to me, now and for evermore. Am^. 
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Mr. H— ^, the TVfifer of the foHbwmg letter 
Was a respectable tradesman, whose wife had 
been extremely desirous of having the benefit of 
Mrs. Trimmer's conversation and advice, durirtg a 
lingering illness, whidh terminated, as t^as ex* 
pected, in her death. 

TO Mils. TgmMER. 
Madam, 

I should feel ffiyself wanting in gratitade, if I 
neglected longier to return you my sincere acknow* 
ledgemients for your goodness and attention to my 
late wife, I am prompted in thus addressing you 
by her most particular request, the happiness and 
comfort she experienced after taking the Sacra- 
inent and other conversations with you, made a 
suitable impression on her mind^ and enabled her 
it leave this world in such a manner as afforded 
me some consolation for her loss, accept, Madam^ 
thd tribute of thanks which by her desire, and my 
own duty I return you. Your exemplary goodness 
^d condescension to persons afflicted with.stck- 
neiss must be felt most by those who are most in 
need of such assistance, that you, Macdam, may be 
blessed with health and long life, to be of the same 
es^entill service to other afflicted families, you 
have been to mine' is the prayer of^ 

Madam, 

Your ffioit dbedletit, 

Humble servant^ 

S. H *■■ % 
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TO MR. H- 



Mr. H- 



I am very much obliged to you, for your let'- 
ter which gave, me heartfelt satisfaction. My 
earnest wish is whifet it shall please God to con- 
tinue my life, to be the instrument of his Provi- 
dence for the good of my fellow creatures ; and so 
far am t from thinking that 1 conferred a favour 
by visiting your late wife, that I feel myself ob- 
liged by the opportunity given me, of edifying by 
the example of her pious resignation to the wilt 
of God, under her very severe sufferings ; and of 
testifying my faith in the Saviour of the World, by 
encouraging one, whose piety and humility could 
not but render her an object of his divine benevo- 
lence, to look up to him with hope and confidence 
in her dying moments. That your late dear wife 
is s^one to a state of bliss, I cannot in the least 
doubt. All the' promises of the Gospel are in 
favour of such characters as her's^ and I scruple 
not to call her, in the language of our Saviour, 
" an Israelite ind^edj in whom was no guOeJ^ 
Now that all her sufferings are over, you have 
cause to rejoice on her account, that it has pleased 
God to shorten the days of her trial, and tempta- 
tion; and I am sincerely glad to find your resig- 
tiation has been such, as to procure you that consor 
iation whiph can only come from the Holy Ghost, 
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the Comfottef, and as a fellew Christiani, it like-* 
wise gives toe great pleasure to see you so regulai- 
in youT* attendance upon the public worship of* 
God ; but as ydil have made me your frieiid, by so 
kindly estimating the little ofiices, which as a Chris- 
tian, I was bound to perform when called upon to 
do so, 1 hope Jdu \vill allow itie to offer a tvord or 
two of advice to yourself, in order to induce you 
to become a frequenter of the tord's Table. You 
have lately had a most convincing proof of the 
efficacy of the Holy Sacram^tit in the strengthen-^ 
ing and refreshing of the soul of your late wife, 
but let me beg of you to consider, that though it is 
very right and proper for every Christian to par- 
take of this holy ordinance at the close of life, if 
possible, it was not instituted merely as an office 
for the dying ; but for the purpose of keeping up 
in the minds of those who, amidst the busy scenes 
of life, might be forgetful of their Redeemer, the 
continual remembrance of his death and sufFerinss. 
Call to mind then the injunction of our Lord him- 
self at the very time he was going to lay down his 
life for the sins of mankind ; " do this in remem^ 
brance ofme^^ and whilst you are so properly so- 
Jicitous to fulfil every request of your late dear 
wife, shew an equal solicitude to fulfil that of the 
Son of God, who has done infinitely more for yoil 
than any earthly friend can possibly do, and who, 
if you shew yourselif his faithful disciple, by fol- 
lowing the steps of his most holy life, and keeping 
his commandments, will reward you with ever- 
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idstih^ happiness iii thslt world, to which the late 
dieai* object of yout tenderest affection is gone be-* 
fore you. 

Hitherto, I aitt persuaded, you have discharged 
th6 relative duties in a very conscientious manner, 
and the unwearied attentiod, and unremitting kind* 
ness by which ydu mitigated the pains and suffer- 
ings of your beloved partner must afford you the 
highest satisfaction. She has left behind her, two 
pledges of the conjugal affection, which subsisted 
betwixt you, and I am sure your intention is to 
discharge towards them the duty of a double parent. 
But in every relation of life, we stand in constant 
need of divine guidance, and there is certainly no 
means of grace so efficacious for obtaining this as- 
sistance as that of receiving the Sacrameut of the 
Lord's Supper seriously and frequently, not only for 
the self examination it enduces, and the good re- 
solutions which a thorough searching of the heart 
is productive of; but there certainly is a spiritual 
grace^ a peculiar blessing annexed to the due parti- 
cipation of the Holy Communion, which, in a man- 
ner inconceivable to our limitted capacities, 
nourishes the spiritual life of the soul, and main- 
tains the union which our Saviour promises in the 
xivth Chapter of St. John's Gospel, ver. 20, to 
those who love him and keep his commandments. 
Igive^you my advice thus freely, under the idea 
that you have not yet entertained thoughts of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, but probably the resolution 
iirhich I wish to inspire may be' already formed, 
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1 should rejoice to see you at the nc;xt commemo^ 
iration of this divine ordinance at the Chapel. 
Perhaps too, you might be able to prevail upo^ 
some of your family connections who are religious 
people to accompany you. It is really grievous 
to the few who do frequent the Lord's Table, to 
see so many who with a very little preparation, 
would be acceptable guests to the Saviour they 
honour in their hearts, dishonouring him ki their 
acts, by turning their backs upon that heavenljf 
feast, whicli his goodness has provided, 
. But it is time to put an end to this long letter/ 1 
will therefore, only add, that if you should be tie- 
sirous of my advice in respect to books propel*, as 
preparatory to receiving the Sacrament, I would 
recommend Bishop Wilson on the Lord'^j Sup- 
per, and hrs Sacra Privata ; the latter is a litUfe 
manual, which in your busiest days, by the em- 
ployment of a few moments only (if ytxu have dot 
time for more) will put your thoughts into a re* 
ligious train. If you or your friends should have 
a desire for any farther communication with me 
on the subject of this letter, I shall be happy to 
give you all the assistance in my power ;. and wish;., 
ing all possible advancement in piety to thena^ and 
you, for the honour of Gody and the eternal hap^ 
pkiess of your souls, I subscribe myself. 

Your sincere friend, 

S. Trimmer- 
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TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Madam, 

J have paid but an ill compliment to yotit 
letter, in suffering it to remain so long unanswered, 
particularly when I consider it is a farther testi- 
mony of your regard, which cannot fail of being 
hi^ly flattering to me. . I have two reasons to offer 
for not answering it sooner, which I hope your 
.goodnes3 will deem satisfactory, the first is, that 
JVlr. andMrs. B- — — — , had a visitor from town, 
.which deprived me of an opportunity of saying 
what I wished on the subject of your letter, the 
MfX>nd is, I was desirous of examining myself 
with due deliberation on the subject you mention, 
that I might not return an inconsiderate answi^r 
to a letter, \be receipt of which has been of much 
service to me in the examination it necessarily pro- 
.duced : and though the situation of mind it found 
joe in, respecting reli^on, will reflect no credit on 
^me as .a Ghristian; I shall not attempt to dis^- 
^uise it 

You will perhaps be sorry to hear me say, I 
had so far advanced in thoughtless dissipation as 
to noglect the necessary duty of daily prayer, and 
although not deliberately wicked, attached to no 
4arling vice, such is the hardness of our hearts, such 

H 3 
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the depravity of human nature, and sa much do 
we Btand in need of divine assistance, that no 
sooner does our tribulation cease, than Religion 
with its attributes retires to a greater distance, and 
gives place to ideas of a less exalted nature. 

From frtequent perusals of your kind letter, I 
ha¥e redoubled my efforts to regain the ground I 
had lost, and hope, and trust by divine grace, and 
by your assistance, which you have so kindly prof- 
fered, and which I shall at all times be happy to 
receive, I shall succeed in becoming a Christian. 
With respect to taking the Sacrament, which for 
my own good, you seem so much to wish : I la- 
ment I did not receive it at the time of my wife^s 
death ; and though I am less fit than I was at that 
time, and however arduous I conceive the task for 
a young man to undertake, I am unwilling to shrink 
from its duties ; and have only to request a little 
longer time that I may farther " examine myself, 
and repent before I presume to eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup/' 

I have conversed with Mr. and Mrs. B' , 

on the subject, and they seem to wish to become 
partakers also ; and if you will have the goodness 
to spare some little time in preparing them, they 
will be the more obliged to you. I have a young 
man, a friend, who will partake when I do ; the 
books you mention^ I have procured, and if you 
wish to recommend any other, or advise further 
by letter, your goodness will ever prove an induce- 
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» 

ment to me to continue tP deiserve ypur future re-* 
gardJ, 

X am, Madam, 

With due respect^ 

your humble servant^ 



TO MR. H 



So far from taking it amiss, that you did not 
return an earlier answer to my former letter, I aoi 
pleased that you have t^ken time to consider its 
contents, and am happy to find it has been ii) apy 
degree useful to you; and as you have freely 
opened ypur mind to me, I wiU most readily give 
the best advice I am abl^ to do. 

Upon the duty of daily prayer, it is needless for 
me to enlarge, for you appear to be fully convinced 
that the neglect of it leaves the mind exposed to 
every temptation, and destitute of that divine aid, 
ivhich alone pan epable it to resist them. 

Th^ daily tribute of adoration, pr^i^e? find 
thaqksgivipg is justly due to the great Creator and 
Governor of the universe, to whose bpunty we are 
indebted for life itself, with all its present comforts, 
and future hopes ; and how can we expect a con- 
tinus^nce of bis divine favour and protection, or ad- 
mission to an etpjmal inheritance hereafter, if we 
>vill not pray for them, since Qod requires us tQ 
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do so ? Let me therefore, earnestly entreat you, 
carefully to avoid the sin you so justly deplore, 
which opens the door to q. thousand others. 
When you. have accustomed yourself for a Short 
time, to begin and end the day with prayer, I am 
persuaded you will continue it from inclination. 
Consider what an inestimable privilege it is, to be 
permitted, to address the greatest and best of Be*r 
ings, and the unspeakable advantages which are at- 
tached to it, and surely you will never more slight 
it as you have done. 

It is certainly to be lamented, that you should 
have made any deviations from the path of duty; 
but lyith such conviction upon your mind, of the 
folly of a life of dissipation, and such an earnest 
desire to be a Christian in the true sense of the 
word, it appears to me, that you have no very diffi^r 
cult task to perform. Strive for the victory over 
the world, the flesh, and the devil; pray for the 
help of divine grace, and strength will be given 
you from above ; bqt you must strive^ for we can- 
not expect that God will assist us if we are wanting 
to ourselves. In order to animate you to this im- 
portant combat, on which no less than your eternal 
happiness depends, you should frequently, and 
seriously reflect upon the things of eternity, as 
described in the Holy Scriptures ; and consider 
whether there is any thing in this life, that is worthy 
to be put in competition with the joys of Heaven, 
and an eternal inheritance of glory and immor^ 
tality. 
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In respciet to your wishing to defer your at- 
tendci.nce at ^e Sacrament, till you have perfectly 
satisfied your mind, that you are on a proper state 
of preparation for it, I do not in the least blame 
you. But it appears to me, that you entertain a 
mistaken idea, concerning the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, and that you look upon the ^first 
receiving it, as entering into a new and solemn 
covenant. It is no such thing, it i$ a means^ and 
a most blessed one, of repairing the breaches of a 
former covenant^ and I do not see how any one 
^n ^ith strict propriety call himself a Christian, 
\yho (Joes not avail himself of it, since every one 
hq,s repeatedly broken the covenant into which ha 
entered by the Sp^crament of Baptism, and con- 
not be restored to its privileges without having 
recourse to the other Sacrament for fhe renewal of 
them; for, divine ordnances having been ap- 
pointed by our Lord himself, for express purposes^ 
we certainly are not at liberty to chuse whether 
we will cqmply witli them or not; neither are 
we able to obtain forgiveness and remission of 
?ins, in >vays of our own contriving. If you will 
carefully, and deliberately, read over, in the Com- 
vcKQti Prayer Book, the offices for the administra- 
tion of tjie two Sacrameats of Baptism, and of the 
J^ord'^ Supper, (which are perfectly conformable to 
Scripture) you will ^ee that having been initiated 
into tb|5 Church of Chris^t by the former, you are 
solemnly bound to believe, and to do all that the 
latter requires pf those who partake of it, viz. td 
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renounce the Devil and all hia works, &c. to belief 
the articles of the Christian Faith^ and to keep 
God'S hqly will and commandments i^ll (be days 
of your lite ; for it was upon those conditions only, 
that you were made a member of Christ, a child of 
of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven. 
You acknowledge that you have broken the term* 
of the Christian Covenant, by doing which you 
have forfeited the privileges of it. Do you wish, 
let me ask you, to cease to be a member of Christ ? 
Do you no longer wish to have God for your fa- 
ther ? Are you contented to forego your claim to a 
heavenly inheritance; or do you wish to renew 
your covenant with God, and to be in a state of 
favour and son-ship with him. Surely you cannot 
hesitate a moment, which alternative to make 
choice of. In this emergency, what course can you 
pursue, but to partake of the Holy Sacrament, 
which the Redeemer of the world himself ordained, 
not only to keep up the remembrance of the sa- 
crifice, which he made for the sins of the world ; 
but as a means of obtaining remission andjorgive" 
iiess qfsinSf uppn the conditions of faith in his bloody 
i^nd sincere repentance. So far from considering 
it as an arduous task, for a young man tp receive 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, I regard 
this holy institution as peculiariy suited to the 
earl^ period of life, and partif ularly necessary 
then. I yv^s myself, a communicant at the aga 
of 15, and numberless have been the comfortf I 
have derived in the cpurse of my life from a fre^ 



queiit attendance upoff the Lord's Table. I eaii 
0S3ure yoU| that I would not give up those com* 
iqrU, for any pleasure this world afibrdi. Every 
phild of mine, I rejoice to say| isf a fireqiiepter of 
jthe Holy Communion by choice, and I am sure 
they a]re ^1 ready, to acknowledge that they harp 
found their youth the happier owinjg fp the pQO|« 
forfa^ble p^pipatioQ of it* 

Your sincere friend. 
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Jan. 1. I rise from my bed after a tolerably 
good night to enter upon a new year. Whether I 
fihalh see the end of it, God only knows : I do not 
desire to look into futurity, I only wish so to num* 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart unto wis- 
dom ; I only wish to live to be of use to my fa- 
mily, and to finish my work. Perhaps it may 
please the Almighty Father to contbue my life for 
these purposes ; but I desire to bring my mind 
into perfect obedience to his blessed will. X wish 
to be prepared to give up my accounts with joy, 
whenever he shall see fit to call me hence, — 

Almighty Father ! I lift up my soul to thee ; 
I praise, I adore, I magnify thy great and glorious 
name ! O Lord God Almighty, I love thee, with 
all my heart, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength. I desire to do thy holy will ; I aspire 
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after tliesjoys of thy heavenly kingdom ! What is 
there in the whole circle of creation that I desh^ 
in comparison of thee. O I-ord, unite me to thee, 
through the mediation of thy blessed Son ! 

Saviour of the world ! adorable Jesus ; honoured* 
and beloved L.ord, thou knowest that I love thee. 

how my soul loves to meditate on divine and 
heavenly truths. Thanks ! thanks ! to the God of 
all goodness^ for revealing them, 

I shall not always grovel upon earth ! No, I 
shall hereafter, I humbly trust, rise to the regions 
of immortal bliss ! Transporting expectation : O 
how the heart expands with it. I shall behold 
my Saviour ! I shall approach the throne of God } 

1 shall join with angels! with the spirits of just 
men made perfect, in hymns and hallelujahs, 'be«p 
fore the throne of Grace ! Honour, and glory, 
and power, and riches, and dominion, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever ! Amen ! 

Jan. 12. It has pleased the God of all grace 
and mercy to let me see another Sabbath ; but I 
have not been free from the apprehensions of sud** 
den death; I have had many very alarming symp-^ 
toms : it appears to me as if my constitution was 
in a bad way ; but perhaps my danger may be ima* 
ginary ; God knows : however, let me watch ; let 
me keep my lamp burning, that if the Bridegroom 
calltfj I may be ready to attend ! — •— -^ 
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X 



Vain pomps and pleasures of this world/ what* 
are ye, when compared even with the imperfect 
i^eas which I now entertain of heavenly bliss ? 
My soul aspires after a crown of glory, an hea*. 
wnly inheritance, after the vision of God, tiie 
society of angels ! O ye celestial spirits ! I long 
to unite with you in hymns and choral pympho- 
uies ! I long to bend with you before (he throne 
pf Grace ! It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord ; to sing praises unto thy name, O most 
highest ! To show forth thy loving kindness in the 
mprning, and (by truth in the night season ! For 
thou, O Lord, hast made me glad through thy 
works ! O Lord, how wonderful aye thy w^prks ! 
Thou fitt clothed with majesty ! Thou art girded 
with* strength ; thy throne is established of old : 
thou art frqm everlasting ! Ti'&nscendently great 
and glorious Being! my soul contemplates on thine 
infinite perfection with veneration and awe ! with - 
iove and gratitude inexpressible. O continue to 
me thy loving kindness, thy tender mercies ! Thy 
favour, O Lord, is dearer to ipe thai> life itself* 
May I find admittance to tliy presence when I 
quit this mortal state ! 

My soul now flies upwards, on the wings of d^- 
voUot) ; she flies to God ! Father pf the universe 1 
Almighty God ! Lord God of heaven and earth ! 
behold a poor weak mortal aspiring to rise above 
mortality. I cannot find words to express fthe 
feelings of my heart I will bless thee^ C^ L<ord, 
at all times; thy praise shall be continually in ii^y 
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mouth! My soul shall make her bodst in the 
Lord ; the bumble shall hear tberMf and be gladi 

magnify the Lord with me, and let us praise his 
name together. As the hart panteth for the watet 
brooks^ so panteth my soul after thee, O God ! my 
soul thirsteth for God/yea even for the living God! 
when shall I come and appear before God? God 
is the Lord, and greatly to be feared ; there is no 
end of his greatness 1 My soul truly waiteth upon 
God^ from him cometh my salvation ; he only is 
my rock and my salvation ; he is my defence, so 
that I shall not be moved ♦ My soul, O God, 
shall be satisfied when I praise, thee with joyful 
lips, I will remember thee upon my bed, and 
meditate upon thee in the night watches. Because 
thou hast been my helper, therefore under the sha- 
dow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

Feb. S. Lord, with gratitude and veneration 

1 offer unto thee my humble thanksgivings for 
thine abundant mercies ; but particularly for the 
peace and comfort of mind I have lately enjoyed, 
in the deliverance which thou bast graciously 
granted me from the fear pf sudden death ; and for 
giving me renewed strength to continue* thdse 
works by which I humbly hope to benefit the 
rising generation of the poor. I render thee the 
tribute of humble thanksgivings for all the bles^ 
ings, spiritual and temporal, bestowed upoa me 
and my dear childiren. Q Lord God, heavenly 
Father, vouchsafe to receive these my thanksgiv 
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ings, for tbe dafce of Jesus Chri^ thy Sen, attd mif 
Adorable i^iour ! 

O Lord, thou kcoivest betto* tbati myself what 
I stand in need of s all my wants, and all n^ 
wishes, ai'e before thee. Vouchsafe, I beseech 
thee, to supply my neoessities of every kind, as 
thou seest best for me ! Satbfy those wishes which 
Hre agreeable to thy blessed will, and enable me to 
-submit with entire resignation of mind to the dis-^ 
'appointment of those which thou dost not see fit to 
grant I also entreat thee to continue thy hea-^ 
venly benediction to all ray dear children, where^* 
soever dispersed. I pray to thee, O Lord, in par- 
ticular for those dear children who are at a dis-^ 
tance from me : May they enjoy the betiefit of 
thy grace and guidance. All this I beg for the 
sake of my dear Saviour, the only Mediator be- 
twixt thee, O God, and sinful QKin! Adorable 
JSedeemer! Son of God! Friend of my joull 
plead for thy faithful but weak servant i O plead 
for me, blessed Lord ! 



O I could sit and think of these things till I 
liknost fancied myself an inhabitafit of beayen. 
4Sweet thoughts of heavenly pleasures : of the so- 
ciety of angels, of the wisdom of God, of the he« 
-A^nity of the Redeemer, fill my mind ! Dda^t- 
^i contemp^ktion, that ipves wings to the semi! 
God of «l11 po^er ^aa(i glory, when shall I liehohi 
iii6 reaUty pf these^ things, of vichtcb at presesU J 
can have but faint shadows ! O that I could praise 
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praise thee according to thy excellent greatnes*. 
King of kings and Lord of lords ! O that I could 
do thy will, Almighty Father, as it is done in hea-* 
yen! I praise, X bless, I adore, I magnify thee^ 

Lord God of Hosts ; thou greatest, thou best of 
Beings ! Lord, who can speak of thee ais thou 
art ! Not even the highest archangel can decla^re 
tby majesty, tfhy power, thy wisdom, thy goodn^s^ 
thy mercy, thy truth: much less a poor, weak, 
erriog mortal* Yet vouchsafe to accept the hum- 
ble adoration which I pay thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart ! Adorable Trinity, I worship thee 
with the conviction of my understanding. O Ues5 
me, help me, comfort me, instruct me : recdve 
me hereafter to eternal glory and bliss, great God 
Almighty I 

Feb. 9. — — — — — — 

After this retrospect, which I have made with ar 
sincere desire of knowing the present state of my 
iftOuI, and of calling to mind the mercies of the past 
week, I will address my God in humble, prayer^ 
Merciful Father ! God of all grace and goodness, 

1 bow my soul before thee, in an-humble sense of 
my own unworthiuess, and thine infinite perfec* 
tion. O Lord, I confess myself a sinner* Alast 
my sins and offences' are innumerable, and I am 
not worthy to address thy- -divine Majesty hut 
through the mediation of myrblessed Redeeister, 
thy ^ly Son Je^us^ Chrii^t t ffr b]sj)ake> I beBOGch 
thee, pardon- all my {Mast^ofieades^^and recei^^ me 
lito iavourr O Lord, with c^ gnat^M ^^^' I offej 
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th(3^ my humble thanksgivings fbr all th^ m^tciei 
of the week past; particularly for the pea^ and 
tranquillity whi(*h thou hast graciodsly affoi^d6d 
me^ aiid for the strength which has been granted 
me for the pur&uit of my labours. I thank thee, 

God, for the success thou hast graciously ^red 
to my plan for the benefit of the poor. O vouch*^ 
safe to continue and incfease it» and give me the 
heart to make a proper use of what thy bountiful 
hand bestows. Let me not be vain and con« 
ceited ; let me not be puffed up with the applauses 
of men : thy divine approbation ought to be my 
first object : thy glory, my principal aim. 

Merciful Father, vouchsafe to continue thy bles^« 
ing to me and my dear family. Gmnt us, I most 
earnestly beseech thee, those things of which we 
stand in need : restrain in us all covetous desires ; 
teach us moderation and contentment. O Lord> 
let us ever act in all tilings with a strict regard to 
duty; preserve us from worldly-mindedness. O 
merciful Father, gracious God, ther husband of 
the widow, the father of the fatherless, hearketi 
unto my prayer, which goeth not out of feigned 
lips. lift up the light of thy countenance, make 
thy &ce to shine on us, and grant us peace, for 
Jesus Christ's sake ! Amen ! -^ — 

O Lord, I praise thee for all the blessings I en* 
joyed in the holy state of matrimony. I thank 
thee for giving me grace to do my duty, as I trust 

1 did, in an acceptable munner^ ia that state. I 
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fchank thee, O God, iFor making me the parent of 
good children. O Lord^ the instances of thy lov^ 
irig kindnes^ are beyond number. O that I could 
offer thee such praise and adoration as thy great^ 
faess, thy gooddess, thy wisdom, thy power justly 
demand. While 1 live will I praise thee, O Lord ! 
As long as I have my being, I will extol thet, O 
God, my King ! I will bless thy name for ever 
and ever ! Every day will I bless thee. Great 
art thou, O Lord, and wonderful ; there is no end 
of thy greatness : it is unsearchable* Thou art 
good to all, arid thy tender mercies are over all 
thy works. All thy works praise thee, O Lord, 
and thy saints shall bless thee : they shall speak of 
thy glory, and talk of thy power ; to make known 
to the sons of men thy mighty acts, and the glori- 
ous majesty of thy kingdom : thy dominion, O 
Lord, endureth throughout all ages. O Lord, 
thou art nigh unto all them that call upon thee in 
truth ; thou wilt fulfil the desire of them that fear 
thee ; thou also wilt hear their cry, and will save 
them. O Lord, preserve me, for Hove thee ! my 
mouth shall speak thy praise ! my soul shall bless 
thy holy name, for ever and ever ! — — ^ ~ 

Feb. 16. Once more 1 retire from the world 
to examine my heart, to make up my account ; 
that if it shall please my Lord and Master to call 
me at midnight, I may be ready. O aw^ful 
thought ! this night may my soul be required of 
me ! though at this instant I am free from alarm* 
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ing. S5Miiptoms. God only knows whether I shail 
see the morning light: his will, not mine, be 
done ! — — • — — — -^ — 

My mind is at this instant full of humble con- 
fidence that my adorable Saviour has granted me 
an interest in that atonement, which he made for 
the sins of the whole world. I am stedfastly pur- 
posed to make his divine precepts the rule of my 
actioos, to take his holy life for my pattern, and 
therefore will not give way to desponding fears. 
No! rather let me indulge tlie delightful hope that 
my imperfect services have been accepted through 
faith. O Lord, heavenly Father ! I beseech thee 
to pardon all my transgressions, for the sake of 
thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Mediator 
betwixt thee and a race of sinful mortals ! O 
Lord, continue, I beseech thee, thy grace and hea- 
venly benediction to all my dear family. Bestow 
on them and me those blessings,, both spiritual and 
tempbral, which thou knowest that we stand in 
Vieed of: and enable us to submit to all the dis- 
pensations of thy Providence ! -^ — ; — 

Great God Almighty, Father of the universe,, 
thou greatest and best of Beings, O thou whose 
infinite perfections exceed all praise \ O thgu from 
whom all good things proceed y receive my ado- 
ration I my thanksgivings — O Lord, thqu seest 
my heart! thou canst read its wishes 1 O that I 
could praise thee in angielic strains ! Gloi'y to God 
in the highest 1 and on earth peace ! good-will to^ 



wards mefi ! Honour, and glory, aind povtef, ^rid 
dominion be unto him thatsittetli upon the throne 
of heaven, and -to the Lamb for ever and ever I 
Great art thou, O King of kings and Lord of lords. 
How imperfect is this homage to the Author of 
the universe. O God, I fdel thy goodness ! I ac- 
knowledge thy greatness, I submit to thy power, 
I will be guided by thy wisdom. Accept me for 
my Saviour's sake ! Adorable Saviour, intercede 
for me. 

Feb. 23. I 8tm come to the end of another' , 
Sabbath, and thanks to the God of all grace and 
goodness, it has been a comfortable day. I have 
gone through the business of it wath more ease and 
satisfaction than usual. I am not conscious of 
any particular offence committed in the course of 
the last week : of no presumptuous sin, I mean. 
My offences, I am sensible^ have been numerous, 
but they do not lie heavy upon my mind. I trust 
and hope, they will not be charged to my account 
at the last day. I would not dissemble or cloke 
them before the face of Almighty God. It would 
be in vain to attempt to do so. Alas ! they are 
better kaown to God, than they afe to me : but I 
trust the peace and tranquillity I at this instant 
feel, is an earnest that God has forgiven them* 
O merciful and gracious Father, let me not de- 
ceive myself in so niomentous a coticern • let me 
not think more highly of myself than I oughjt to 
think. I know and feel, O Lord, that I am a 
poor, weak, erring mortal ; that 1 have no merits 

I 2 
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ef rrry own rn the sight of thine infinite peffectiotr^ 
My trust is wholly built upon the merits of my 
lledeemer ; upon the rock of ages f — — 

O Almighty Father, hearken, I beseech thee^ 
to my homble supplications: receive the widow^S' 
prayer ; protect the fatherless childf en^ O grant 
my humble petitions ; in mercy grant them, for 
my dear Redeeimer s sake f 

Father of the universe f God of heaven and 
earth, the fountain of all blessings, the giver of alt 
good things, thou art exalted above all praise. O 
mayest thou receive the willing homage of all the 
millions of intelligent creatures thy creating power 
has brought into existence. I love Ihee,. O God,, 
with my whole heart ,n I adore thee, I worship 
fliee, I devote myself to thy service, I praise thee^ 
I ma^ify thee, O Lord God Almighty. Adorable 
and ever-blessed Trkiity, glory be to thee for ever 
and ever, Amen \ 

Marcl^ 2. At the conclusion of this holy day, 
1 would call my sins to remembrance, I would 
judge myself, that I may not be Judged of the 
Lord.' Nothing remains upon my conscience but 
a general sense of weaki^ss and ifl»perfection« O 
Lord^ I beseech thee, awaken in me a sense of 
every sin, by which I have offended thee, that I' 
may with sorrow and contrition aclnowledge md 
deplore it. O let me not deceke myself into an 
opinion that I am righteous, and do oot stand in 
need of repentance. No, mottgrfK:iou5 God, &r 
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be such thoughts from me ! but I am willing to lay 
hold of those hopes which thy promises hold out, 
that faith and repentance will be accepted for righ- 
teousness. A true faith I trust I have, and that 
leads me to rely on the merits of a jcrucified Savi- 
our, to supply what is deficient, to atone for what 
is amiss in me. For my dear Redeemer's sake, 
vouchsafe, O merciful Father I to pardoo all my 
6ins, both of omission and commission. Take 
not thy Holy Spirit from ra^, but grant me 
grace to improve in every Christian virtue. 
I most humbly beseech thee to continue thy 
^vour and loving kiodness to all my dear children. 
O Lord, preserve them all, I beseech thee, in thy 
faith and fear : suffer them not to depart from the 
paths of holiness, or if any amongst them unhapr 
pily stray, bring them back again ! 

Accept, most gracious God ! my humble thanks^ 
gtvings for the mercies of the last week bestowed 
upon me and mine, for the blessings of health, 
peace, quiet repose, strength to perform our re* 
spective duties ; for a comfortable supply of the 
necessaries of this mortal life, apd for the stiU 
more valuable supplies of grace, »iid inward con- 
solation. Jleceiye,' O inerciful Father, these my 
humble petitions and thanksgivings, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, thy Sqq, arid our Saviour { 
Amen ! 

O Lord God Almighty, I lift up my soul to thee 
In adoration and tlianksgiving. View my heart I 
P I/)r(J, I cannot fiijd words equal to tbi? s^nti^ 
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ments I feel; I praise thee, O God! I acknowf 
ledge thee to be the Lord ; I worship thee, the 
Father everlasting. To thee all angels cry aloud, 
the heavens and all the powers therein ; to thee, 
.cherubim and seraphim continually do cry, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts! Heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory : glory be to thee, O 

I hope I have not given way to vanity, since I 
reatd my own character drawn in so flattering a 
manner by an unknown author. All that is said 
there of me, I wish to deservje ; but do I deserve 

I ^m praised for haying borpe two most trying 
afflictions with Christian fortitude. This, I thank 
God ! has not kindled a sp^rk of vanity in me. I 
never, that 1 know of, lost the sense qf the divine 
favour in these instance^. No, Lord God Al- 
niiglity ! Father of mercies ! God of all consolar 
' tion ! to thee, to thee alone, be ascribed all th^ 
praise that is due fof the example J set in bearing 
my aiilictions with patient resignation. When 
thou saw est fit to destroy the hopes I had fondly 
formed, that my dear son w ould be restored tQ 
health, thou didst rpost kindly prepare me for the 
separutiop. O let me never forget thy fatherly 
goodness! Praised, praised be thy glorious name, 
for the comfort thou didst afford me ; for enabling 
me tQ submit to thy all-wise dispensatipn. Again, 
]fyhep jhou ^yast pleased to call me \o thp §eyer^f 
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trial of parting from the best and kindest of bus- 
feands, how great and manifold were thy tender 
«iercies, Lord" God Almighty ! how sweetly didst 
thou sooth my afflicted heart. O may I never 
arrogate to myself any merit for bearing with for- 
titude what my weak nature would have sunk un- 
der had I not been supported by thy sustaining 
hand ! O Lord, look into my heart which is open 
before thee ; let the gratitude which now glows 
within it ascend to thee as an evening sacrifice 1 
May it be a sw^eet smelling savour ! — .^-. _.- 

O how wasmy poor heart wrung with anguish when 
the picture of my misfortunes in losing my beloved 
husband and child, was so unexpectedly set before 
me ! truly has the writer described the circum- 
stances of my distresses, though she has -given me 
more merit for bearing them than I deserve. How 
can I bear the sad recollection of that fatal night 
which separated thee from me my beloved hus^ 

O merciful Father, I render thee unfeigned 
thanks for all the comforts and blessings of the last 
week. May we make a proper use of all thy good 
gifts ; and submit vvith becoming resignation to all 
the trials thou mayst see fit to allot us during our 
pilgrimage upon earth. 

Divine Lord, adorable Saviour ! eternal Son of 
the eternal Father, vouchsafe to accept the hum* 
ble homage of q. heart sincerely devoted to theci 
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and truly si^nsible of the redeqnptiop whiqh iho^ 
bast purchased for mankind, of which 1 hope to 
partake. O Lord, 1 have the firmest faith ix^ 
thee; on thee ^lone are all my hopes of 4 
happy eterpity fixed. I feel a fervent zeal for 
thy honour and glory. I wish to proiijote the 
knowledge of thy glojrjous gosppl. Give me fresh 
supplies of grace. Grant me thy peace. Prosper 

the work of piy hand ; strengthen me to complete 

• . ■ ' ■ * . ^ 

I will conclude my evening employinent with 
the praises of pod. Lord of all power and might, 
glory, majesty, apd dominion ! I, thy poor crea- 
ture, presume to offer unto thee my humble 
praise 1 who can speak of thee acc;ordijig to the 
excellency of thy glory ! who, O Lord, can de- 
scribe thine infinite perfections? I will magnify 
thee, O God, in my imagination ! I will think of 
thee as highly as I am capable of doing in this im- 
perfect st^te ! I wjU praise thy name for ever an^ 
ever ! Great, art thou, O Lord, and marvellous 
are thy doings, thoq art worthy to be praised and 
had in honour ! there is no end of thy greatness. 
J would be talking of thy salyation from dp-y to 
day; I will speak of thy worship, thy glory, thy 
praise, and wondrous works. O that all mankind 
would unite in worshipping, serving, and adoring 
thee! that thy will were done on "earth as it is 
in heaven. Lord, 1 can testify from my own ex- 
perience, that thou art gopd and gracious, merciT 
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£ul and long-suffering. Thou art loving unto 
every man, and thy mercy is over all thy works! 
Thy kingdpm is an everlasting kingdom, and thy 
dominion pndureth throughout all ages. Thou 
^ast uphoiden me when I was falling ; thou hast 
lifted me up when 1 was down; thou, O Lord, 
art holy in al} thy ways, and righteous in all thy 
works. My mouth shall speak thy praise ; as long 
as 1 have any being I will praise thee, O God, 
most holy, O Lord most mighty, adorable Trinity ! 
Amen! Amen! 

Glory, honour, thanksgiving, might, adoration, 
praise, be ascribed unto God most high 1 O Lord, 
who is like unto thee ? thei'e is none worthy to be 
compared to thee ! thou art good, and tiiy mercy 
end ureth for ever. I Mill praise thee, O God, I 
will worship thee as long as I have^any being; for 
thy loving kindness and thy truth are ever more 
and more towards me. In the day when I cry 
junto thee thou sustainest me, and strengthenest 
.pne with strength in my sopL I will extol thee, O 
jGod, my king ! I will bless thy name for ever and 
ever i Praise the Lord of heaven ; praise him in 
the height. Praise him all ye angels of his, ye 
servants of his that dp his pleasure. Praise tho 
J^rd, O my souU 

^f arch 23. I desire most earnestly to repent 
and amend my life in every thing that is amiss. 
^Father of mercies, beneficent and merciful Crea- 
tor ! I most earnestly beseech thep to pardon all 
poy sins for Jesus Christ'sf sake : and to give me 

3 
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grace to avoid them for the time to come ! O Lord 
most rrjighty ! I would not willingly offend thee ! 
on the contrary, my desire is, to live to thy ho- 
nour and glory ! to act up to the perfection of the 
nature thou hast given me. But, O Lord, how 
greatly do I fall short of it! enter not into judg- 
ment with thy servant, O Lord, for in thy sight 
shall no man living be justified ! 

I beseech thee, O Lord, to continue thy hea^ 
venly benediction to all my dear children. Hold 
up their. goings in the paths of righteousness; 
Jead them on towards the heavenly mansions* 
Lord God ! heavenly Father ! hear my prayer that 
goeth not out of feigned lips, and grant these my 
humble petitions for my dear Redeemer's sake ! 

I will evei' cherish a grateful remembrance of 
tny beloved husband; so highly do I esteem hb 
virtues, that I build the fondest hopes upon them : 
yes, I think, through the merits of a crucified Sa* 
viour, we shall certainly meet again. O delight- 
ful expectation ! perhaps I shall find him when my* 
soul wings her flight to the eternal regions, in com- 
pany with the dear children who went before. 
Perhaps our honoured parents may be also with 
him, and that dear saint my excellent brother! 
nay, I can carry my hopes back to former genera* 
tions of pious ancestors, of some whom 1 knew, 
and of others who died before I was born. I shall 
not then be a stranger in the realms of bliss ; per-» 
haps the angels, those who have ever beeninbabi-> 
lants of heaven, will give me a benevolent wel» 
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come; the Saviour of the world perhaps will 
vouchsafe to own me as his faithful though erring 
servant. I slrall behold the glory of my heavenly 
Father ! I shall bow before his throne ! freed from 
the infirmities of the flesh, I shall then be able to 
praise him with fervour and delight. I shall learn 
the hymn of angels. How feeble is the highest 
praise to which I can now aspire. O angelic 
hosts ! behold a soul anxious to imitate your blest 
example, but unable to accomplish its desires. I 
love God, I fear him, I adore him, I honour the 
Son even as I honour the Father, I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the lord and giver of life, but I can- 
not express the sentiments of my heart! I would 
spend my life in praising God, if my weak powers 
would admit of it, or if it were consistent with the 
duties of humanity to do so; but I must wait till 
Biy change comes, and then I hope, blessed Spi- 
rits, to be admitted into your company. O how 
happy am I to think that there are in the creation 
intelligent beings capable of giving praise to the 
Creator, the Redeemer, the sanctifier, and that 
I shall hereafter be like them. O God, thou know-* 
est my heart i let my meditation find acceptance 
with thee for Jesus Christ's sake. I once more 
devote myself to the service of God; I resolve to 
walk in the way of his commandments ; to take up 
my cross and follow my Saviour ; to yield my mind 
to the guidance of the Holy Ghost ; to commit my 
ways unto the Lord ; to act with kindness and 
fompsission to my fellow-creatures ; to keep my 
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heart mth all diligence, for out of it are the issues 
of life ! 

March 30. — — — — — — — 

O merciful Father! I further pray unto thee in 
behalf of my dear children. I beseech thee to 
draw them all nearer md nearer to thee. O let 
not the arts of Satan prevail against any one of 
them. Deliver them, I most earnestly beseech 
thee, out of all temptations, To thy good provi* 
dence I Ipok up for the kindnpss thou hast gra- 
ciously promised to the widow and the fatherless, 
O Lord, I cast my care uppn fHee, for I know 
thou carest for n^e, mean and humble as I am. 
Lord, when I think of my distance from thee, I 
am lost in wonder and adoration ! Gr^ at God of 
heaven and earth ! hpw transcend^ntly great and 
glorious art thou ! I cannot even think worthily of 
thine infinite perfeptions ! adored be thy name, O 
Lord God x\lmighty ! 

April 20. Easter- Day. 

Blessed and adorable Saviour ! this day have I 
approached thy holy table to commemorate with 
my fellow Christians thy glorious resurrection ! 
O Lord, I acknowledge thee to be the true Pas-? 
chal Lamb. The true Passoyer, for whose sake 
a race of sinners wall bp sayed fron^ everlasting 
death ! I most firmly believe that thou art risen 
from the dead, and that thou hast opened unto m 
the gate of everlasting life. 

I know full well the importance of thy resurrec- 
tion; for upon it are ^xed all tjie hopes I can en? 



tertain of rising to eternal life myself ( tnay t 
live so that when the last trumpet shall summon 
me from the grave, I may be acknowledged by 
thee, and admitted^ for thy sake, amongst the re^ 
deemed of heaven. 

O what bliss even to think of heaven f region* 
of eternal glory ! rivers of pleasure ! a thousand 
times ten thousand multitudes of happy and bene-^ 
volent spirits ! choirs of angels ! continual praise 
and adoration ! Great God of heaven and earth, 
how can I thank thee for affording to a worm like 
me even the most distant hope of entering heaven. 
But my Saviour is risen from the dead ; he has^ 
ascended up on high ; he has opened the gate of 
life, that the righteous may enter in. He inter- 
cedes for his faithful people ; he covers them with 
the robe of his righteousness ; he will wash them 
in his precious blood ; he will present his redeem- 
ed to the Father, and they will be accepted for his 
sake* I praise the Lord of glory ; I magnify the 
Redeemer ! O that I could speak of him as he is ! 
blessed Saviour, I adore thee, I worship thee, 
I hoQOur thee, I love thee, I wish to please thee, 
1 desire to be faithful till death ; may I obtaia 
the crown of glory ! 

Merciful Father, be graciously pleased to par- 
don my manifold offences for Jesus Christ's sake. 
O great and good Lord God Almighty, what a 
poor weak creature am 1 1 O Lord, I am truly 
sensible of my manifold sins and infirmities ; I 
know and feel that I greatly fall short of my duty I 
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I know that I am not worthy to lift up my soul t& 
a God of infinite perfections. O Lord, I acknaw-' 
ledge that so far from having any merit, I am un- 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies ; that 1 have 
forfeited thy favours and the blessings of immor- 
tality a thousand and a thousand times. O Lord, 
if I have ever improperly exalted myself; If I 
have ever thought more highly of myself than I 
ought to think, I desire now most earnestly ta 
humble myself even to the dust before thee! O 
Lord God Almighty, vouchsafe in thine infinite 
compassion to grant me pardon and peace for my 
deal' Redeemer's sake. Gracious Father, vouch- 
safe to send thy Holy Spirit into my heart to 
cleanse and sanctify it. May that divine Spirit 
correct whatever is amiss in my temper and dispo- 
sition, and give me a truly Christian heart! A 
heart full of benevolence, kindness, charity, and 
devout affection, then shall I be pleasing in thy 
sight, Holy Father, for Jesus Christ's sake ! 

Accept, most gracious Lord, my humblest 
thanksgivings for thine abundant mercies to me 
and my dear family. O continue to us all,, thy 
heavenly benediction, and prosper all our under- 
takings that are agreeable to thy will and com- 
mandments. Preserve us from all the tempta- 
tions and allurements of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and lead us in the path of life and glory, 
till we finally enter the kingdom of thy dear Son, 
there to enjoy the happiness which thy goodness 
bjas reserved for the righteous. Receive, most 
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gracious Father, my humble supplications in be- 
half of my friends, and also of my enemies. Lead 
them all in the way of truth and goodness ; shower 
down thy choicest blessings on our king and na- 
tion, and avert from us those dreadful evils under 
which a neighbouring nation is now groaning. O 
may we be an acceptable people in thy sight, a 
nation of Christians ! Amen ! Amen { 

Dear and adorable Saviour! Friend of my 
soul, I presume to come to thee humbly and ear- 
nestly imploring thy gracious intercession. Vouch- 
safe, blessed Son of God, the only mediator be- 
tween a lost race and the infinite majesty of hea- 
ven ; vouchsafe to give efficacy to my imperfect 
prayers which 1 havie offered to my heavenly Fa- 
ther. O Lord, without thee I am nothing, or 
worse than nothing, a miserable sinner ! 

Eternal, infinite, adorable Trinity; Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, praised be thy glorious 
name, Almighty God. O that I could praise thee 
according to thine infinite perfection; that I could 
speak of thee as thou art ! that I might glorify 
thee by devoting all the faculties of my soul for 
ever to thy service, and to the manifestation of 
thy goodness and mercy ! Remember me, O Lord, 
according to the favour that thou bearest unto thy 
people ! visit me with thy salvation ! may I here- 
after partake of the felicity of thy chosen ! 

O eternal Father, great God Almighty, the 
fountain of all goodness, the author of my being! 
my soul honours thee with the highest veneration I 
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1 adore thee, O my God, with the deepest huml^ 
lity ; I feel my dependance upon thee, I am sensi- 
ble that I am indebted to thy bountiful goodness^ 
for every thing T enjoy, and for the hopes of ai 
happy immortality ; and yet how often do 1 trans* 
gress against thy holy laws ! O Lord, that I do sa 
is the greatest grief of my heart ; that heart which 
is at all times open to thy all seeing eye, and which 
at this time glows with the sincerest gratitude to- 
wards thee. O that I could at all times main- 
tain such sentiments tow ards thee ; that I could at 
all times please thee ! But, O Lord God, thou 
knowest my weaknesses. I trust that thou pitiest 
me as a father pitieth his child who offends not 
vith a perverse heart, but from weakness. Most 
merciful God, I humbly and earnestly beseech 
thee to pardon my manifold offences for my dear 
Redeemer's sake. O Father Almighty, thou 
knowest that 1 honour the Son even as I honour 
thee ! thoq knowest that I do not presume to ex- 
pect or hope for salvation, but through his merits. 
Pardon me then, O gracious Father, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Hear me ! turn not away thine ear 
from my petitions. O take not thy holy Spirit 
from me ! 

O Lord, I beseech thee to continue to my fa- 
mily thy heavenly benediction ; keep them by thy 
grace in the way of everlasting life* Hear the wi- 
dow's prayer in behalf of those dear children 
whose earthly father thou hast seen fit ta take 
away I 
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BlcfsSi O Lord, our fleets and armies^ and If it 
be thy good pleasure, let the sword of war speedily 
return into the scabbard. While thy judge- 
ments are on tiie earth, may its inhabitants learn 
righteousness ! 

To these my supplications and prayers I desire 
to add my humblest thanksgivings. I thank thee, 
gracious Father, for all thy goodness. 

O may the prayers and praises which I have 
just offered up with my household find acceptance 
at thy footstool, almighty and merciful Father. 

May 11. I withdraw from the world. I re- 
tire to my cipset to search into my heart, and in 
the stillness of retirement to hold sweet commu- 
nion with my God and Saviour. What a delight- 
ful, what an honourable employment! and is it 
really permitted to a worm like me to hold com- 
munion with the Creator of innumerable worlds ? 
Thanks be to the mercy and goodness of God 
through Jesus Christ it is so ! And is it possible 
that human beings can slight such a privilege as 
' this? Father of mercies, and God of all grace and 
goodness, far be it from me to undervalue or neg- 
lect to avail myself of thy indulgent kindness ! 

Lord, heavenly Father, filled with faith, and 
hope, and joy in the Holy Ghost, I draw near 
unto thee, most humbly beseeching thee for Jesus 
Chrkt's sake, thy Son, and my Divine Saviour, 
to pardon all the transgressions of the week past 

1 trust, Almighty Father, thou hast pardoned 
them through the intercession of my blessed R$:« 

vol.. II. K 
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Seemer, whose dying love I bate this day comin&r 
kioi*ated, and whose intercession I have humbly 
implored. O what a comfort is it to sinners to be 
tillowed to partake of that blessed sacrameDtf 
Holy Father ! I adore thy glorious majesty, I am 
Iruly sensible of thine infinite mercy and compaa-' 
sion. I hunger and thiret after that righteous- 
ness which can no other way be obtained by sinfi^ 
inortals but through the merits of thy d^ar Son^ 
<3 Lord, my heart is open before tbee> Iboip 
knowest how earnestly I dei»re to please Uiee; 
thou seest also my weakness and imperfeettons ; 
my sihsy I trust, are covered by the righteousness 
of my Redeemer, so that thou wilt not punish me 
for them, at least not etemaHy. To such chastise^ 
ments as thou in thy fatherly goodness shall see fit 
to inflict upon me, I desire with all humility, and 
dutiful stibmission to resign myself. O Lord, 
heavenly Father! with gratitude L acknowledge 
that all the chastisements thou hast hitherto inflicted 
on me have been tender mercies. I can truly say 
"^ ish the Psalmist, it is good far me that I have 
been afflicted ; for nnder the heaviest of these ^i^ 
flicttons thou madest m6 feel thy love and odmpa^ 
sion. Almighty Father ! vo^ichsafe Jto accepi tte 
huitible tribute of a tJiankful heait. O it is sure^ u 
joyful and a pleasant thing to be thankful, to teUof 
' thy loving-kindness early in the fhondngy 43md if 
thy truth in the night season. O that my heart 
were constantly tuned to thy praises! that I 
•eouW spend all my days m tihaaksgivings f Bat I 
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mpst wait till my change comes ; then, O gracious 
God! I hope to join with the heavenly host in 
offering exdted and acceptable adoration at thy 
throne*! and can I ever hope to approach thy hear 
venly throne, great God of hosts ! O yes ! I shall 
behold thee, I humbly trusty through the Salvation 
of Christ my Saviour.! that I may find admittance 
among the redeemed of Christ, I will strive to follow 
his blessed example. O gracious Father ! strengthen 
P)e by thy spirit to do so ! Father of mercies, receive 
I mQst humbly pray thee my supplications and 
prayers in behalf of my dear children; keep theip 
^inc evermore ; let oot one be lost* To thy fa- 
therly goodness, thy over-ruling Providence, I hum- 
bly recommend all the concerns of me and my 
dear family, both spiritual and temporal ; thou, O 
Lord, knowest what is best for all of us, and be 
thy will done in us, and by us, both in time and 
eternity ! 

May 15. Merciful and gracious Father! I 
call to remembrance on this anniversary of that day 
which deprived me of the best of husbands, thy 
lovipg*kindnes$ and tender mercy, which mitigated 
my jo^ction^ and enabled me to bear the heavy 
flrok^ which thy wisdom saw fit to inflict upon me. 
O f/yvSij I acjcnpwledge with ,all buo^ility and grati- 
tude^ tfa«t it w^ good for me that I was afflicted, 
lor iQy .sorrows jle4 xne to thee, and thou didst re- 
fresh me ! Father of mercies, ever keep alive in my 
mM the remembrance of tliy goodness, and 
liOUch;siafe tQ ponti^ue tp me, and my dear family 
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thy fatherly care, which we have so liberally e-t- 
perienced. 

May 25. With inexpressible comfort I am abl6 
to say, that at public worship this morning, I was 
collected from the beginniilg of the prayers to the 
end of the Sermon ; scarcely for a minute did my 
thoughts wander. O that I could always be so in 
the bouse of God ! to God's grace and goodness, 
I most thankfully ascribe it, that I have been so to- 
day : what a delightful place is God's house when 
the soul is fully occupied in the business of it ! 
that I may find a continual repetition of the plea- 
sure and comfort, I have this day experienced in 
my Father's house ! on myself it greatly depends, 
whether I shall or not ; I will endeavour in futurfe 
to keep my thoughts from wandering ; if I do my 
part, no doubt that God will graciously help my 
infirmities, which arc very great both of body and 
mind. 

Great, alniighty, and most merciful God ! I 
cast myself on thy mercy, beseeching thee with all 
humility to pardon my manifold offences, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, thy only begotten Son, the Saviour 
of mankind. I also beseech thee, most gracious 
Father, to have compassion upon my manifold in- 
firmities, and to strengthen me by thy^ Holy 
Spirit, that I may avoid all offences against 
thee, and toy neighbour for the time to come, 
and that I may finally be received through the 
merits of my Redeemer, into thy heavenly king*- 
dom. Vouchsafe, O merciful Father, to con* 
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tinue to me, and my <iear family, thy blessing and 
protection during our continuance in this world; 
and keep us thine to all eternity. O Lord, lend a 
gracious ear to the humble petitions which I 
presume to offer up in behalf of my country ! 
preserve us from public and secret foes, that would 
destroy our comforts, and deprire us of the bles- 
sings, which thy Providence hath graciously 
showered down in such abundance. Spare the na* 
t^on, O Lord, for the sake of the faithful, that are 
to be found in it! spare it for the sp.ke of that 
holy religion which shines forth with a bright 
lustre like the morning star : spare it for thy mer- 
cies sake. Avert thy judgments, gracious^God ! 
and make us feel thy goodness, that we may be 
thankful to thee, and zealous for thine honour. O 
that I may be found a fit instrument to spread the 
knowledge of thy holy word among the poor ! thii 
is the honour I aspire to. O Lord^ thou knowest 
my heart in this matter, and may my desires and 
labours find acceptance with thee, for Jesus 
Christ's sake ! 

gracious Feather ! I desire to render thee my 
hearty thanks for all thy goodness; I thank thee 
as an individui^^ of this favoured nation for thy 
mercifdl interposition, in giving victory to our 
fleets and ! armies ; continue to protect us, and 
grant that the sword of war may soon be sheathed. 

1 thank thee, gracious Father, for all the per- 
sonal mercies which I have in the last week re- 
ceived from thy bountiful hands ; and for the bles<« 
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sings thou hast bestowed updn toy dear chil- 
dren. Contitiue to us, O gracious God ! thy lov- 
ing-kbdness and tender mercies, and enable us to 
improve them to thy honour and glory, the good 
of our own souls, and the benefit of our fellow- 
creatures. 

I most humbly beseech thee, merciful Father I 
to give me grace tb do my duty in every relation^ 
of life, and if it be thy good pleasure, strengthen 
me tb do the work of my divine Lord and Master^ 
Jesus Christ. 
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It may easily be supposed^ that tlie benevolence 
«f Mrs. Trimmer frequently called forth her ta- 
lent for writing. This was often the case before 
9he became an author^ though no letters of that 
kind are now remaining. It is not exactly fe* 
membered ia what year the two following werp 
written, but as it is not material to ascertain th^ 
exact date, they are inserted here. .The unjiappy 
young woman, whp was the subject of tliem, 
was daughter to a gentleman of affluent fortune, 
and had been brought up with great delicacy an4 
4:are ; but it is presumed from the stile of her con* 
lirersation, and the imipropriety of her conduct, that 
more pains had been taken to give her shewy ac* 
iCompUshments, than domestic habits and religious 
principles ; however it might be, at an early age^ 
she ran away with a young man, who was only a 
servant in her father's family. Her parents, as 
pay be imagined, were gre9<tly incense^, and east 
her off entirely, declaring that they wouid nevcfi 
again receive, or forgive her. , 

. Thus abandoned to her fate, she ende^y9qre4 
jlio procure lyork in t^ie fields as a bay-mi^ker, ap4 
lyandered about during the season of harvest vtiin-r 
ly striving to pick up a scanty maintenance. Her 
husband, whenever he could get work, did his ut- 
most to support her; but being l)y means of this 
imprudent match thrown out of employment in tbg 
i^eighl^urhpod in which lie was knpwu, he did mt 
fti\4 it easy t(> procurp wo^-k amongst stfapgefi*^ 
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His wife too, unused to the hardships of poverty, 
was unable to afford him the assistance which a 
woman bum in his own rank of life could have 
flone, so that for him the connection was equaUy 
unfortunate, and they rambled about forlorn and 
friendless, unpitied and unknown. Accident 
brought them to the knowledge of Mrs. Trimmer, 
who from the moment of her being acquainted with 
their distresses, exerted herself in various ways for 
their relief. The man was set to work, and every 
thing that kindness could do to relieve the wants 
of the poor young woman^ wad tried by the few 
charitable neighbours who were acquainted with 
her situation ; but despondency, and the fear that 
her offended parents should find out that she was 
receiving assistance from the hand of charity, 
made it difficult to prevail upon her to accept of 
the assistance of which she stood so much in need ; 
she was howeVer prevailed upon to receive nourish- 
ing food ready prepared for her, warmer clothing, 
and some other comforts, but still her mind was so 
depressed, and her body so emaciated, that not 
much could be done. By an unexpected oppor* 
tunity, Mrs. Trimmer discovered the name of her 
parents, and the place of their abode, and wrote to 

to them this following letters* 

, . . , . < • ■ • 

TO , ESQ. 

Sir, 

Though I am an entire stranger, I hope you 

will excuse my troubling you with a letter, for in- 

* . » . . . 
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deed I am irresistibly impelled by the common feel* 
ings of humanity, to write to you, in behalf of an 
unhappy young creature, who I have accidentally 
heard is your daughter. About a fortnight ago, 
I first met with her, and from her behaviour dis* 
covered that she was not of the mean original 
which her dress and other circumstances indicated. 
It is impossible to describe to you her wretched 
situation, lodged in a miserable garret, emaciated 
with long fasting, entirely helpless, and laboi^ring 
under extreme dejection of mind; which, alto* 
gether, have thrown her into a complication of dis- 
orders, which Jthreaten to put a speedy period to 
her life ; for she ijs greatly altered even in the short 
time I have known her, though care has been taken 
to supply her with nourish9ient sufficient to sustain 
nature. 

I will not attempt. Sir, to extenuate her offence^ 
I am a parent myself, and can feel for you an$i 

Mrs. y as well as for your wretched daughter ; 

but however proper it may have been to show re- 
^ntment^ I cannot believe that you would wiah 
her to ptrish; which I really think she will do, if 
something is not speedily done. Before I saw her 
3he had (as I am credibly informed) lived fourteen 
weeks upon bread and water only, though she 
suckles a young infant, M'ho contributes to her 
decay, and seemj^ to partake her illness. 

As I can easily judge how disagriDeable it must 
be to you, to be put in mind of the unhappy con- 
pection, 1 would not mention her husband ; b^t tibial 
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justice requires me tD say, he bears the character 
of honesty and sobriety ; and has been starving 
^vith )>er ; neither is it owing to idleness in him 
that his wife is in so deplorable a condition, but to 
an impossibility to procure constant employment 
at this seasoa of the year ; for whenavear he can 
get so much as a day's work, he carries his earn* 
ings home, and, with the mo&t scrupulous exacts 
ness, pays his weekly rent of the apartment they 
inhabit ; and has qot contracted any debt what^ 
ever. I can further assure you, upon my word, 
that neither your dau^^iter, nor her husband, is 
aware of my writing, nor have I given them the 
least intimation that I am Jo possession of her 
secret, which she has repeatedly declared to me, 
she never will reveal ; ikn: do I find that the man 
has divulged it to any one. 
. I will not use many arguments to jexcite your 
tenderness, for I hope that nature will provie a 
mone powerful advocate than myself.- Let me 
only mo$t earnestly entreat you, Sir, to listen to 
^^ dictates. I do not ask you to admit the un* 
happy delinquent to your presence ; but merely to 
lave the lives of her and her infant babe ! 

Permit me, therefore, to petition you for a small 
<weekly allawauce, and 1 will readily see, that it is 
topended for your 'daughter's benefit. I will remove 
her into a retired lodging, where the eye of idle 
^[^riosity shall not find her* Such a place I at 
present know of, but it is unfurnished \ would y<»i 
tiave the goodness to order her a bed, and a feir 
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otiier necessarieSy the weight 6f aCeumohted woe 
would be a little relieved* Forget, my good Sir, 
those ofiences which have brougjbt these severe 
cAiastisements uponher. Regard her as your beloved 
child ; but if you cannot embrace her with affec- 
tion as a daughter, at least reach out the hand of 
charity towards her as your fellow creat^are. 

If it is -your wish, I will conceal from her that 
j^s seastlmable relief comes from ytmr hand, but 
for God^s sal[€ do not refuse it I think she wilt 
pot live long to trouble you, but some advice she 
certainly ought to have, and such if it is your plea-* 
3ure, I can easily procure for her. I will only 
add, that if you wfli take the faxnible ^ eoq.uii'ingp 
you mil easily learn that Mn Trimmer, ailKl my- 
aelf, aie not persons who would interfere in your 
family concertos, were it not from itiotivei^of com-> 
passion, land you may depend uponit, that we shall 
act iu thid matter with a delicate regsyrd to jfour 
fitmticn in l^. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
Sarah Trimmer. 



TO MRS. . 

Madam, 

As I wrote by yesterday's post to Mr. i 

it may appear doubly officious in me to write to 

5 ^ •"■■• •■ 
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]f%)u al6o» I therefore beg leave to say^ in excuse for 
isyselfy that whoever undertakes to befriend the 
wretched^ should, I tiunk> exert every effort in their 
behalf. It is possible that Mr. -^ — , may be from 
home when my letter ai rives, I cannot therefore, 
i^frain from informing you, that I have accident* 
ally discovered a daughter of yours, pining for 
want in a miserable garret, and suffering, with 
every aggravation the punishment of disobedience 
to parents. I do not pretend to know, Madam, 
all Ithe provocations she has given you and her 
father ; I have only learnt from her own mouth, 
that she wanders about the world, a wretched out- 
cast on account of her having brought disgrace on 
her family, by an improper, marriage. Uer pa* 
rents name she carefully conceals. I will not at- 
tempt to exculpate her, Madam ; it is certainly 
just, that she should be made sensible of her offence 
by suflfering the consequences of it for a time, but 
j as no human being is perfect, we are nequired to. 

correct with lenity, and to forgive, as we expect 
forgiveness, and I make no doubt you will be 
ready to show mercy, when I assure you, that your 
daughter has for a long time been in the most 
humiliating distress. I will not wound your feel- 
ings by a circumstantial description of the miseries 
which I cannot behold witbout pain, it will I dare 
say, be sufficient for you to know that the unhappy 
sufferer stands in need of your maternal assistance. 
I apprehend her to be in a deep dciqline, and she 
5eems sensible of her danger ; nay, coui^&rtg her- 
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self with the hope^ that her misery will soon be at 
an end. How ftir her disorder may be within the 
reach of medicine, I do not Icnow, but left to nature, 
I am firmly of opinion^ that she will soon sink into 
the grave. Let nie, therefore, entreat you, Ma- 
dam, to commiserate her condition ; let her not 
perish among strangers for want of mere neces- 
saries. An abstinence of fourteen weeks, added 
to distress of mind, has I fear ruined her consti- 
tution ; but medicine and nourishment, with a 
distant hope of forgiveness, may possibly restore 
her, at least it will be a comfort to you, to know 
that you have not by excessive rigour hastened the 
death of your child. I am sorry to be the writer 
of so unwelcome a letter, but humanity urges me 
to give you this trouble. 

I am, Madam, 

Your humble servant, 

Sarah Trimmer. 



Unhappily her father was too much irritated to 
desire a reconciliation even after the pathetic re* 
presentatioR of her distresses had reached him ; 
some relief was however sent for her, sufficient to 
fornisb a comfortable room, and to pay a woman 
for attending her, a small weekly allowance was 
likewise • granted, and with this and the fruits 
of her husband's industry, she might have been 
comparatively well off; but the canker of sickness 



and sorrow bad taken too deep root, and she never 
regained either her health or her cbeerfulnesi* 
After some months passed iii Brentford, under the 
superintending care of Mrs. Trimmer, she was in- 
vited by her mother to the dwelling of a woman, 
who had formerly been her nurse, and who lived 
near her parents j thither she want with her infant 
under a promise to return to her husband ^ soon 
as her health was better, and she had seen, as she 
hoped to do, her t)ffended parents. Whether 
the journey was too much for her in her weak state, 
or ^e agitation of her mind over-set her^ is not 
known, but soon after her removal, news was 
brought of her extreme illness, and afterwards of 
her death* Her child too, it was said, shared the 
fate of its mother. It was, however, a ^eat 
satisfaction to Mrs. Trimmer, and the other friends 
who joined with her in this charitable work, that 
every thing had been done that the melancholy 
case would admit of; and to Mrs, Trimmer in 
particular,^ it was consoling, that in consequence of 
the representations she had made of the situation of 
this poor young creature, ahe had be^n placed near 
her own family in her dying hour. 

How fatnl are the consequences, of ditK>bedience! 
bow destructive the unrelenting severity of offended 
parents ! O ye who aj^e conscioas of error, totffft 
M y» hojpe to be forgivm ! 



14S 



CONtlNUATION OF THE 



JOURNAL FOR THE YEAR 1794. 



July IS. Welcome sweet hours of retirement, 
devoted to pious meditation ! welcome sweet hours 
of retirement, in which I can commune with my 
own heart, and be still! in which 1 can commune 
with my God and Saviour, and anticipate in some 
degree the enjoyments of heaven !, O Almighty 
Father, dearly do I love thy law ; highly do I prize 
thy word, most earnestly do I desire to do thy holy 
will on earth. Most fervently do 1 hope to find 
admittance to thy glorious presence in Heaven, 
when I quit this mortal state. Yet, alas \ Holy 
Father, how unworthy am I of the honour and 
blessedness to which I aspire ! I am conscious^ 

Lord God, of my manifold sins and infirmities. 

1 know that I am not worthy of the least of all thy 
tnercies; that I have in numberless instanccfs 
offended against thy holy laws. But I have an alU 
powerful Intercessor with thee, on whose merits 
•^alone, my hopes of pardon and acceptance tite'fix^d ; 

Holy Father, vouchsafe to pardon me for my dear 
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Redeemer s sake ! O divine Lord^ Son of the Fa- 
ther, Lamfo of God, that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive the prayer which I now ofibr 
unto thee as the Mediator between God and 
mankind. Dear and beloved Saviour, have com- 
passion upon me, plead for me ; cover me with 
the robe of thy righteousness. ' Blessed . Lord, I 
have this day received the Sacrament; I have 
commemorated thy dying love ; may I find the 
efficacy of this holy institution ! may I have fresh 
supplies of grace to fulfil the purposes of hiy soul : 
accept my humble services, and give thy blessing 
to them. O let me, let me feed thy lambs i de- 
spise not thy hand-maiden! thou knowest my heart, 
thou seest the affection with which it is at this 
time filled; delightful sentiments; O that I could 
for ever retain them, but in this earthly state it 
cannot be. To-morrow at the farthest, the cares 
of this life will occupy it ; I must wait with pa- 
tience till my change comes ; then when I shall 
have put off noortality and corruption, I trust, I 
shall be constantly filled with these devout 
affections, which, but to taste is rapture and 
extacy i Certain it is, that happiness may be en* 
joyed here below^ sufficiently to make the soul long 
for admission into those blest regions wher# it 
reigns eternally. My soul truly loi^eth for God, 
for the living God ! for the pleasures which are at 
the right hand of God. But adorable Saviour, 
without thee I can neveF hope to see God ; witbp 
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oat thee I can never hope to partake of heavenly 
biiss. Blessed Lord, I devote myself to -thee once 
more^ purposing to be thy true and faithful dis- 
ciple ; I desire to follow thy blessed example ; to 
obey thy precepts ; to do thy work. O help me 
by thy Spirit to fulfil the purposes of my heart ! 
hoping ^r thy divine favour, and trusting in thy 
divine aid, I will now offer up my humble thanks- 
givings to the throne of grace. 

Almighty Father, great and numberless have 
been thy mercies to me, thy poor creature, and I 
desire, with a grateful heart, to offer unto thee the 
tribute of thanksgiving. O what am I, that thou 
shouldst so regard me ! Most mighty God ! I 
know that in comparison of thee I am nothing, 
nay worse than nothing, for I am a miserable sin- 
ner. Thou hast created me, thou hast given me 
an immortal soul, but I have not lived agreeably 
to thy will in all things, as was my bounden duty. 
Yet thou hast spared me ! yet thou hast given me 
hopes of salvation through a crucified Saviour ! O 
merciful and gracious God, I thank thee with my 
w^hole heart for my creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life, but above all, for thine 
inestimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, and for the hopes of 
glo ry. I thank thee for the . comfort of dutiful 
children. I thank thee for thy fatherly care of 
them since thou wert pleased to take their earthly 
father from them. I thank thee for the heavenly 

VOL. II. L 
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consolation thou hast afforded to me in my state 
of widowhood. Almighty Father^ in thee is i»y 
trust; never wilt thou forsake us while we keep 
to thy commandments. May thy will be done by 
tine and mine in all things ! O help our infirmities^ 
pity pur weaknesses. O Lord, gracious art thou 
and merciful. May we never forfeit thy loving 
kindness by wilful disobedience. May we be 
admitted to thy glorious presence hereafter. It 
is thy will that we should learn of thy dear Sou 
bow to please thee, holy Father. I will study the 
Gospel of thy Son. May thy Spirit open ray 
mind to comprehend all the divine truths which are 
written for our leamiog. ^ 

July )9. O Lord, I most graciously beseedi 
thee to give thy heavenly benediction to my dear 
jSKm, who is this day going to engage in the holy 
state of matrimony. May he find in the object 
of his affections a kind and loving wife, and may. 
they live in harmony together as long as thou sbalt 
see fit to continue tbeir lives ; serving thee, and 
loving one another, and brining wp their children, 
if thou art pleased to give them any, in thy faith 
and fear. Blessed and adorable Saviour, thou 
wast once present at a marriage feast, and didst 
testify by a miracle thy approbation of this sacred 
union between man and woman. Vouchsafe to 
be present this day, to bless my dear son and his 
chosen helpmate. 

July 20. As I am not conscious of any parti-. 
Qular sins but such as I humbly trust my heavenly 
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Father will^ in compassion to the infirraitios of my 
nature, pardon foe nay dear Redeemer'9 sake, I 
will not at this time give way to sorrow for the 
^commission of them ; but will rather indulge the 
disposition I at present feel to rejoice in the Lord|. 
O Lord,. I do rejpice with thankfulness, in thy 
infinite goodn^^, which has given to sinners en- 
couragement to hope for forgiveness fjind favour. 
Q Ix>rd, I know and confess, titat but fof t^y pro- 
mises, I could have no foundation to build these 
bopes upon ; and without these hopes I should b§ 
a miserable creature. Vouchsafe to receive my 
acktiowledgments of thy goodnesa God of my 
life, how can I testify my gratitude towards thee.? 
O th€bt I could serve thee like the anjgels in 
heaven! may I be found hereafter ainpng them ! 
Gracious Father, how can I thfmk thee sufficiently 
for the hopes of eternal felicity ? How can I suffi- 
ciently tiiank thee for the blessings and comforts 
thou id thy great goodness dost afford to me in 
this mortal state ! How bountiful art thou ! How 
oiben dost, thou make my widow^ heart to sitig 
for joy ! Let the feelings of my h^art speak what 
words canqot express. Most holy Father ! mer- 
ciful Godl I beseech thee to continue to m^ md 
mine thy heavenly benediction. In thee id jxiy 
tvvhs\ let me never be confounded. 

Aug.. 17. How quickly do the Sabbath^ come 
round ! six parts out of seven of the time allotted 
us on earth pass insensibly away while we.;are en- 
gaged in worldly pursuits. The return of ti>c 

l2 



i 



148 

Sabbath is comfortable and delightful to those 
ivho love God; and could we but raise our 
thoughts from earth, and fix them entirely upon 
heavenly things, how much more delightful would 
•the Sabbath be ! very seldom am I able to do this 
till the eveniug of the Sabbath, when I retire to 
this place to meditate in private ; and then I have 
often a foretaste of heavenly joys, at least I have 
some faint idea of the nature of them, I think ; 
enough to make me long to quit this earthly exist* 
enee, to enter on a higher and better state. Bi^ 
my days of probation are not yet expired. God 
only knows how soon they may end. I must en- 
deavour to keep myself prepared against my Lord's 

O merciful and gracious Father, Lord God Al* 
^igh^y? penetrated with the deepest sense of thine 
infinite goodness and condescension, in encourag- 
ing a poor weak sinful mortal thus to address thee, 
and heartily sorry for my sins and offences, I most 
humbly beseech thee to pardon me for Jesus 
Christ's sake, thy Son and my Saviour. O Lord 
God, merciful Father, I offer and present unto 
thy divine Majesty my humblest praises and 
thanksgivings for all thy goodness and loving 
kindness. I bless thee for thy great goodness in 
preserving me and my dear children forso long a 
time from sickness. I bless thee for providing so 
comfortably for us, for granting to us domestic 
peace and harmony, and above all, for keeping us, 
as I humbly trust; in the way of peace and holiness. 
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O merciful God, how good and gracioas art thou. 
When I would reckon up thy mercies, they are 
more than I am able to express ; and they are 
crowned with the hope of glory and immortality; 

Lord, I aspire, through faith in Christ Jesus, I 
aspire after heavenly joys. When shall I come 
and appear before thee ? When shall I behold thy 
presence in righteousness ? Not till I have put off 
this sinful nature, and am washed in the blood of 
the Lamb. Gracious God, with what pleasure 
do I contemplate on thy divine nature ! how glad 

1 am to hstve my faith in the Holy Trinity confirm* 
ed ! evermore by thy . grace keep me stedfast in 
this comfortable faith. 

Aug. 24. O how I sometimes feel the loss of 
my dear departed husband ! but thanks to the 
goodness of the Almighty, my sorrow is softened^ 
and I can think of hiin with pleasare and comfort. 
I cherish the sweet hope of meeting IHm again in 
heaven, of passing an eternity with him. O my 
dearest husband, thy virtues are dear to my recci^ 
lection ; my heart exults whenever I call to mind 
any good action of thine. How itender and com^ 
passionate wast thou to the widow and the 
fiitherless, in taking a certain youth with a design 
to relieve his mother from the care and expence 
he occasioned her. Uow amply has God blessed 
thy widow and fatherless children* I love to think 
that we enjoy blessings, perhaps, for thy dear 
sake. 
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Sept. 20. Thirty-two years are this day com- 
pleted since I gave my hand to the best of hus- 
bands. At this hour I was putting on the bridal 
attire, and with a lieart full of tender affection, I 
was preparing to go to the altar, and there to vow 
love and obedience to the man of my choice. It 
is now more than two years ago, since it pleased 
the Almighty, by an instantaneous stroke of Pro- 
vidence, to deprive me of this dear husband. I 
cannot see the return of this day, without reflecting 
upon the great blessing it procured to me, or with- 
out thinking of the loss I have sustained. But I 
remember the blessing with gratitude to the Giver 
of all good ; and I reflect on my loss with resig- 
nation to his holy will. O gracious Father ! I 
desire with all humility and gratitude to ofler unto 
thee my most ardent thankisgivings for thy un- 
speakable goodness, in giving me so good a 
husband, and in sparing him to me so long. 
And I do with inexpr^sible gratitude praise 
thy goodness for supporting me under the loss 
af him, «and for every instance of thy loving 
kindness and tender pity to me in my state of 
widowhood, and to my children. I cannot be 
called desolate^ nor my children fathtrks^y while 
thou, O God, carest for us. Gracious God ! I 
do with unfeigned gratitude thank and praise thee 
for the comfortable hopes which give such conso- 
lation to my widowed heart, that my dear husband 
is among the redeemed of the Lord, and that I 
shall hereafter meet him in the kingdom of heaven, 
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never more to be separated. As these hopes mix 
themselves with my best thoughts, I humbly trust 
they are not offensive to thee. O gracious Father, 
dear as these hopes are, if I thought they were 
offensive to thy divine Majesty, I would no longer 



induke them* 



— — — — I trust that when I die, I shall 
find admittance where I hope so many dear rela- 
tives are gone before, and where many others, I 
trust, w ill follow. O I could meditate for ever on 
the joys of eternity, did not frail flesh forbid. The 
earthly body presses dow^n the soul, but it will not 
always be so. Rise, rise my soul on the wings of 
devotion, and join with angels and archangels in 
the praises of the Lord.. O God, the King of 
Glory, that dwellest between the cherubims, in 
light which cannot be approached, and who yet, 
.with astonishing condescension, lookest down to 
this earth, inhabited by sinful mortals, vouchsafe 
to receive my humble adorations ! adorable Saviour, 
accept the homage of a soul redeemed by thee! 
Divine Spirit, accept the adoration of a soul sanc- 
tified by thee ! With angels and archangels, and 
all the company of heaven, I laud and magnify 
thy holy name, O Lord God, Father Almighty, 
Son of God, eternal Saviour, O Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter and Sanctifier, glory be to thee mpst 
adorable Trinity ! 

Sept. 28. — — — — — • — — 
O Almighty Father, with a heart truly sensible of 
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my own sinfulness and infirmity, I desire to hum- 
ble myself before thee, acknowledging my unwor- 
thiness, and thy bountiful goodness. Thou know- 
est that I love thee with all my heart, with all my 
mind, and with all my strength: that strength, 
alas ! is but weakness, but thou knowest my in- 
ward frame. O heavenly Father ! I do rejoice 
in thy infinite goodness. I lay hold of the hopes 
which thy gracious promises afford. I fly to the 
cross of my merciful Redeemer. I look up to 
that with faith. I see my Saviour, with the eye of 
faith, making intercession for me. I see thee, 
gracious Father, with the eye of faith, I see thee, 
receiving the intercession of my Redeemer, O 
gracious God, let me not deceive myself? Surely 
I cannot magnify thy goodness beyond due 
bounds. O no, it is boundless, it is infinite, it 
extends to all thy creatures. Nothing but a wil- 
ful continuance in sin can shut any one out from 
thy mercy. I abhor all kind of wickedness. I de- 
sire to cast out of my heart whatever in it is 
oflfensive to thee. O that I could be pure, even* 
as my Saviour is pure ; but I have been defiled 
by many sins ; yet I am washed, I am sanctified, 
I have been baptized, I have been sprinkled with 
the blood of the Lamb. O gracious Father, for my 
dear Redeemer's §ake, continue thy favourable 
kindness to me ; let me still rejoice in thy love. 
Lord of all things ! I most humbly and heartily 
beseech thee to keep under thy divine protectipn 
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me and my dear family, and grant us all we stand 
in need of for our souls and bodies. Keep us thii 
night from all dangers, spiritual and temporal; 
and if it be thy good pleasure to bring us in health 
and safety to the beginning of a new day, give us 
grace to pass it, and every succeeding one, to thj 
honour and glory, thegoodof our fellow-creatiires, 
and our own peace and satisfaction. And, O 

♦ 

merciful Father, grant that we may finally attaiii 
the blessings of eternity. Amen ! Amen ! 

Dear and adorable Saviour, receive, I most 
humbly beseech thee, my tribute of grateful ho- 
mage and thanksgiving for thy goodness to me. 
To thy merits I am indebted for all the goodness 
I have experienced. The peace I have enjoyed 
was thy legacy ; a gift designed for thy disciples. 
I will study thy Gospel, every page of which is 
full of divine instruction. How delightful it is to 
my soul ! O that I may be able to explain it to the 
poor. 

Oct. 1 2. Another week of my life is past and 
gone : I am come to the conclusion of another 
Sabbath, and a Sabbath it has truly been to me, 
for I have in it found, rest unto mv soul. — — 

Far be it from me, to think that I am entitled 
Jto the favour of Heaven ; that I have a right to 
the protection of the Almighty on account of my 
poor services ! I know my own demerits ; I am 
conscious that I am not only an unprofitable ser- 
vant, but a sinner also ; my confidence has no 
other foundation than the promises of God, m 
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jChrist Jesus our Lord : but they are a rxjck of 



adamant to build upon. 
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Almighty and merciful Father, God of all con- 
solation, I desire with an humble and thankful 
heart to acknowledge thy late mercies to me and 
dear family. O Lord, I feel tliy goodness beyond 
jWhat I am able to express. Truly may I call thee, 
jlhe husband of the widow, the father of the faither- 
less, for such theu hast graciously been to me and 
^ine. O gracious God, it is my earnest desire to 
do thy will, to follow thy commandments, to gain 
thy favour. Grant me, I most earnestly beseech 
thee, grace to do so. I offer and present to thee, 
.gracious God, my humblest thanksgivings for 
every instance of thy mercy and goodness, for 
those which I remember with gratitude, for those 
which have escaped my recollection, and for those 
which I have carelessly suffered to pass unnoticed. 
To thy fatherly protection I humbly recommend 
jnyself and children, my relations, friends, and 
benefactors. I also pray thee, gracious God, to 
continue thy heavenly benediction to the nation 
to which 1 belong ; and I beseech thee to pre- 
serve from open enemies, and secret conspirators, 
our good king and all his family. Keep tliy 
household, the Church, with thy perpetual mercy, 
and let not the designs of the devil and his angels 
prevail against it. Glory be to thee, Lord God, 
fidgrable Trinity. 
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Oct 19- -^ — _ ~ --. _ -i, 
I resolve tp keep God in iny thoughtB, aod heaven 
in my view; to trust ia the JLo*d witliall my 
might, and not to lean to my own understanding | 
to acknowledge him in all my way^> ihuitbly 
trusting that be will, by his grace and ^Qodnes^i 
dirept my paths. 

These, most gracious and mejrcifol God, are 
the sincere resolutions of a heart devoted to thy 
service ; a heart truly desirous to do thy holy-wiil,- 
ta obey thy commandments. But whifct; O Fadier 
Almighty, can I 'do without thy help ? A lis! no^ 
thing. 1 therefore pray thee mofet eatm^y t# 
give me thy graced O Lord, hear me whett' I cry 
unto thee for the help of thy Holy S^^iHt ' • I 
confess, that I have, in nurtibeHe'ss instan^es^ 
transgressed thy holy laws, and I am truly 
sorry that I have done so, but I believe in 
thy promises. I trust in a merciful Redeemer, 
and am full of hope and humble confidence that 
my offences are pardoned, and will not be brought 
forth in judgment against me. Gracious Father ! 
behold me, I most humbly beseech thee; not as 
I am in my own sinful nature ; not as a child of 
the first Adam ; but as one that is washed irt 
the blood of the Lamb, O behold me covered 
with the righteousness of Christ, my Redeemer, 
and accept me for the sake of his all-suf- 
cient merits. O gracious Father, thou rvUt 
thus accept me. O Lord, my heart rejbiceth in 
thy goodness. I depend upon thy promises 
6 
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through Christ Jesus. I fed the holy confidence 
of an adopted child. O that I may live like one 
to the end of my life, and finally obtain an inherit* 
ance in the kingdoHa of thy Son, arid my Saviour. 

Lord God Almighty, I thank thee with my 
whole heart for all thy goodness to me, and my 
dear children, particularly for the mercies of the 
week past. O Lord, how sensibly have I felt thy 
loving kindness and tender mercies. — — — 

Mi**' »mmm -^^^ *mmm - , ^^^ ^,^,^, , » _ ».»« «vm •— ^^m 

Metlunka^ when I thus retire, I am for a short 
^pace lifted above this world. Surely the delight 

1 bave.ei^perieoced is of the natu7*e of heavenly 
epjoyiiients. O how serene and sweet it is ! every 
turbuknt passion is subdued ; all is peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost. I address my humble peti* 
tkms to the Father of Heaven ; I pour out my 
soul before him ; I tell of his mercy and goodness; 
I implore his favour and protection. I fly to my 
Saviour ; I plead his merits ; I profess my faith 
in them ; I glorify my God. Surely this is hea- 
venly employment. I will lift up my soul; words 
oinnot express its feelings. Father of the Uni^ 
verse ! Author of all being ! God of ail perfect 
tion ! Thou with the eternal Son and Spirit art 
worthy to be praised and had in honour. 

O eternal King ! Creator Infinite ! accept my 
humblest thanksgivings, my fervent adorations. 
O Lord, merciful Father, great Parent of the Uni- 
verse ! may all created beings do thee homage. 
How great, how good,, bow wonderful art thou ! 



iS7 

Lord, when I contemplate thy greatness, I 
»nk into nothing before tbee. O Lard, were I. 
one of the heavenly host, I could not Jbdiald ti^j 
glory in its full splendour ; as a poor noortal, if £ 
but think of it, I mu overcome* O Lord, how 
sliall I hereafter support the glorious viakm ? Q 
transport of expectation ; O joy inexpressible 1— 

1 must fall into silence. — ^^ — ,-^ «^ 



Oct 26. How has this evening been tfifled- 
away in frivolous conversation ; but I could not 
avoid it without the appearance of ostentation* 
Gladly would I have preferred retirement and me* 
ditation. I have now scarcely any time left for 
that employment which is the joy and comfort of 
my life ; but I camiot close my eyes in peace 
witliout recording some of the mercies bestowed 
upon me and mine in the course of the last week. 



Merciful and gracious Father, I beseech thee .to 
receive my supplications for pardon and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoirt; and my humble 
thanksgivings for all thy |iiercie«i and benefits. I 
beseech tbee to give me grace to do thy will, 
and keep thy commandments. To thee, I hum-^ 
bly commit all my affairs, both spiritual and tem« 
poral, trusting in thine infinite compassioo, and the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer. 

O divine Saviour, my Master, my Lord and my 
God ! on thy merits alone are all my hopes of 9ai* 
irati<>xi placed. J know that in me, that is, in my 
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^sb, is no good work ; bvifcthou^ O Savioiif) hast 
futfilted all rigbt6ou€(nes8. D^ar Lord, how da I 
i^egtefethatlho^e.been hindered this erening from 
apbitaal exercises, from studying the Gospel 

Nov. S« Another sacred eveDing has been 
•rifled away. Obo^vdo I regret the loss ! how- 
ever latn at length in my closet I have shut nay 
door. I wish to pray to my Heavenly Eather who 
seeth in secret. — — ^ — — — — — 



. Almighty aod merciful Father, ^^ea4; God, the 
kighaod mighty One, that inbabitest eternity, I 
most humbly acknowledge myself to be a miserable 
a'utncr,! undeseirving of the least of all thy mercies ; 
luadiif I was not encouraged by thy goodness to 
look up to- thee ior pardoo> I could not dare tp 
iiBploFe thy forgiveness of my mamfold o^enoes^ 
But) O Father Alxm^yf I trust in. thy divine pro* 
mises-through Jesus Christ my Saviour, and look 
trp to thee with humble ccpsAdeace^ not doubting 
but thai, ki Ibihe i^fimte goodness and compagsiop^ 
thoU'wilt forgive me^ amd continue to me 'thy loving 
kindness,' wMoh is- better than^ the life. itself. 

gra.ci6tts Fath^^, how wonderful ii thy ^good* 
nessl When I considc^r tby majesty and gceatness, 
amd my own littleness, $m|ierf^ction, and sinfulness, 
I am astxmisiied tt)at thou shouldst even notice me* 
Lord God of heaven and earth, I humble myself 
Ijefore thee ;- I, magnify thee, O Loi'd my God ; I 
a^nowledge .Ihy goodn^s to^ be greater than 
words Qan ei^presS) or tboQght' conceive. I am 
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sensible of my manifold infirmities. I* desire to 
please tbpe, by acting accordins; to thy will and 
commandments ; but of myself I am not able to 
do it Vouchsafe me the help of thy Holy Spirit, 
that I may please thee both in will and deed. Thou 
knowest all my wants^ my necessities^ and my de- 
sires. O Lord, I beseech thee to order all events* 
that are likely to befal me, and every one of my 
famiiy, for our ultimate, our eternal happihets* 
I further beseech thee to regulate all our desires^ 
and incline our hearts to thy testimonies, and not 
to covetousness, or any other evil thing. L^ us 
ever remember our heavenly inheritance, and not 
risk the loss of our supreme good for any of the; 
trifles of this vain world. O gracious Father, I^ 
most humbly and earnestly beseech thee to enable 
me to guide my words wi& discretion. Dear atid-^ 
adorable Saviour, I have been hindered from me» 
ditating upon thy Gospel ; but I will nsmember 
thee upon my bed, and think of thee in my wake- 
ful hours. I have already gained some knowledge 
of thy holy word, but not equal to my desires. 
O that I could imprint upon my mind every cir- 
cumstance of thy blessed example, and every ' pre*' 
cept of thy heavenly doctrine. O that I had 
power to follow the one, and understand the 
other to perfection ! To do so shall be thfe study 
of my future life. Dear Lord, I consider 
it as the highest honour I can* ^^joy upon-- 
earth, to be instrumental in propagating thy' 
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l^orbus Gospel. I will not remit my zeal 
through any discouragements, O divine, Saviour, 
to whom I look up for salvation, for everlasting 
life and happiness, receive the willing homage of 
my souL O Lord, thou knowest that I love thee, 
Give me the fruits of thy divine lov^ sweet in- 
ward peace, comfortable hope, a true faith, and 
all the consolations of the Holy Ghost O that I 
CQuld cast out every thing from my heart that is 
offensive in thy sight, my Lord and my Saviour ! 

NoVr 16. I now find myself at full leisure and 
liberty for my spiritual exercises ; for the sweet 
employment to which I have devoted the Sunday 
evenings. Away from my mind all worldly cares* 
Away from me all trifling, thoughts. Enter into 
thyself, O my soul, and take a view of thy present 
state. How has the last week passed ?«.».». 

• I feel at this moment a degree of peace and 
serenity which I humbly hope proceeds from the 
Spirit of God; I feel an inclination to rejoice in 
the goodness of the Lord : surely I may safely 
give way to this desire-— I will do so. O what 
blessings and comforts are daily bestowed upon 
xbe! 

O merciful and gracious Father, God of my 
life, Author of my being, in whom alone I live and 
move ; without whom I should have been nothing, 
or worse than nothing, a poor miserable lost 
sinner ; I rejoice in thine infinite goodness, 
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Itid l&aiik thee with an unfeigned hedrt. O LoH, 
1 fejoice and am thankful, that thou hast hitherto 
]t)reaerved me^ and provided for my sustenance* 
O how largely have I partaken of thy bounties 
during my existence in this world ! How many 
kind and affectionate relatives hast thou given 
me ! What a kind and tender husband didst thou 
allot me ! What dutiful children hast thou blessed 
toe with! How graciously hast thou comforted 
mt under all the trials and tribulations to which 
thou hast seen fit to expose me ! O merciful Fa* 
ther, nVheh I call to mind these instances of thy 
goodness, my gratitude is too great for utter* 
ance* 

Rejoice in the Loi*d> O my soul, and give thanks 
for a remembrance of his holiness! thanks, gra^* 
bious God, are all I have to offer for benefits and 
mercies innumerable* God of my life ! I love 
thee with all my heart, with all my soul, and with 
Ul my strength ; that strength alas ! is but weak- 
bess, but had I higher faculties, I would offer thee 
more exalted praise and adoratioui 

O angelic host, ye blessed and bappy'spirits, I do 
with a faithful heart, tbve the God whom ye adore : O 
that I could praise him like you ! Ahuighty Father^ 
Lord, of aH things in Heaven and earth ! pardon the 
presumption of a poor siniler, who thus strives to 
join thy heavenly host O Lord, I feel at this in* 
stant bow unworthy I am to do so. fiut I am, I 
trust, a member of Q^rist, as such thou wilt not 
despise me. I am, I hope, among the number of 
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thy adopted^children for Jesus Christ^s !lake; I tittti 
there is an inheritance provided for me in the 
kingdom of thy dear Son ; I trust, I am an heir of 
glory; Suffer me then, O most gracions Father^ 
with Angels and Archangels tp magnify thy gJori^ 
OHs name; O most adored God, I honour thee 
with all the powers of my soul ; I desire to do thy 
will with all my abilities, both of body and mind ; I lift 
tip my heart unto thee, I beseech thee, merci&l 
God ! to pardon all my sins for Jesus Christ's 
sake. 1 bese^h thee to fill me with thy Holy 
Spirit, tliat I may be cleansed from all defilement^ 
and strengthened to do my duty. O Lord,Fhow sen* 
sibly do I feel thy goodness to me in my state of 
widowhood ! how plainly do I discern the ways of 
thy Providence ! O Lord, how wonderful art thou 
in all thy w^orks of Creation, Providence^ and 
Grace ! Lord, thoa knowest all the wishes and 
desires of my heart ; I hope and trust, I have 
hone at this titne that are contrary to lliy will and 
commandments. My first desire is to please and 
obey thee, most gracious and merciful Fathi^, by 
following the example of thy dear Son, my adora- 
ble Saviour. My next desire is to do my doty in 
every relation of life. .-^ — — ,-ii. — « 

How can I sufficiently thank thee, gracious Fa« 
ther, for the joy which I at this time feel in tiia 
humble confidence of being owned and loved by 
ihtsel O Lord, this is alone more than a sufficient 
toward fof years of care 1 Yes, gracious God, tiw 
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thought^ this hope, is of ineatiinabte value! it ii 
an earnest c^ eternal bliss ; it promises immortal 
happiness. Thou wilt receive thy children to thy- 
Setf ; I shall not always grovel ifi the dust ; I shall 
rise to life etcma^ ; I shall soar above mortality ; 
I sh^.11 behold thee in glorious majesty — O extacy 
of thouorht ! 

Dear and adorable Saviour ! to thee I am in- 
debted for these dear hopes, these joyful expecta- 
tions : on tJiy merits alone are they fixed, for of 
myself I am nothing. No, O Lord, I could have 
no hopes of immortality without thee. But 
I know thou wilt not reject me, for I believe in 
thee as the Son of God ; I honour thee, as I ho- 
nour the Father, I love those whom thou didst 
vouchsafe to call thy brethren. I am willing Iq 
tiie utmost of my abilities to minister to the poor^ 
to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the 
9iek, to comfort the prisoner : I will strive, blessed 
Lord, to do unto all men, as I would they should 
do unto me. 

As one of this nation, Lord, I beseech thee to 
shew forth thy power, and come among us, and 
with great might succour us. I trust, gracious 
God, that thou hast in this land many true and 
faithful servants, zealous for the honour of thy 
great Name, and the Gospel of thy blessed Son ; 
for their sakes, O gracious God, preserve the na- 
tion, and shed thy Holy Spirit abroad into ail 
hearts, that those who err from the right path, 
aay return into the way of righteousness, and that 
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all may s6rve thee from tlie highest to the loite?t# 
O that we may be in thy sight a holy nation ! these 
prayers I humbly offer to thy Divine Majesty, Holy 
Father, in the name of Jesus Christ thy Son, the 
Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind* O may they 
fin^ acceptance for his sake. Amen ! Amen ! 

Dec. 7. — ' — — — — —.—.-*, 
O eternal and gracious God, my Creator, my Pre- 
server, my Almighty Parent, my heavenly Father 1 
how comfortable to my mournful spirit, is the 
permission to address thee by the last endearing 
Jitle ! my heavenly Father I what power b there 
in these words to calm a troubled spirit ! why art 
thou disquidted, O my soul ? Why art thou cast 
down? I; will thank thee, my Almighty Parent I 
Author qf all my comforts ! I will thank thee with 
an unfeigned heart, if not with fervency of spirit 
O my God, while I thus presume to addres9 thee 
is my Father^ I feel . an exalted sense of thy fa* 
therly goodness which makes my heart glow with 
gratitude inexpressible. Surely it is an earnest to 
me that thou dost own me as thy child, thy adopt*- 
ed child, for Jesus Christ's sake. O eternal Lord 
Cod, I love thee with my whole heart; I desire 
to obey thy will in all things ; I submit to what* 
ever chastisement thou mayst see fit tp lay upon 
tne. I feel my dependance upon thy Provi- 
dence for all things, even for the continuance of 
my life ; I desire, I long to dwell in thy glorious 
presence. O how greatly do I grieve, that I should 
ever have offended thee ! how earnestly do I be* 
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eeech thee the to pardon me for Jesus ChrisVa 
sake. How sincerely do I resolve to walk hence- 
forth according to thy holy laws ! yet, how impei*- 
fect is my obedience ! yes, gracious Father ! I am 
very sensible that on my own account I am not 
worthy to be called thy child. But thou wilt re* 
celve me as such, for my dear Redeemer's sake I 

Dec, 14. I love thee, O God, above all things^ 
the husband of the widow, and the father of the 
fatherless ! vouchsafe I most earnestly beseech 
thee, to continue thy compassion and tender 
mercies, to me and my dear family. O Lord» 
keep us evermore in the paths of virtue and holi- 
ness ; O how can I sufficiently thank thee for thy 
grace, so bountifully bestowed upon my children in 
tlieir y outhful, years ! God of my life! my heart 
overflows with gratitude too great for utterance ! I 
bless, I adore^ I worship, I praise, I thank thee, 
O Lord, heavenly Father, eternal Son of God, 
eternal Spirit, adorable Trinity. 

O most gracious Father ! God of all power, 
might, honour, majesty and glory ! I adore ttiine 
infinite perfection. I acknowledge my own little- 
ness ; I lament my sins, I take comfort in thy 
mercy through Christ, and I rejoice in the hope of 
Salvation and everlasting happiness. O Lord God, 
how wonderful is thy goodness to the children of 
men r What is man that thou art mindful of him ? 
.Or the son of man that thou visitest him ? Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits ! 
pmise the iiord, O my soul, who crowneth thoQ 



i»ith lovkig Jrimkiess and tender mercies ; tvho pre^ 
s&rveth thy li£^ and providetb abundantly for tbee; 
wfao diefeiideth thee against all enemies, spiritual 
and taBporaty and filietb thee with cocnfort and 
liope, and peace and joy. O Lord God, as long 
as I have any being 1 will love, adore, warship^ 
and praise thee. Wiithout thee, I am not able to 
please thee, vouchsafe I most earnestly beseech 
thee to give me grace to see my faults, to amend 
my life, to practise holiness, to seek for glory and 
tmoiortality. To thj fatherly goodness I most 
kwnbly recommend all my concerns, both spiritual 
aiid temporal. Voucbsaie, I beseech thee, to con- 
tinue to me and all my dear children, the blessings 
we at present possess as long as they are good for 
us. O Lord, I wish to act on all occasions a juat 
and upright part. I wish to maintain a good cbMh 
xactxjr in the world. I wish to perform the part ctf 
a faithful steward. I desire, under all the trials <if 
life, to possess my soul in patience, hiit I can do 
jK>ne ef ithese things without the help of thy Holy 
Spirit ; fdr thdt help i pray above all things. O 
iord, I ^eeky grant that 1 may Jnd. I htock, 
^rant that beaveil may be opened to ray pi-ayenj. 
J ask, <0 m»y I recem. AH this J beg for Jes« 
Chrisit% sake, my Redeemer, thy Son, Q heavenfy 
^Father. «Amen ! Amen ! 

O Aldiighty Father, I am conscious that I imm 
eummittediDumberieftsaflfeaoes, and my soul is 
afflicted with sorrow, rthougb liuimbiy trust m 
^Oti^n^es are >pardQued i>y ithee^ tfbr the ^sate of 
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fiiy dear Redeemer, whose merits I have fliis day 
{deaded before thee, whose blessed body and blood 
I have this day spiritually taken and received ac- 
cording to hid own most holy institution. Ye3» 
merciful Father, I humbly trust, that I am washed 
from the defilement of sin in th^ precious blood of 
the Lamb ; which was slain from the foundation of 
Ihe world : I will therefore, be glad and rejoice, 
and will thank thee with my whole heart, in re- 
membrance of thy infinite love and compassion to 
fallen man. And thee, O divine Redeemer, will I 
also thank for thy goodness, thy condescensioRy 
thy tender mercy. O Lord, thou knowest my 
present infirmity ; my desire, my inability. Lord, 
may thy all-powerful intercession supply all my 
deficiencies ! dear Lord, give me thy grace. Con*- 
tinue to me that peace which I at this time enjoy ! 
O God of the universe, adorable Trinity, vouch- 
safe to preserve, protect, and guide me in the way 
of everlasting life ; and not me only, but my dear 
children also, O Lord, I leave off from weari- 
ness of spirit. O when I join with my family, as I 
shall in a short time do, may my heart go along 
with my lip3 in prayer and praise. 

Dec. 21. Turn thy thoughts inward, O my 
soul, and view thyself. O how greatly dost thou 
fall short of that degree of perfection to which evea 
while confined in an earthly body thou mightest 
iattain! and whi^t art thou compared with the 
blessed spirits in heaven ? I feel my defects, my 
imperfections, and am humbled. I wiU acknow* 
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ledge my transgressions with a contrite heart F** 
ther of mercies, God of all power and greatness, 
infinite in majesty, infinite in perfection! my soul 
is bumbled before thee with the sen^e of infirmity 
and guilt Great God j\lmighty, had I not read 
what Uiou hast been pleased to reveal in Scripture 
concerning thine own divine character, I could not 
dare to approach thee, but thou hagt proclaimed 
thyself to be the Lord, the Lord Gody mcrci/ul 
and gracious^ long-sufferings of great goodness^ 
keeping mercy for thousands. I acknowledge th6jj 
to bft the Lord ; I know ihee tp be gracious and 
mercitul, abundant in goodness and truth; for I, 
O Lord, am one among the thousand for whoqa 
thou hast kept mercy. I am one of those wl^p 
• have experienced the frurh of thy divine promises ; 
and praised be thy holy name for thy goodness ! 
yet thou wilt not clear the guilty. But thanks to 
divine grace, I can be justified through the merits 
and satisfaction of my Redeemer* Thou, divine 
Saviour, shalt wash ipe, and I shall \^e whiter tl^aii; 
snow. 

Holy Father, vouchsafe, I beseech the^, to keep 
liie and mine under the shadow of thy wings. 
lead us in the paths of peace, bles^ our going out, 
and our coming in, be about our bed, ^nd aboMt 
our path, l^t us lie dov^^n ia peac^^ ^nd ^e tjpi 
praise and serve th^e. 

Glory to thee, Lord Gpd, Heavenly Fathe?^ 
Go^ the Fathe? ^lipighty. Amen ! Amei^ ! 
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Having inserted gome letters of Mrs. Trin** 
Iter's to a relentless father in behalf of a daughter 
whp had disobeyed him, we here introduce two to a 
I9pn, who bad been neglectful of his mother. A,s 
the letters will explain in what manner Mrs. Trim* 
xner came to the knowledge of this unhappy wor 
man, much need not be said upon the subject> ex-^' 
cepting that it ought to be pointed out to the 
reader, that the young man who had been so undur 
tifui had to plead in his excuse a very indifferent 
education, and over indulgence from the mbtakeii 
fondness of his mother. 

How lamentable is it to reflect upon the numbers 
of children who suffer from the excess of maternal 
tenderness, when not governed by the laws of 
reason and religion ! Would such parents but con- 
sider the eternal interests of their offspring, they 
would check in themselves this fatal fondness, and 
put an early restraint upon the passions, and upon 
the way ward fancies of their children! 

The young man to whoip these letters wei^ ad- 
dressed lost his father early in life, and bad, alas! 
80 much hold on the affections of hk mother, that 
3he knew not how to refuse him any thing : it - was 
her intention to bring him up to a respectable 
trade, and for this purpose be was bound appren- 
tiee, but during his apprenticeship he was so 
(boughtless and idle, that he was judged unfit for 
\^ business, and partly in compliance with liia 
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something obtained from him for ber support^ 
Mrs. Trimmer having found for her an asylunat 
wrote the following letter to Capt. L— ''-^, 



TQ CAPT. L* 
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J5renJ/brrf, (ktober 1, 1795f, 
Sir, 

It will without doubt be matter of surprise 
to you to receive a letter from a stranger. I hear- 
tily wish the contents of it were of a more pleasing 
nature, but I hope you will find in it some inform- 
ation which will compensate for the pain it mu^t 
necessarily occasion. J will begin with the latter 
because I would spare your feelings as much as 
possible. Your aged mother lives. Sir, and is at 
this time under the care of a family who compas^ 
sionate her distress, and endeavour to give her 
every degree of comfort in th^iir power ; but it is 
in:ipossible to soothe her sorrows effectually with- 
out your concurrence. A letter froin you, with a 
remittance, would be the best of cordials to her 
almost broken heart. If she does not receive it^ 
J fear she will soon sink into the grave ! 

1 know you will be greatly shockfid to hear i^ 
and yet it is requisite you should know, that she 
qame to my house three weeks ago, a wretched 
half-distracted wanderer, in search of some intel^ 
^igence coi^cerning her son. She was at that (io^a 
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Irithout the most trifling means of subsistende, fttld* 
in iEt state of absolute despair: her bread she could* 
not beg, and often did she go whole days without 
taking any further refreshment than a draught of 
cold water, till at lasj; she was driven to the most 
melancholy despondency, and had it not pleased 
God to make me the instrument of her preserva- 
tion> she would before now have perished, and in 
a way which I forbear to mention! 

The letters which you wrote to her in 1788 and' 
1789, have been worn next her heai't till they are 
almost destroyed, but they recommended her tor 
my particular attention, and served to convince 
me that you are not charged with wilful neglect of 
an affectionate and indulgent parent The enqui- 
ries I have since (with a view to Mrs. L/s ease of 
mind) been led to make confirm this opinion, and 
I am not unacquainted with your ill success in the' 
West Indies, and your unmerited disappointment 
from the late Lord E— - — , therefore I have not 
formed expectations pf your having it in your 
power to make remittances to a considerable 
amount, but am persuaded filial affection will in- 
cline you to make every exertion in your power, 
and even to put yourself to inconveniencies rather 
than deny your poor mother a small stipend ta 
supply her pressing necessities in the last stage of 
her existence upon earth. I have lodged her. Sir, 
in the house of a poor woman, who is very teoder^ 
hearted ; heye she has a change of linen,, vihokr 
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some food> and a dean bed, comforts to wbicfir 
fhe has long been a stranger, and tvhich I have 
eogaged to supply her with from a collection I 
have made for her ; beyond that I dare say you 
will not wish her to subsist on the bounty of stran** 
gers, but will hasten to send her that which alone 
can cheer her di'ooping spirits, and render her 
latter days comfortable. I am sorry to say that 
her health is very indiffer^t, but ^e is in point 
of intellect very collected. I hope i^ new disap^ 
pointment will happen to deran^ her mind 
^gain! 

1 have asked Mrs. L. whether she chose to in-* 
tfert a line or two in this letter, but she is noif 
e<iual to the exertion. I will ti7 to get her to 
write her name if I find I can do it without hurt-' 
ing her, but I should hope you would not hesitate 
to believe the authenticity of this letter, which 
probably will be confirmed by one from Mr. 

T— — to Mr. R ■ ■ ' . Mrs. J- ^ who 

engaged to tiake care of your mother, lost her hus- 
band soon after, and being left in indifferent cir« 

GumstanceS) left W , and we cannot get any 

intelligence of her. Mrs. L. conjectures that she 
may have intercepted the remittances promised 
to her, as none of them have ever reached her 
hands. Mn Jones never called on her. Your 
good pdrent gives her love and blessmg, and 
liopes she shall not long live a burden upon yom 
Ptease to direct your answer to this to Mw* 
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Trimtner^ near Kew Bridge, Brentford^ Middlei^ 

itex* 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

Sarah Trimmer. 

This letter did not produce ari answer at the 
time expected : Mrs. Trimmer, therefore, who, 
during the interval had made many inquiries con- 
cerning Mrs. L and her son, and was become 

pretty well acquainted with their history, was as- 
sisted by different people, some of whom were ac- 
quainted with the young man, and wrote to him^ 

6thers to friends of his in the island of ^, 

and at length, in March 1793, a letter arrived to 
Mrs. Trimmer, written in civil terms, but not 
ivith any great app^rance of feeling for the situa- 
tion of his distressed parent, and enclosing a bill 
of exchange upon some person in Scotland of 
101. This bill gave great trouble to Mrs. Trim- 
mer, and was not in the end accepted ; and hav- 
ing in the mean time heard no very favourable re- 
port of Capt. L , she wrote to him the fol- 
lowing letter. 

Brentford, April 28, 17S8* 

Sir, 

Your letter of the 10th March, in which was 
enclosed one for Mrs. L ^ containing a bill of 
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ixchah^e for lOl. came to my hands two ddjflf 
kgo; and most seasonably did it arrive! for had 
It been delayed a very short time longer, yatit un- 
happy parent would either bav6' been in a work* 
house^ or (which I believe would much sooner 
havfe been her choice) once more wandering abouti 
not knaiving from day to day where to lay het 
head. The sight of a letter from you has so agi* 
tated her spirits, that she is not y^ capable of 
enjoying the comfort of it; but 1 hope in a few 
days her mind will be more composedi and thafe 
your kindness will hate the effect you doubtless 
intended it should produce. The letter whkh youf 
mtotion to have written in gtnswer to mirreof thel 
iJd of October, never reached m6 ; judge therf^ 
Sir, what must have been your poor mother's suf* 
ferings dunng 6o many months of painful sus-b 
pense, in which she has been entirely dependant' 
tipoti strangers for the bare necessaries of life ! For 
nearly eight months, I have with the assistance o^ 
several benevolent friends, contrived to maintain 
her; but the best accommodation that could be 
afforded her was the share of an apartment belong- 
ing to a poor widow, Consisting of a lodging in a 
room, in which sleeps also the woman and three 
children ; and a seat in the day-time by the fire- 
side of a room, where the womaa washes, irons, 
and does all her household business : you would 
be greatly shocked, Sir, to see your mother even 
ijCL this situationy and yet so greatly does it exceed 
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what she had before been objiged te^ submit to^ 
that she thought herself ip heaven whqn she first 
rested her poor w^aiy limb^ in it ; for it itfforded 
a shelter frilna the inclemency of the weather * and 
dbe biid the additional comforts of cleanliness and 
a&iepd. Me^n^ and iQconvenieht as this loidging 
is, it could aot be obtained at less expence than 
two shillings a week, though I supplied the bed 
and bedding. The food Mrs* L lives upon 

is of the cheapest kind. I sometimes furnish her 
with a little wiae> but she is scrupulous of drink^ 
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About six weeks ago the little fund 1 had raised 

for Mrsi L- support being nearly exhausted, 

and h^mg hopeless of supplies from youy Sir, I 
was undiH^ the necessity of desiring her to seek re- 
]&ef from her parish^ as the only expedient which 
l^ea^ed to otfer itself; and she had promised^^dX 
she would go to it. It was my design to i^end her 
t9 Butb in the stage^ and I had engaged a lad^ o£ 
great benevolence to look in upon her sometimes 
Md comfort her ; but upon receiving unexpected- 
ly an additional guinea, I gaw it to Mrs. L — — , 
mA she det§ripined to stay, in Br^entford till it was 
4Wpended. I believe she had changed the iast 
thiUmg (rf it when your letter arrived; . and I uit- 
dersbmd, thatnot being able to kefep her res6lu« 
iidia of going to the work-house^ she had designed 
to ramble away this *Qery dcy, and throw herself 
once more uipon the wide world t 

yoL*ii, N 
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After the dutiful expressions contatne^ in jrour 
letter ta me and to her, I hope it is unnecessiuy to 
strengthen your good resolution of •* ohietviftg ike 
most rigid ctconomtf^ yourself^ in order to suc^ 
cour your aged parent, whose necessities, if the 
world says true^ may be in a great measure un* 
puted to thie excess of maternal love. I am per- 
suaded that she still loves you with unabated 
fondness, for she never mentions you but with 
tenderness, and is ready to attribute the diiap^ 
pointment of remittances to any cause, ratber tbta 
your neglect or forgetfulness ; I most heartila^ 
wish that for your sake as well as ker% tliat you 
tvill be able to send her supplies ; for surely it 
ftiust be dreadful in the extreme^ to diink of a 
parent's suffering accumulated misery, without a 
friend to help her \ But it is far from my desire^ 
knd very, very far indeed, from that of yitor poor 
tnother, to lay an unnecessary weight of expencf^ 
upon you. She will not want so much as you tdk 
6f sending her ; S9l. instead of ,501. wiH fbrnisb a 
roorn, and buy her the articles of clothing siia 
Wants ; and when those are procured^ she will be 
able to live afterwards upon 3(M. per annudi ; Im 
than this she cannot subsist upon with any eoili^ 
fort, and I beg you will tinderstand, tha* tboagir i 

am very ready to advise Mrs, L in res]lMtte 

the expenditure of her own money ^ I eamiot tlmk 
of supplying her witii any myself fpdm this^tiin& 
I have paid her one guinea^ which was resarvod 
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for her journey to Bathi aad that is the last I can 
either spare or procure for hen My son's busi^ 
ness leads him to attend the Jamaica coffee-house 
in London every week, and of course he is known 
to several of the Jamaica captains. His late dear 
father, I believe, was known to most of them i 
perhaps, by enquiring among them, you will be 
able to find a more convenient conveyance for re- 
mittances than bills of exchange like that you have 
sent me ; 9XaU events, I must once more urge it 
upon you, as you l(n>e find respect your mother, to 
be punctual in your supplies. 

I hope soon to be able to prevail upoi> Mrs. 
L to write to you herself, but at present 

she says she is not equal to the tas^L ; she sends her 
love and blessing to you, with thanks for your 
kind remembrance of her. In respect to health, 
she is much the s^ime as when I wrote last. You 
may depend upon hearing of her by every packet, 
unless soimething unforeseen prevents my writ- 
ing. 

Mrs. L talks of an annuity of 401. which 

was bequeathed to her by .Miss , of which 

she received only one year s payment May I ask 
whether that is recoverable from Sir William 
■ ' s family. I knaw a good channel of applica'> 
tion if it ia> 

I am very sorry that ypur own misfortunes have 
for so iQpg a time deprived you of one of the great* 
est pleasures in life, th^j^. of repayUig nufternal 
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love ^niSi Jilial affection^ but I hope you will be 
more sucbessful in future. 

I am^ Sir, 

Your humble seryairfy 
S. Trimmer. 

The style of this ktter may perhaps be thought 
father severe in parts, but, let it be remembered, 
that a good deal was requisite in order to rouse the 
feelings of the young man, and bring him to a sense 
of his duty. We are happy to add, ■ that the letter 
had the desired effect : his heart was touched ; his 
sense of honour awakened ; and he wrote to his 
mother with affection and kindness, and to Mrs. 
Trimmer M'ith proper expressions of gratitude for 
the benevolent part she had acted towards Mrs. 
L r. The letter contained also a more sub- 
stantial proof of his reformation, as it enclosed a 
bill of exchange upon a respectable house in I.on- 
^Son for SOL Bud promises of further remittances. 
These letters were followed by others of the same 
kiild by almost every packet during the life-time of 
•his ipoiher^ which, liowever, was not of long con- 
tinuance. The fatigue of body she had experi- 
erxced during h6r wanderings before she arrived at 
*BrentibVd : the extfeilie abstineni;^ she had bee» 
driven to^. a4ded to anguish of mind, exhaust- 
ed nature. She never enjoyed any degree of 
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health from the time she came under the notice of 
Mrs. Trimmer, and in December, 1794, departed 
this life. 

We cannot, .indeed^ boast jthat the subject of 
this narrative was a person of great merit, or 
highly deserving of regard, but it was a satis- 
faction to Mrs, Trimmer, that, by her assistance, 
under Providence, she was saved fromdesti'uction 
and self- murder ; auid that her . latter days were 
made as comfortable as circumstances would ad- 
aiil o£ Mrs. Trimmer also rejoiced, in having 
been able to bring the yomig man to a sense of 
duty, and by that means having spared him the 
bitt^ pangs which be would probably have known, 
had Wi aged mother either fallen by her own 
irn^d, or perished through- want and famine. 
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YEAR 1795. 



Jan. I. O Father 6f mercies, God of aU grace 
and goodness, how great and numberless have 
been the instainces of thy loving kindness and ten- 
der mercies during the course of the last year ! 
My offences have been many, and I fear some of 
them great, but I humbly trust thou hast gra- 
ciously pardoned them for Jesus Christ's sake, my 
beloved, my adorable Saviour. ' O Father of mer- 
des^ how often hast thou refreshed my soul with 
•the comforts of thy Holy Spirit ! never hast thou 
refused to hearken to the prayer oi faith j which I 
have offered with unfeigned lips ! how often hast 
thou bestowed upon me that peace which passeth 
all understanding. How bountifully hast thou 
provided for the temporal wants of me and my 
dear family. O Lord, how wonderful are the 
ways of thy Providence and grace. O Almighty 
Father, I honour, I love, I adore, I worship thee 
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^ith aU my heart and soul ; with my present- far 

Cttlties I cannot fully express the gratitude I feel 

for Dhy unspeakable merciea, but now thou hai^t 

brought me to the beginning of another year^ I 

again most solemnly devote myself to thy service ; 

resolving, thy grace assisting n>e^ to follow thy 

commandmeats in all things^ and to endeavour to 

do thy blessed will. O gracious Father, vouch* 

«afe to regard me as thine adopted child, through 

Christ Jesus^ and bestow on me thy paternal bles^ 

jmg. Extend these blessiny^ also, gracious God, 

to all my d^ar children, ftod keep us evermore in^ 

the path that leads to everlasting life. Defend 

ua from all Qur enemies ; grant us whatever we 

fit^^d in need of; enable us to trust in thee, ouf 

only sure rock; our only preserver. Hear my 

prayen^ O ^od of all gooduess^ ibr Jesus Christ's 

jsake! 

Jan. 11. O most gracious Father, how unwor- 

thfy am lof thy lovipg-kindness ! yet I presume to 

bet^eech thee to continge to me thy heavenly bene* 

4ictipn. O Lord, cast me npt off, I earnestly 

ij^yi Mthee ie my trust; in thee is my confi** 

idence ; in the midst of my infirmities, my heart, 

{ humbly trust, is most fiiithfully devoted to thee,: 

ym^ w^9t marciful Father, I feel thy goodnesis 

most, ^dbsibly; I desire thy &vour above all 

things tlmt this world, or thousands of worlds 

caa givel what, indeed, of happiness, or true 

gss^ytmo^t,. can a universe bes|ow, if thy favour 
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and' fclessrng are Wanting? O nuJSt gracious Go\ 
View not my sinful actions, proceedihg,!' hope, 
from no corropt principle, btitfroin humbn infirai- 
Ity ; but view the sincere deVbtion of my heart ; tbfe 
'ardent affection of my soul ; my hunger and thirst 
ftfter riisjbteousneSs. O view me as- oiW-of thfe 
redeemed of Christ; as sprinkled irith the blood 
of the Lamb. The remembrance bf every devia- 
tion from duty is grievous untome; the burden 
of my sihs would be too heavy for* me to- s^tain 
without jny Savidur*s aid; O Lord- God'- Al- 
;niighty, permit me tor plead the- 'merits -of ifay Re- 
'deemeV; I have faith in his blbbd;-I have been 
baptized in the name of the Father,' the Son,- and 
the Holy Gtost; 1' have spiritually eatih of^h 
body and bl6od 6f ehH^st'-Vbticfasafe- still to 
Regard me as thine adopted fehihf m CWist ' JeSusu 
Vouchsafe to grant me thy peace and the com*- 
forts of the Holy Ghost for his sake. To these 
my ^arnest 'petitions, I desire, iiiost iM^rcifurFa- 
ther; to add my humble" thanksgiving^.' O hoiy 
great hav^ been thy merciesV how tatispeakAble tM 
t)enefits bestowed upon me ! O Eopd^' - ttiou - kajt 
blessed tne with a bountiful fetitfciet -me thank 
thee Vith a perfect heart; /' Wl^n will euoh -la 
heart be mine ? most gracious- Father^ t»f ^ill 
doth bless and magnify thy Holy name fpip all thy 
goodness towards me and my ' iclcaii chikireti ; pap- 
ticulariy I thank thee for giving tO ope -dear chiki, 
pofp deliverance from the perils and daiigtSnt'C^^ 
pbild- birth. 
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0:i^y|Go4 liA^ soul wUl be satisfied when I be* 
Jiold tbdtt^ in the jsaoctuary of heaven ! and is it 
■{^eronkted to a, poor weak inprtal like me to aspire 
2P:the»ieit^al|ed.^i^s:of );)eholding my. Creator and 
.jR.edee0i6r? Pjre?, I may iiyiulge sujch hopes, if I 
.i>elieve: and obey^ What must I believe? the 
Gospel tells me. What must I do? that also tlio 
Gospel tells me. Is it required of me to. live a li^ 
Gf £|iDle$s rperfectioTi ? , tliat^ alaj^ U,l cannot dp ; 
."my sins s^e already m9re in nMrn^^qr than^the haifip 
tof my h^^d ; and iiu«h.is tpyu^fi^lfi^ess an4infirn% 
.ty, that Ifear I shall add pii^om^vfiry day of my 

life. What then ^hall Ido, toibp-^^v^d? T^J^^ 
itfid beUffpe the GmpeL Q, most gfadous Father, 
-I do repent, I^im hpaftaijy ^ofry fpr all, aiy .misdq- 
tings; I mo9t earnestly d^si^qtQ l^v^, Jj^yeafter ac- 
.cord)r^;tQ thy holy will sfn^ P9iiuniandm^|t9- How 
«baU I know thy holy will ? wljeife shaJl I find thy 
-/commandments? ^tbey aie^pt^gp jn tljyjbpok. . O 
l^stgya^rious QedJ X ivill.fi^yl^ tjjQ S<?iipture$ ,• 
vl will meditajlse .in. thffm day, m^ 'Mighty; I wi}l 
.search /jiut Jhe wqpdrous tl4pgs.pf thy lejwj thy 
~ woard 4s?ft iwJ»FP : tP ??>y fcjefc ; ^^}^ a light, unta my 
• patk( £). n^Q^t vgraciQi^s. Father ! I 'jSj^ive to coq- 
:4eBs^myj8Jn> yntotl\e^i b^i/vfijeffi is theremenj-r 
:In*800^ of ;thoi^ tl Mve lately cqmQ»U^4 >; goi|e 
\/roBiioe'lite^39'4reftmJ sprely J dpnptitepeiy^ 
-^myaelf inthinking^ tb^ the peace .»i[id quietness 
pf opaeipeQ^ l^tihis piQii^nt fee\ are aQ earnest 
vjo ^, that (ny m^ are pardoned tbrQUj^ ^e ^^v 



powerful btercessiOD of my dear Red^em^r f I 
tftcm tbftt I have Ba merits ; but I hope I have 
tbat wbicb thoti^ my heavenly Father, wilt tit thy 
grace ami mercy accept instead of pei^Mt rigi^ 
teousness; I have j^iM, and I strive to ^ew my 
faitb by my tstorks. O that X > coold abound yet 
snore and more in works of Christian cfaari^ ! - t>ut 
I am sore let, and hiiMJeredin ranning the ra^ce 
that is set before me* 

' Lord^ I beseech thee to give me a heart te 
%el lor the distresses of my feUow-creattir^ and 
^ relieve tbem to tiie ntmost of my ability. O 
ti»5it Httns ability might encrease according to the 
Stalls I now have far the exercise of liberality ! 

Most gracious Father, I also {yresume to sup* 
plicate thee in behalf of the nation 4a which i be* 
long* I know that it is very sinful ; I know that 
liorrible things are done in it ; I know that many, 
^both tif the high and, low are despisers of tlqr 
word, breakers of thy sabbath, and open con* 
temfners of flie Gospel.' These are great and Giv- 
ing sins; and if persisted in will undoubtedly 
bring down thy just vengeance upon to, as it has 
lately fallen upon other nations : but, O mosttioer- 
dful Father 1 there are sAHl me^ny faithful ift the 
land ; -many are there who have ilot- bowed the 

'Irnee io Baal, whdftfe^zeakms- for thine honoiic; 

'"who beHeve the Gospel ; who have feith intiiy 
beloved Son ; whoiare given to good works: tot 

"theff sakes, O meretful Loi'd, avert tliy judg- 
jnents, 1 most humWy^Keseeoh tii^e. O save t^ 
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jjeople 1 p«>serve thine helittage ; let w not fall « 
J)rey to a worse than heathen nation ; a nation of 
atheists and blasphemers ! Go ft)rth, O most mer- 
ciful God, with our fleets and armies ; deliver us 
from our cruel ehemiesi maintain our cause, and 
save us from ^Struction for thy mercies isake. 
Shew fortli thy Almiglily power, that the heathen 
may know themselves to be but men ! O Lord, 
preserve us from the evil designs of treacherous 
men who would be^tray ns ; and join with the ene* 
my in destroying both church and state. Give td 
our senators wisdom, and confound the councils of 
our foes both foreign and domestic. Thou art a 
sure rock of defence, O be to us our shield, , ouf 
castle, our "deKveren What are thousands and 
Ihouisands prepared for battle, when thou art 
against thehil 

Feb. 1. How rapid is the flight of time! How 
short the space appears to be betwixt one sabbath 
and another, 'aiid yet the proportion of time al- 
lotted by the all* bountiful Creator for our worldly 
business, is six times greater than that which he 
hias claimed for his own peculiar service. Who 
that has experienced the delights of a truly Chris- 
tian sabbath, would not long and earnestly desire 
to pass every day in the same manner ? but it can-^ 
not be ! angels alone are capable of a continuation 
of such divine employment The human facul- 
ties are not equal to a perpetual exercise in it; at 
least mine are not But I love the sabbath of the 
Ijord ; I am truly ^thankful for the institution of it ; 
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^nd I look forward with hope to the sabbath of 
eternal rest in heaven. How favourable is .the 
sabbath-day upon earth to the accomplishment of 
ibis hope ! 

O most gracious and merciful Father, I beseech 
thee to receive with favourable kindness my hum- 
ble confession of sinfulness and unworthiness. O 
Xord, I know that my offences have been num-^ 
berless, and that I baye no n^erit in thy sight; all 
my hopes are founded upon the merits and inter* 
session of my crucified. Redeemer^ thy only Son, 
pqr Lord Jesus Chrisl^ for his sake I inost humbly 
beseech thee, O Father Almighty,, to pardon an4 
blot out my sins, that they m^y not appear in judg- 
ment against me. : Dependipg upon thy divine 
promises^ I cast my cares qpon. thee, most humbly 
beseeching thee to grant me the supplies which I 
at this tim:Q ^tand )n peed pf, bQ(b spiritual and 
temporal Lord, give jiie> I pray thee, good 
dasir^s^ aqd grant me the means of bringing the 
game tp gopd inflect, to thy hoppur and glory, and 
tte benefit of ipy fellow-creatures. ^ 

pear and adorable Sayioijr,, :tihou knowest that 
I Ipvf thee* Vouchsgife tp continue to me thy 
loving-kindnfess. I am very zealous ipr thine ho- 
poijr, Q divine Lord ! enable n>e, L beseech thee, 
*to make a right use and iipproyenjei^t pf .the talent 
committed to me;, there is nothing upon earth I 
desij^ so much a? to be th§ humble ipstrument for 
propagating thy holy religion. 

>yhat treasure is fallen to tbp society lyhich is 
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established to propagate the knowledge of Christi- 
anity both in this nation and in foreign lands ! may 
it be dispensed with zeal and judgment so as td 
answer many good and pious ends! O divine Lord, 
I see with joy the exertions which are making for 
the i-elief and employment of the poor. May thy 
spirit direct them for the ultimate, the eternal good 
of the multitude, as well as for their temporal re- - 
lief. May they have not only the loaves and 
fishes, but the bread of life dispensed to them ! 

Feb. 8. O most merciful and gracious Father, 
bow gi'eat has been thy goodness to me, a poor 
sinful creature! I know that I am not worthy 
of the least of all thy favours, and yet, I 
trust, thou dost regard me as thy child for Jesus 
Christ's sake. O gracious Father ! without faith 
in the merits of my blessed Redeemer, knowing 
how greatly I have offended many times against 
thy laws, I could not dare to address myself to 
thee ; but encouraged by thy divine promises to 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord, I humbly trust 
that for his sake thou has blotted out my sins, and 
that my soul is washed in his most precious blood, 
and my inward man strengthened by the bread of 
• life. O may I henceforth serve and please thee in 
•newness of life, to the honour of thy gi-eat name, 
and the good of my immortal soul. 

Most gracious Father, I humbly thank thee for 
all thy mercies from time to time bestowed upon 
me, particularly for those of the last week^ moi'e 
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in nomber tlm0 1 90) able to express f I bc^eecb 
thee to continue to me and ipy d(^^r ebilo 
ireUy the blessings we now enjoy, so long as they 
^all be conducive to our eternal welfare, ^nd to 
grant us the supplies both of grace and temporal 
things which we stand in need of. To thy Provi- 
dence I most humbly commit all my worldly af- 
fairs. O Lord, I beseech thee to bless all my 
friends and relations ; to preserve this nation from 
the evils which threaten it ; and to protect our 
king and government both in church and state* 
Grant these petitions, O 'Lord, for Jesus Christ's 
sakef 

Feb. 16. My dear children are fearful tt^at I 
shall give up the world entirely, and be too ab* 
rtracted. True it is that having lost my bett€ar 
balf, I have but little relish for the enjoyments of 
this world ; my thoughts ascend to that blessed 
place, whither, I trust, my dear husband is gone 
before me ; but I shall never be entirely weaned 
from this life, 1 think, while I have faculties for 
hearing find seeing my dear children ; however, I 
will keep a guard over myself: alas ! I know I atp 
very unfit for the society of angek, with all the 
human frailties and weaknesses of which I aqi 
conscious ; while I am in the flesh, 1 must m^ 
aspire to the enjoyments of superior beings, 
y Several pleasing circumstances happened to me 
in the course of the last week. I received ft^u** 
xances from an afflicted widovv-lax}y} ttijsit I b^- 
6 



afibrded her great consolation ; she gave im k 
basdsome dociatioa for the relief of a poor yomig 
woman, who is left a widow, and destitute, with a 
young family of helpless children* X have faa4 
letters concerning my books of instruction for tfa^ 
poor, which give me pleasing hopes of the ulti- 
mate success of the plan. 

Most mercifoL God, eternal and heavenly Fa* 
ther, I humble myself before thee under the con^- 
sciousness of my own unworthiness ; and I adore 
thy mercy and goodness, from w^^ioe I derive the 
inward peace and tranqifillity which I at this tim« 
enjoy, in the comfortable hope that thou hast 
blotted out my sins, and ^imted me pardon for 
my dear Redeemer's sake. O I^rd, I plead no 
merits, but those of my Saviour, but they are ail* 
tuffident, and I have faith in them and thy divine 
promises, through Jesus Christ thy bletoed and 
divine Son* 

O Lord; I beseech thee to enable me to conti- 
luie my labours for the instruction and good of 
my foilow-CTeatures, and to give thy blessing 
upon them. I^pray thee^ to continue to bless mj 
dear children, and keep them by thy grace 
in the way of everlasting life. O Lord, protect 
and preserve our king and nation from the 
wiclocd plots of foreign and domestic enemies. 
May tlie sword of war be soon sheathed, and peace 
restored to all nations. May the number of 
lafaoureiB in &e vineyard of Christ be epcreased, 
mnd may their harvest be pl«ntif<il ! O Lord, I 
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beseech thee to protect and bless me ! Giv6 riie 
the comfort of tliy help^ most mercifiil Fatiiery and 
take not thy Holy Spirit ff ooi me ! pardon my 
tvanderings and imperfections ! O pardbn the cokl- 
fiess of my heart during this address to thy divind 
Majesty! O pardon, pardon me, most merdiui 
God, for Jesus Christ^s sake. Amen! Amen! 

Dear and adofaWe Saviour I what should I be 
without thee ; alas ! a lost miserable creature.--* 
Lord, I flee to thee : O strengthen, comfort, sus- 
tain, thy poor servant ! grant me an interest in 
thy all-powerful intercession ! 

My soul, a prisoner in an earthly body, tries to 
look through its prison walls into the world of 
spirits, of which it supposes my dear departed 
husband an inhabitant 

O vain, vain attenipt ! I can gain no Certainty; 
But it will not always be so ; No, tlie same world 
will, I trust, hereafter contain us both, and !tb0 
Providence of God, once more bring us into eich 
other's presence. I delight to indulge these 
hopes ; how can I bear to think of an eternal ise* 
paration from my long-lovecj friend : no, I. owe 
him a debt of gratitude, which I hope yet to dis- 
charge ; yet what can I now do to increase his 
happiness ? nothing I know ! but he has left re- 
presentatives behind, dear children, the pledges 
of that conjugal affection which was one of the 
strong features in his amiable, his virtuous cha>> 
racter ; and to them I will pay it ; at least I: .wiii 
iQske the best returii I ^a» : i shall Jiet^er ceasfe te 
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esteetn tnv 4ettr hu&band wbQe t remain In tbts 
State of existence, mid I persuade myself I sbatl 
hav^ no cause to give up th^ a£Section which my 
heart cherishes wbeo I leave mortality behind^ 

Feb. 2S* I have in the coursie of the last week 
been enabled to pursue my long neglected work 
with very great comfort and satisfaction ; I find 
the task easy and delightful, and I am ammated 
with the hope ' that my exertions may in the end 
prove beneficial to the poor in various ways. 

O most merciful Father, I beseech thee to Wess 
me with health and strength, to enable me to con^ 
tinue my labours for the instruction of the poot*«. 
I also most humbly beseech thee to restore health 
to my dear child, who is now in a weak state* O 
tnay it be thy pleasure to spare her for the sake of 
her dear infants, that she may bring jfehem up in thy 
faith and fear. I also presume to implope thy 
fatherly protection for those dear babes-^my ebild's 
children. O Ix>rd, bestow upon them thy early 
grace. O be pleased to dispose their minds tj^ re- 
ceive the good seed ; and the minds of their parents 
to sow and cultivate it. 

March 1. O most gracious Father, I thank thee 
with unfeigned gratitude for the numberless com- 
forts of the week past, for giving me strength to 
pursue my work, and for that sense of thy fa- 
vour which thou hast granted me ; particularly I 
thank thee, O gracious. God, for the pleasure I 
have this day found in the house of prayer; -0 
that such an awful sense of thy presence may ever 

vol; li. ' O 



Accompany my worship, whether in public or pri- 
vate. Lord, I am not now able to pray with full 
recollection of mind, or ardour of devotion. The 
employments of the day have fatigued my spirits. 
Thou knowesti my weaknesses, thou knowest my 
ivants and necessities. Vouchsafe to pity and help 
me. , To thy fatherly care and protection I pre- 
sume to commend all my dear children and grand- 
children.. I pray also for my friends apd for my 
enemies. And O, most gracious Father, I pre- 
sume to join in supplications with many of thy 
faithful servants in humble petitions in behalf of 
the nation, O Lord, hear o^ir prayer, and let om' 
cry. come unto thee. Vouchsafe to deliver us 
from the fear of outrageous, cruel, and impious 
foes, who seek our utter destruction. O Lord, 
have mercy upon us I O Lord, hear us who now 
cry unto thee ! Send U9 help from thy holy place, 
and evermore mightily deliver us ! O preserve us 
from open aqd secret enemies ; protect our good 
king and his family; preserve our constitution 
both in chtirqh and state. Go forth, O God of 
Hosts, with our fleets and armies, and enable 
them to obtain victories that may bring peace to 
this and many lands. O may these imperfect pe- 
titions iTnd acceptance for Jesus Christ's sake ! 

March 8. it is a joyful and a pleasant thing 
to be thankful ! I thank thee, O gracious and mer- 
ciful Father, great Lord of the universe. I thank 
thee with my whole heart for thy .goodness and 
loving kindness to me, a miserable sinner. I 
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know that I am unworthy of the least of all thy 
mefcies. How good, how gracious, how merciful 
art thou ! How comfortable is it to fny soul that I 
am encouraged by thy divine promises to hope 
that my sins are forgiven, and that I may, as thine 
adopted child in Christ Jesus, address thee, most 
mighty God, as my heavenly Father ! What de- 
lightful hopes are awakened by that endearing 
title! Mj^God, my Father, will not forsake me. 
My heavenly Parent will trontinue to provide for 
me and mine. He will deliver me out of all my 
troubles. He will bring my feet out of the net. 
My heavenly Parent will comfort and cherish me 
with his grace and benediction. My heavenly 
Parent will make provision for my eternal happi- 
ness. He will in his good time call me home. 
He will admit me into his glorious presence. I 
shaU behold his face ; I shull dwell with him for 
ever. O gracious Father, that I was but able to 
do thy will perfectly ; to keep thy commandments 
wholly ; but I am at present in the infancy of my 
existence. O Lord, I humble myself as a little 
child. I depend upon thy bounty and goodness. 
I can as yet do nothing well ; but when thou shalt 
see fit to call me to a higher state of existence, I 
hope to serve thee better. O my God, how truly 
blessed are these moments, in which, by fervent 
prayer, I hold communion with thee, even in this 
imperfect manner ! What then must be the frui- 
tion jof godliness in the world to come ! O world 
of my hope, to which my soul looks up ! World in 
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tvhich are bidden those treasures for which 1 mf* 
Gently long^ Of what nature are thy joys? I# 
not that which I now feel a faint foretaste of them? 
O yes ! could I always feel as I now do, this world 
would be a heaven to me. Thanks, thanlciy m 
thousand times repeated, could not express mj 
gratitude. O gracious Father, thou bast heark- 
ened to the Toice of my humble petitions^ and 
praised be thy holy name ! 4 

March 15, •— — *— . -^ — ^ ,.*^ *^ 

O most merciful God> supreme Governor of the 
universe^ Lord God of Hosts, how furiously do 
•ur enemies rage against us ! What dreadful pur- 
poses have they formed ! What proud threaten* 
ings do they send forth to terrify and alarm us ! 
Yet what are all these when opposed to thy AU 
iBfiighty arm t If tlx>u seebt fit, thou canst destrojF 
them in an indtant. But at present, O Lord, they 
are a rod in thine hands^ to is(k)tirge nations not & 
few, and an instrument of punishment at the same 
time to themsdlves. O that the time of our chas^ 
tisement was completed ! that the sword of -war 
were once nopre sheathed t But thou, O Loid^ 
knowest the times and the seasons, and who shall 
dare* to say unto thee, " Why are these things 
do?" When wilt thou withdraw thy hand?' O 
Lord, great are the preparations making for our 
defence, great as yet are our i-esources ; detiberata 
are our counsels, and I trust they are agreeable to 
Ay Holy will. But what lare all these without thy 
jpeculiar blessing ? What avail all our fleeta and 
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armies, unless thou goest forth with them? Ancl^ 
is not our land defiled with ipany sins? Da 
not 'these sins cry out for vengeance? Lord^ 
we are a sinful people, there are but few righ-» 
teous among us. If thou shouldest «deal witb 
us according to our deserts, we should be blot- 
ted out from the earth, and be no more a peo-^ 
pie. But thou art a God infinite ip mercy* Spare 
us then, ^od Lord ; O spare us for thy mercies 
sake. Turn thy face from ;our misdeeds, and blot 
out our offences. G^ve us an increase of gracft^^ 
Bring us to repentance,, and receive Us to thy fa^ 
voun I^t thy tabernacle remaip in the midst of 
us, O Lord. Let thy glory continue with qs. O 
may the Redeemer be duly honoured, and may 
the light of the Gospel i^pread far and wide. May 
I reform what is ami$s in me, and hereafter in* 
crease by the practice of every Christian virtue; 
and the maintenance of a true £Euth, the righte«» 
ousness of the nation to which I belong. 

March 22. I sit down to my Sunday -evening's 
enfployment for a short time ; but the day has not 
been a Sabbath of rest to me ; agitations and per^ 
4urbation of the most painful kind (excepting thos^ 
^hich proceed froin a guilty ^onsciem^) have iftr 
vaded my peace, have robbed me of my tranquilf- 
Bty, have kept ipe from the bquse of God, and 
jfrom the schools. My dear M ■ ■■ ■ lies upon the 
bed of sickness in a diangeaous state, and my 'heart 
is tormented with the fe^ of losing her ; yet,' I 
ibumbiy ferust, I have not^ on this trying Qo^a^ht^ 
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given way to fretfulness and impatience ; the 
stroice comes from the hand of my heavenly Father, 
and I submit to his fatherly correction ; but I aia 
rendered more incapable of bearing up under this 
additional stroke by preceding cares. O what a 
world of trial is this ! Life is truly a weary pilgri- 
mage, but there is a rest, an everlasting rest, for 
the righteous. Be it my endeavour to be of this 
number. 

O most merciful and gracious Father, the trou- 
bles of my soul are increased I am surrounded 
by griefs. I beseech thee, with all. humility I be* 
seech thee, to have compassion upon me. O 
Lord God, take pity upon me, and spare my dear 
child. O spare my widowed heart the sorrow of 
losing a dutiful child. These petitions I offer up, 
O Lord, with all submission to thy holy will. 
Thou knowest best what is Ifit and proper for « all 
tby creatures, and far be it from me, a poor, weak, 
erring, ignorant mortal, to desire to alter the ap- 
pointments of infinite wisdom and goodness. If 
it be thy will to take away my dear child, I doubt 
not, gracious God, but that thou wilt receive her 
to ihy mercy, and comfort me and all her survi- 
ving friends for her loss. My heart at this 
tiiue is filled with gratitude unutterable, from ihe 
remembrance of tby favours and mercies. Lord, 
thou wast pleased to deprive me of children, of a 
husband, but thou didst not leave me comfortless. 
No, most gracious God, never was I so fully sen* 
sible of tby fatherly goodness^ thy tender p^ty, thy 
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loving kindness, as on these trying occasions* O 
Lord, I humbly trust that them wilt restore us to 
each other in a better world ; that world on which 
toy hopes are firmly fixed ; that world in which 
tny treasure is-— my heavenly inheritance, my eter- 
nal life, my endless felicity ; that world in which 
I shall behold thy glorious presence, most mighty 
Xjrod, in righteousness ; that world in which I shall 
see my Saviour ; that world where angels shall be 
iny companions, my fellow- worshippers. OGod, 
my soul even now springs forward towards those 
felessed abodes. O most merciful Father, how in- 
estimable are even the hopes of heavenly joys ! 
What then must be the fruition of them ? Give 
me, I most humbly and earnestly bei^ch thee, 
the help of thy Holy Spirit, to enable me to do 
my duty, in every relation of life, as becomes a 
disciple of the blessed Jesus, that I may finally 
obtain a disciple's reward. Enable me, merciful 
Father, to act as becomes thy adopted child in 
Christ Jesus. O Lord Gt)d, I love thee above all 
things. I desire thee in preference to all that the 
boundless creation contains. My sorrows are 
known to thee ; I trust in thy infinite goodness; 
thou earest for me ; I will cast my care upon thee, 
as thy promises encourage me to do. I will put 
my trust in thee, the God of all power and good- 
ness. 

Divine and adorable Saviour ! Friend of my 
-ioul, my beloved Master ! my Lord and my God ! 
To thee, as the only Mediator and Intercesssor for 
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the human race, T commit these my imperfect pe- 
titions. O present them for me to the throne of 
grace! add thy all powerful intercession to giv« 
them efficacy ! Son of David, my daughter lieth on 
the bed of sickness ; I know that if thou wilt thou 
canst restore her. Havie 'rtiercy upon her ! hav« 
mercy upon her! O divifte I/>rd, thou knowest 
the inmost recesses of my hearty th0u knowest 
that I do most sincerely love . and honour thee. 
I beseech thee continue to me that peace whic^i 
thoti hast lately granted me. O give me the 
grace of patience. Make me to see the vanity of 
'all earthly things. Let me remember, while I find 
tribulation in the world, thw thou hast overcQtm 
the world. Lord, if I did not meet with trials <rf 
this kind, T ishould have rio opportunity of follow^ 
ing thy blessed exaniple^ in submitting to the dia« 
Sensations of my heavenly Father. I will eqdea- 
Vour to sanctify my afSictions. O Lord, be with 
me. Forsake me not, O God of niy salvation ;— • 
ipy Redeemer in whoih I trust Amen ! Amen ! 

March S9. How much more pleasantly has 
this Sabbath passed than the last ! Delivered by 
the mercy and goodness of God from the eviction 

wiiich I felt on my dear E 's account, and fe- 

voured with a remission of care by the $ame Al- 
mighty goodness, I have passed the day tranquilly, 
and have found it a day of rest and comfort. My 
soul lias beieii refreshed with the consolation of the 
Holy Spirit;* 
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What danger at presen threatew this udAion ! 
what astonishing pains are taken to subvert every 
principle of CMrder and government, and to throw 
tvery thing into anaiohy and confusion ! unless the 
band of God preserve it, the nation will like that -of 
Prance be 80on deluged with the blood of its na- 
tives. What a dreadful situation is this ! yet let 
us not despair; there- are istili many faithful in the 
land, and for their sakes we may humbly hope 
these jndgmei^ts will be averted, O most merci* 
ful I^rd God of Hosts ! I desire to offer up my 
bumbl? petitions, beseeching thee to have mercy 
on this land ; defiled it is true, with many sinjg, 
but in ivhich thy name, is still honoured, thy holy 
worship still preserved, the Gospel still preached 
in its purity ; the divinity of thy Son still acknow* 
ledged, tlie sanctificatioii of the Holy Spirit still 
sought for, O most gracious God, vouchsafe 
to have mercy; upon us 1 )ift up the light ot thy 
countenance, make thy face to shine upon us ! O 
turn away the fierceness of thy wrath ! destroy us 
not wholly ; preserve us most merciful God, from 
the machinations of wicked and designing men ! 
teach our senators wisdom, bless their counsels tor 
the good of the nation ! awaken the rich and the 
great to a true sense of religion and their owa 
duty ; send labourers into thy vineyard to instruct 
the popr in righteousness, and keep tbem from 
discontent and sedition ; &pare thy peqple, O Lord{, 
^pare us I turn us good Lord, and so skdl we be 
turo^dt 
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May 3. O most mighty, Lord God of* Hosts, 
before I pray for mysdf, I will offer unto thee my 
earnest supplications in behalf of this nation : 
may my prayer find acceptance. O Lord God 
Almighty, we are truly a sinful people; all thy com- 
mandments are violated amongst us, thy sabbaths 
are greatly polluted; the Gospel is scorned by 
many, the Son of God is denied and insulted. 
But not, O God, by ali. O spare thy people most 
merciful God ! spare us ! turn away the fierceness 
of thy displeasure, destroy us not in thine anger, 
but grant us further time for repentance ; O may 
all resolve to amend their own lives, and encrease 
thereby the righteousness of the nation ! go forth, 
O mo$t gracious God, with our fleets and armies ! 
preserve our good sovereign ; bless the counsels of 
those who direct the affairs of the nation, and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from us, but inspire all ranks 
of people with true repentance, and a desire to 
promote by example, a general reformation. O 
Lord, hear our prayers, and let our cry come 
unto thee. 

May 10. The season of recollection is again 
'returned, but I am not capable of improvintr it to 
the utmost for my bodily and mental powers, are at 
this time ^veak and languid. The last week, was at 

the beginning of it, a trying one : my dear E- , 

had another relapse, and though not attended 
with dangerous symptoms, it alarmed and agitated 
me^* ' She is once more, L hope, recovering, and 
my anxious heart is at ease respecting her. *— ••— 
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And now, O most merciful Father, having to 
the best of my power searched my heart, and 
called to mind my transgressions, I humble my- 
self before thee, under a deep sense of my 
unworthiness. I have offended against thy holy 
laws ; but I have this day received the cup 
of Salvation, and I trust, thou hast graciously 
pardoned me, for Jesus Christ's sake, my ado- 
tttUe Redeemer : O most gracious Father, 
have mexcy opon me, and grant me the help of thy 
Holy Spirit, that I may no more offend thee : O 
hald. up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not y set a watch, O Lord, before my lips, and 
keep the door of my naourth : I desire above all 
things to please and obey thee. I prize above all 
sublunary tlttugs, my heavenly inheritance ; may I 
never forfeit it by unpardonable sins : O most 
gracious Father, I humbly implore thy blessing 
upon my dear children ; be to theto a guide and 
defence. Inspire them with good desires, and 
enable them to bring the same to good effect; 
keep both them and me from all covetous desires, 
and all selfish acts. May we ever conduct our-' 
selves with integrity antl uprightness, that our en- 
deavours may through the merits of Christ be ac- 
cepted and approved by thee hereafter. May thy 
heavenly benediction, remain with us ! 

Divine and adorable Saviour, my Lord, my 
Master, and my God. My soul hath a luS^g 
desire to renew its sweetest employments, to do 
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the blessed worl? of a chosen disciple, to feed thy 
lambs. O that I may be permitted t» do this 
with a quiet mind ! . that I may be permitted to en- 
joy thy peace, divine Lord, which passeth all un- 
derstaoding* How dear is thy Gospel to my 
heart ! hovv comfortable the^ troths it reveals ! 
how delightful the hopes it holds out^ Lord, I 
believe these truths ; I cherish these hopes ; I look 
forward with joy to the high prize of my calling ; 
may these hopes be realized in thy eternal king-' ; 
dom. 

O w^hat a weary pilgrimage is the passage 
tlirOush this world : but it' leads to a world of - 
etei'nal bliss : our greatest afflictions, which' here-^ 
after will appear light, work for us, ah eternal 
weight of glory. But for whom do they work this? 
For those who by patient continuance in well 
doing, seek for glory and immortality, O most 
gracious God, with my wrhole heart do I desire to 
BBek this glory, this immortality. I prize the hopes 
oi it beyond all earthly possessions, and I should 
be wretched were I to think I should forfeit it. 

O divine Spirit, how greatly do I at this time 
«taBd in iie^d of thy heavenly consolations. In 
times of the greatest distress, "they l^ave been 
gracioosly bestowed : O that I could now ex* 
perience them ! divine Spirit, I yield my mind t^ 
thy heavenly guidance. Of myself, I can neither 
think, or do what is right ; vouchsafe to gmde me, 
to £«3mfort me. Holy and ad<H*able Trinity ; one 
Crod| Almighty and everlasting have comp^ssiqp 
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i>pon inc ; let me feel that in waM sense of thy 
divine favour that Mill refresh my troubled spirit. 
How numerous are my present vexations ! but thoa^ 
knowest best, O Lord, what is fitting for me to 
bear and to do^ and may thy blessed will be done 
in me and by me ! I m ill strive to cast my care 
upon thee, my God, for surely tbou carest for me* 
Let tne not then be dismayed in the world, as tbe 
disciple of Christ, I must expect tribulation, but 
let me be of good cheer, the Captain of my SaK 
Vation has overcome the world ; let me fight man* 
l^Uy under his banner ! 

My son's law -suit is still undecided; I urn 
resolved to avoid immoderate anxiety respecting 
the event, and to rely entirely on the good- 
ness of Providence ; I have numberless blessings 
in possession, it is my duty to enjoy them with a 
cheerful, and a thankful heart ; I wiU endeavour 
to do my duty, and t5 keep my eteri)al inheritance 
continually in view, and then I hope the trifles of 
the world will not disturb me. All tliat I am 
anxious for is, to act a just and upright part, and 
to preserve my good name, as far as it is built upoii 
integrity and righteous dealing. 

Most gracious and merciful Fatbefi great Au^ 
thor of universal nature, God of ail grace, mer^y, 
truth, and goodness, whom my soul adores with 
the profoundest veneration, love and gratitude; 
vouchsafe to receive with favour, for aiy deur Re*^ 
deemer's sake; the supplications which I aoT pra* 
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sttme to make for the pardcni of all ity sifts. O 
most gracious God, why do I ever commit siri. 
when the sense of it is so grievous? Why do I not 
constantly serve thee, when obedience to thy di- 
vine, commandments is so pleasant in the act, and 
in the recollection ? Alas ! my nature is frail, my 
iafirmities are many, and the tempter is ever ready 
to take advantage of them ; yet, tlianks ^o thy 
Divine Grace, through the Shepherd of my Salvfe- 
tion, I do not greatly fall. No, most gracious 
Patlier, I am mercifully restrained, as 1 humbly 
trust, from the commission of deadly sins. I have 
tfill hopes of obtaining hereafter, thelieavenly in- 
heritance prepared for me, as thine adopted child, 
through Jesus Christ my Lord. O most gracious 
Father, is it possible that a God of infinite per- 
fection can deign to regard a poor sinner like me 
as his child ? Yes, the word of truth has spoken 
il, that the humble and faithful are reckoned as 
thy children ; and thy spirit within my Iieart en- 
courages me to say Abba Father ! O most merci- 
ful Father, I desire thy favour above all things. I 
wish I could Jive, so as to promote upon earth thy 
honour and glory ; I desire to contribute towards 
bringing others to know and serve thee ; I love, I 
honour, I venerate thy goodness ; I place my con- 
fidence in thee ; I desire to do thy will, to learn of 
Jbee. O that I could in all things approve my- 
«lf the child of God ! worthy of this honour, I 
Qan never be, but through the merits of ray divine 
Redeemer ; for his sake accept me, most gracious 
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father* -Great Parent of the universe continue to 
regard me with favour and loving^kindness. 
Keep me and mine safe under thy Almighty pro- 
tection! be pleased to order our concerns, both 
spiritual and temporal as thy wisdom sees good, 
and I will not fear what man can do iimto us ; thou 
knowest our thoughts long before^ and wilt reward 
as thou bast promised those that trust in thee. 
Keep me and mine from covetous selfish desires, 
incline and enable us to act uprightly, that our 
hearts may not reproach us, and then we may have 
confidence towards thee. Vouchsafe to conti- 
nue to me, that peace which I now enjoy: O 
Lord, continue thy heavenly benediction to me 
and mine! 

Dear and adorable Saviour, niy beloved Lor4 
and Master, whose service is perfect freedom, 
whose yoke is truly easy, whose burden is truly 
light ! how faithfully hast thou fulfilled in respect 
to me, thy promise to those who come unto the6 
with meek and lowly minds, for 1 have bi/ought hiy 
children to thy heavenly feast. One, a new guest, 
but I trust, he as well as the rest, had on the wed- 
ding garment. Lord, I have also brought to thy 
table, another child, for whom I promised at ber 
.baptism, that she should be brought up a Christian. 
Vouchsafe to give her thy grace, and incline her 
heart to piety and virtue. 

O divir>e Saviour, I thaqk thee with n?y whole 
heart for the comfort, the delight, which, I this 
.day expc. icaced in communicating with my children^ 
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ftnd my fellow Ctiristians. It was a Mnitnuilioil Ink 
deed ! for riiy heart embraced theoa a//, my prnyen 
and praises ascended ^itH theiFs, afid were preserirted^ 
I trust, by thee, O divine Intercessor i O Lor4^ 
cohtinue to regard me as thy diadpie, «id etiable 
me to fulfil the duties of one ! 

May 25. In the midst of perplexities I seek my 
God, but my heart is not dismayed, I feel a firm 
trust and confidence in divine goodness and mercy» 
I persuade my»elf, things, by divine Providence witt 
be brought to a happy issue ; but I must do my 
part, or I cannot expect God to help me ; and 
what is my part? Alas, a widow ' unacquainted 
with the ways of the world, ignorant of legal mat- 
ters, can dp but little on occasions like thes6 
which now ocCiir, 

After more than thirty years residence in a hous^ 
in whichjl have known many comforts, and in a 
nei<yhbouhood where I have endeavoured to make 
myself respected, I amlikely to be obliged to seek for 
a new habitation ; and there is not one within so 
short a distance as to enable me to fulfil the 
wishes of my heart by attending to the schools. 
Should I find it necessary to change my abode, the 
schools will, I fear unavoidably decline, I shaR 
also be removed to a distance, from some of my 
children, whose society would comfort my declining 

yrears. 

I certainly do wish to remain in this house, if it 
can be done without manifest injury to the pro- 
prietor i but my heavenly inheritance is the great 
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object ^f my desire, and I hope^ I ihsll not fbrfeii 
tbaf^ for the sake of any thing this earth contain^ : 
yet it is a goodly world I and I Admire its beautiesi 
more than ever; but these beauties are not con* 
fined to this spot I can go to no place iVhere 
I may not find objects of contemplation and de-*' 
light > What will it signify a few short year^ hence, 
where I have had mv habitation in this world ? so 
that I possess thy favour, O most gracious Father, 
why should I be solicitous about earthly things? 
Were my own happiness alone concerned^ I think 
it would be a matter of indifference to me on what 
8{>0t of eaith I fixed my abode ; but my employ- 
laents and connections give a preference to my 
present habitation, I dp, therefore, most humbly 
4>eseech thee, O Lord, of thy goodness, to keep 
me liere, if it be consistent with the allotments of 
thy Providence. 

~ June 7» My dear son^s affair is still iti a very 
precarious state, apd I fear, he will be obliged 
to engage in a law suit; but. I have the very 
^great satisfaction of seeing him proceed with pru- 
dence and uprightness ; and I have the stronger 
assurance that he will finally succeed in establish* 
ing his claims ; for my own part, I trust, my mind 
is in a proper state respectic^ this matter ; my first 
,iuid ipost anxious 4e»re is that I, and those be- 
longing to mei should so conduct ourselves, as to 
have God on our. side, and to escape the re* 
prpa^ches. of our own consciences. I also most^ 
.^yqntly wish> that tho^e utrhose interest is involved 
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wkh Oafs, fiia;y pcifsue an upri^ cMtse, atid tlmf 
M^e may all act Only as self-dpfenee requires, and«i- 
fertaki no seritittiei^td Of enmity. As fer as hiims^ 
infirmity pernrrite, I resolve to hold fast triy integri- 
ty, and not to let it go, artd t^ conduct mysdf m 
such a manner, that ray heart shaH not reproach 
me so long as 1 live. -'*- — -— -^ •**"* 



Most gracious and merciful Father, Lotd God 
Ahiiighty, the Creator, Goveroor and Preserver of 
all things, I magnify thee with my whole heart, I 
acknowledge thy power, wisdom, goodness and 
mercy, I confess myself unworthy of the least of tdl 
thy favours ; I acknowledge ^nysetf to he a. miser'^ 
able sinner ;i but I look up totftiee, gracious Fa^ 
tber, with the confidence of hope, that thou wilt 
pardon my maxiifold dSmoes for the sake of my 
blessed Redeemer, in whose merits and interoes*- 
sion alone, I place my h^pes. f trust, that 
thou still regardest tfte as thine adopted child 
in Christ Jesus, and that thmi b^hdldevt riie with 
tender pity snd loving-kindness. Wheiiee, but 
£*om thy go^dneis can proceed, the sweet peace 
«nd sei^nityy I. at this timefeella the midrt of vcx^ 
nations, which-* koiUd fill me- wi& the greatest 
alarm, had I mot confidence ia t^y Almighty pre^ 
Section. Yes, O niost gracious Father! liiave 
the utmost confidence in thy good Providence* I 
bombly trust, tbdu wMt in tibine own- good^me 
deliver 03.«out jof all our trdiibtefe, I know ^t 
it is by means of tribulations^ that .thou dost edo* 
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tate Ay diildr^tt £arHeav€$iii vTere ail td gp 
smoothly here, the eternal inheritance would be 
forgotten. O let this never be the cilse with us I 
let us strive to lay up treasure in Ileavem. O 
most merciful Father, I do above all thmgs desire 
heavenly treaaures. Continue to me and my dear 
children, I most earnestiy besaecb thee thy heaven- 
ly grace ! incline us to all good ; restrain tis from 
all evill defend us from all wicked devices that 
may be formed against us ! turn the hearts of our 
enemies, and give us thy blessing ! O contitiue to 
iis, tl)at peace, ivhich passetb all unden9tan<fog^ 
find keq) our hearts and minds in the knowledg<( 
and lave of thee, and-of otxr blessed and adorabte 
Saviour Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord. 

June 16. I am once more cast down iind ^e« 
ject^d ; fresh diffioulues present themsdves tor 
view in - s affiairs, and I tremble test he should 

be involved in law suits. ■•** ^^ *~ — 

In thia state of perplexity, I fly to my God for 
eoceour, O most gracious and merciful Father, t 
confess mysdf unworthy of the leaiSt of all thy 
mercies, but I love thee, O my beavenly Father^ 
mth my whcde heart, I grieie that I should ever 
poroyoke th;|jr Chastisements, and I desire to submit 
to them with a patient and regigned mind. O that 
I could rise above the cBte$ of mprtality I that 
I jcould keep Heaven fco: ever in view ! but wMle I 
dweU upon /earth I murtta^^ aa ioterett io wiial 

p a 



(Concfcriis the tcnfporal welfare of liiy dear chiU 

O most graciou9 Father, my heart is disquieted 
i?ithi» me; vouchsafe to calm its perturbations, 
f Grant me the help of thy Holy Spirit ; forsake me 
iiot^ O God of my Salvation ! hear the widow's 
-prayer; protert.my fatherless children. Vouch- 
safe, to turn the hearts of our opponents, and guide 
jtbe. minds of those of whom we take counsel ; tliy 
goodness is a sure refuge in time of need. Inspire 
me, I beseech thee> with the sentiments I ought 
to feel mnier my present circumstances, and I 
will strive to cl^rish them to my comfort and di- 

• * 

. -My prayEJrs, jwhich I offered up hst Tuesday 

.evening, have been most graciously granted. My 

^ind ivas tranquillized very soon after; I have 

enpyed much inward peace ; I have been able to 

pursue my work with a quiet mind ; nay, with joy 

-and satisfaction. The only draw-back to it has 

l)een the weakness, of my eyes; that is really alarm* 

ing, but I hope it will please God to spare them 

to me. My son*s affairs are still in a state of 

{incertainty, but I hope a little time will disen- 

^ngle them ; some spiritual benefits, I am per* 

«uaded will arise from the vexation he meets with ; 

and I hiimbly trus^ that divine Providence will 

protecjt . and. guide him. For my part I still con* 

^iaufs I ilioH.lLU^icKKsly solicitous to act a justed 
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upright part, and to have all who belong to me do 
the same. — — — — — — • — -*- 

June 25, Yesterday letter^ arriyod, which occa- 
sioned me great agitation. We have now a doh 
Glared oppoaent, and we must act \yith the ut- 
most caution and circumspection to guard our* 
selves against the injuries he n^editates, and to 
establish our just rights. I res/olve, for nay owq 
part, to act uprightly in such a manner, as tp havfs 
no repioaclies of conscience, but to kejeg this rc- 
jBolution, I stand in need of the help of God's 
Holy Spirit, and the same divine k^lp is ^e^es^ary 
for the whole injured party. 

O most merciful Father, it has pleased thee tp 
place my dear son in a most trying situation ; I 
humbly and earnestly beseech thee tp protect and 
guide him ; restrain him frou^ every mpasgrp 
which is the least contrgiry to thy ho^y will and 
commandments ; let nothing lead him beyond th^ 
bounds of the strictest integrity : suppress in thp 
minds of him and all concerned with him, all co^ 
vetous dissires ; incline us to do justice to every 
one, and enable us to deserve a ^ood name ) 

O most merciful Father, these are th^ siacens 
and hearty desires of thy servant ; vouchsafjs t^ 
fulfil them. Hear the widow's cry I pix>tect her 
fatherless children ! abov^ Ml, O Lord, pr^ervi^ 
them and me, from th^ temptation pf Qur grei|( 
enemy the Devil ! list pot his artifices prevail^ 
but let us rather bear a thousand injuries, than d9 
fbe tbing tb^t » wigUt^^Wi. Q Im^ \9 thee | 



I* 



ei4 

comrAit my cause^ humbly trusting in thy good 
promise3r 

O most gracious Father ! I am willing to hope 
that the peape of min4 I enjoy in the midst 
of thjBse perplexities is an earnest of thy favour. 
I am inclined to cbjerist) the hope that the senti- 
mentSt I feel, whenever a fre§h attack is made by 
pur adversary, proceed from thy fatherly goodness ! 
how comforting, how cheering, are they to my 
50ul ! but 1 am fearful of being presumptuous. 
Yet, O most gracious Father I my hopes are, as I 
|rust, accompanied by huinility. I know my own 
pnworthiness, and I ascribe all to thy infinite 
goodness through Christ Jesus, my Saviour. Yes, 
jdiyiiie Redeemer, to thy merits, tp thy intercession, 
I feel Of^yself indebted for the blessings and the 
poniforts, >yhich ureso abundantly showered upon 
fne, \fy the greatest of Beings, tq whom, unless ia- 
yited by hid grace ^d n^rcy, I should not dare 
pyen tp look up i 

We are involved in a very disagreeable affair; 
but for my part, I am at thi§ time perfectly easy, 
^rusting in the protection of divine Providences 
Hitherto, I think, 1 have not had any wishes re- 
specting this business, but what are perfectly con* 
sistent' with the commandments of God. I covet 
110 one-s property ; I wish not to deprive any one 
ipf h)§ just righjte ; I wqujd not dp a re^\ injury 
jx> rpy worst enemy. I tlierefore, c^n with humr- 
|)le cpnfidence commit the cau^e to God, so faf 
^s it concerns aivself; and I ho^; all who arid eUt 
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gaged ditottr side> entertain tii€4«i«e'<e8tiiii6nlB'^ 
nvhy then shouW we fe^r-? Spwtual blessings we 
may be sure of receiving; while w^ do our duty ; 
and there is a recoin pence for the righteous in a 
better world. How little, how insigm&cant do the 
greatest earthly treasures and possessions apptei', 
wbea placed in comparison with an eternal inhe* 
ritance. For iny part I am resolved to seek those 
things that are above. To seek in the first place, the 
kingdom of God, and hk> righteousness ; to build 
my house npon the rock of ages; then let the 
-ivinds blow, and the storm ari6e, I must be sa^ 
tinder the protection of the Almighty i at present 
I enjoy the best of all blessings, the peace (4 
God. 

O most great and merciful Father ? how abun- 
dant are thy mercies to me, thy unworthy servant -i 
J thank thee ii ith an unfeigned heart for all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness, for the comfortable 
hope, which I at this time feel, that thou wilt for- 
give my traQsgre3sions for my dear Kedeemer's 
jsake. 

O most gmcious Father, I humbly beseech tliee 
to continue to me daring the remainder of my 
pilgrimage on earth, thy Almighty protection. Ex- 
tend it also to all my dear children. O Lord, 
iH>»ch&afe to watch over them, and keep them back 
from evil ; lead them by thy Spirit into all good. 
L.et nothing tempt them to forget their heavenly 
inheritance; O let them not over value the trifles 
qS this life^ Lord^ I am desirous, that all the fern- 



jpora! Uesiingi «#€i^oy sliould come to us by ^\tck 

p'eans, that we may be led to iee that they are 

^hy gifts. I am content to gather up the nianna 

|roai day to day, pmer by opier : I trust, if ther# 

is nothing pvcf, there will be no lack. O Lord, 

J desire to please thee in all things ; to taring up 

inyiaipily to please thee ; to teach the young and 

ignorant to know thee ; to honour their Saviour^ 

And pbey his Gospel. O that I could do these 

^hii^gs effectually; the spirit i$ williug, but the 

flesh is weak ; Lord, I presume to icpplqre thee to 

give a happy deliA'erance to the wife of my dear 

fon; if it be thy blessed will, make h^r and bet 

iuisband the happy parents of a hopeful child, and 

give me cause to rejoice in my childreqs' children. 

Divine Saviour, adorable* Jesus, my Mapter, 

py Lord, q.nd my God, pontinue to thy weak, but 

faithful servant, ' thy love and favour. O divine 

Spirit, vouchsafe to dwell in an humble heart, 

fhpugh it is up worthy of so heavenly a guest : O 

tliat I could cast out of it, all that is otfen^i ve to % 

HpiyPod.' ' 

July IJ). Once ippre do I find myself in my 
•beloved j:etirement, aqd at leisure to look back 
uppp ipy past cpn(}uc|;, aijd fprm npw resolutions 
for the ifuture. J si( dpin^i) to |;be task with a heai^ 
glowing with the love of God, and I desire to con-^ 
fess my sins with sincerity, and to offer. }ny thanks* 
giyings with graiituda Two sal^bath^ havp passed 
away lately "with v^ry little Improvement.' T^e 
ngitation Of mind occasioned by attending th« 



painful labour of my dear dau^ter-In law, disqua- 
lified me for the performance of religious duties on 
the first of tliose days ; I v^as obliged lo^tate the 
rest^ and forego the blessing of the Sabbath ; . uor 
has this present day been entirely to my mind, for 
I have not given eo much instruction as- 1 usaaily 
do to the children in the schools. I have been to 
Ealing Church to hear a friend preach a Charkj 
Sermon. However, as I went alon|r, I meditated 
on the works of God, 1 adored his infinite wtsdom 
displayed in the vegetable world, I saw with gratr- 
tude, the growing liarvest promising plenty after 
the dearth, which is. now experienced. O Loni^ 
iiow manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thoo 
IDade tbeii^ all, the earth is fall of thy gwdncss I 
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Ik the arrangement of the letters of Mrs. Trim* 
xner^ and lier corr^pondents, it may be thought 
that too little regard has been paid to the time in 
which they were written ; but as the chief object 
was to shew her sentiments and opinions upon 
different subjects^ the trifling circumstance of the 
date was net considered as of any importance. The 
following letters were writtem to one of her sons,- 
who was for a short time in the sea service. 
When about twelve or thirteen years of age, he met 
with an accideat, which aflfected his health ; this 
accident, the loss of his Captain, who was his par^ 
ticular patron, and some other circumstances in- 
duced his parents to change his destination in life, 
and in the year 1784, he returned home. By the 
few letters which are inserted, it will be seen in 
what manner Mrs. Trimmer seized upon every oc- 
casion to convey instruction to her children, and 
how anxious she was, that they should perform 
their duty in whatever situation they might be 
placed. The daily occurrences of life in a private 
family, or the great events in the world at large, 
were made the means of instilling sentiments suited 
to the circumstances, and the watchful and over-' 
ruling Providence of God, was invariably pointed 
out. 

The son to whom these letters were addressed 
was near the close of life, when hi$ excellent mcK 
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ther was taken from this world, and survived lier 
but a few weeks. Durincr the course of a Ions and 
lingering iUness, with which the Almighty saw fit 
to visit him, he took many bpportumties of testify- 
ing the inexpi'essiUe s'tUt^Mlion he ree^ived from 
having been early taught to litudy the Holy Sciipr 
^ures ; and to the latest botir of his existence^ lie 
lexpressed his earnest desire that his otvn cliildrea 
flight be brought up to love and reverence tive 
irord of truth, to make it their guide and their 
counsellor, through every period of tlieir lives^ that 
$o It might become their solace and delimit, in joy 
or in sorrow, their comfort and conaokitioo whtaft 
^be time of thehr dissolution should arrive. 

In the days of ease, and of health, the Sa€fe4 
Volunie was to hii% a source of never failing plea* 
sure; and when suffering tho pains and dis- 
quietudes of lingering disease, his mind was su^ 
jtained by faith and hope, and the bright prospect 
of that world, into which, neither sickness nw death 
ran enter. Then did the lessons of his youth ap«> 
pear to him beyond all price> and dearer in his 
lestimatian than thousands of gold and silver. 
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Brenijbrd. Aug. 1% n^ 

My dearest William, 

As the Newspapers inform us, that the Ganges 
arrived at Portsmouth, on Thursday last, we ex- 
pectcd a letter from you with great impatience, 
and upon the receipt of your's were highly grati- 
fied by the pleasing account that you are in healtlj, 
and satisfied with your profession, I make no 
doubt, but you will continue to like the sea ser- 
vice, and we delight ourselves with the hope, that 
you will pursue every necessary branch of study 
with attention, in order to qualify yourself to make 
ft figure in it. — — — — - — . -.^ _ 

Mr, David R , is greatly obliged by your 

particular enquiries after him, and desires to be 
remembered to you^ He has been a great deal 
better than when you left him, and has got a sedan 
Chair in which he goes to visit his fHends very 
comfortably, but he has been very poorly these 
last four daysj and I fear will have a relapse, 

I hope you shewed yourself sensible of Captain 
Fielding's great kindness, in doing you the honour 
of taking you on shore to dine with Lady Chirldltcf 
Finch, and that you make it your study tp behave 
with respect to your auperiors; do not let the 
sprightliness of your dispositioq le^d yoii into e^ 
(t^l^ct of good breeding. 

J fiod by the papers^ tihat i^ i$ expected your 
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next destination m\\ be Gibraltar, I hope to hear 
that the expedition is attended with success, and 
.that if there should be an engagement you behave 
with courage. We assure ourselves you will be ani- 
mated with the love of your country, and the 
.noble examples which will be before your eyes. 

I should be glad to receive longer letters from 
you, and to know how your time is filled up. 
You gave me great pleasure by remembering to 
tell me that you read the Scriptures, because I 
flatter myself our endeavours to teach you the ne- 
cessity of doing so, have had the*desired effect. I 
beg, my dear William, you will continue the prac- 
tice, for you willfind it of the greatest advan^* 
tagg. Pray inform me what books you read^ 
and whether you think you shall like ship-modelr 

ling as well as ever ? Your sister E is very 

•careful of your tools. You have not yet informed 
us whether you were sea sick, and how soon you 
went aloft. 

I must leave room for a postscript from your fa- 
ther, and can therefore, only add compliments from 
all friends, and abundance of love from your grand* 
father, brothers and sisters, &c. with my fervent 
prayers for your preservation firom all dangers, 
and improvement in all virtyes that can reader you 
amiable and happy ! . '.% ^ 

I am, * 

My dear William, 

Your truly a&ctionalib Mother, 

S. TftiicMSii. 
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^rnidjntd^ SgpL S^ VOL 

My dear Williaai^ 

I am very anxious to hear from you again^ 
•wa^ Jbeg.tbat ycnj will write frequently Mobile you 
are io poi t^ we shall regard such attention, as a 
loke^ ^ duty 9x\d affection* 

Tl)e dr^ndAiii accident which happened ta the 
Ilp^al George^ shocked us to a great degree* I 
wish to kQow ho^ ioany lives weie lost, and whe- 
ther tlie Admirals body has been taken up ; also 
/fthe^her he Wjas a married man^ and had his lady 
on board as was reported ? 

I am sure such a dreadful misfortune must have 
strncn all beliolders with eonsternaticHif and 
Ihough I .sl>opId be very sorry to hear, that it bad 
,wade you fearful of a sea-fiajping life, I hope it has 
made a proper impression on your mind, and that 
you will .etadeavour to obtain tlie favour of God, 
ior then you may be certain, that your happiness 
*wiil'be secure, leyeo if your life should be cut off 
:by some unexpected calamity, which oftqn hap- 
pens on land, as well as at sqa. Religion is the 
Jusst 3buf ee of courtage in the worlds To be con- 
fident (as you may be if you do your duty) that 
you arc under the prpteetion of an Almighty Be- 
ing, will give yoAi '/ortitude to encounter every 
daus»r. To this vw noust s^id., tin ardent love for 
your .king anisJ country J your honour is pledged 
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to serve them with your best abilities, for when 
you receive pay it wijil be upon that condition, and 
therefore, should you be negligent in your pro- 
fession, you would act a dishonest part. But we 
hope better things from you, and flatter ourselves 
that you will not be contented with discharging tb« 
common duties of your profession, but as we are 
^villing to give you a goo3 education, that fyou 
win aspire to fame and glory, by gaining a 
thorough knowledge of the theory as well as prac- 
tice, and by emulating the examples of those noble 
characters, which adorn the pages of history, and 
those living heroes, who are the ornaments and 
support of the British Navy. Oh my dear child, 
you cannot imagine half the anxiety your parents 
feel for you happiness. Guard your mind from 
every temptation, to vice and idleness, and learn 
habits of industry and virtue, and you will give us 
the highest degree of felicity. — — — --. 

We all join in love to you, and kindest com- 
pliments, to Mr. B . I remain with all possi- 
ble tenderness, 

My dear William, 
Your jafiectionats Motber^ 
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BrenffbM, Sept. 2gf, !»** 

Jlf y dear William, 

I hasten to write to you^ that liiy letter vm$ 
reach you before you sail, for I am sure it will 
add to the pleasure of the voyage to know that all 
jour friends here, are now io good health* 

I suppose you haye heard, that there has been 
a dreadful earthquake in Calabria^ which desti'oyed 
many thousand inhabitants* I wish you, my dear 
\VilIiam> to consider those judgments as warnings 
to the world to serve Gpd, and keep his com- 
mandments. It is true they are produced by 
natural causes, but what is nature but the disposi* 
lion of divine Providence ? If not a sparrow falls 
to the ground without our heavenly Father, much 
less can such multitudes perish without his per* 
mission* The Saiptures teacb us to consider na-' 
tionaljudgmentSf as punishments Jbr national sins; 
our nation at present, is notorious for so many 
>ices, that we may expect calamities in oar turn ; 
it is therefore highly proper, that every individual, 
should iook well to his own xvaysy and endeavour 
to secure the' favour of God, who will then either 
preserve him from danger, or remove him to a hap* 
pier state, for my part, I se^ no way to possess 
ones mind in peace, whilst we read of earthquake^ 
hurricanes, &c. but by a regular performance of 
religious duties ; therefore, my dear child, do no 
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heglect them ; offer up your pfayets atid praiies 
every night and morning to God Almighty, and 
(endeavour to lead a good life; Do your duty in 
the station jrou sire placed in, and the blessing of 
the Most High will attend and reward yoti. 

I am very desirobs to know the nature of your 
employment, and bow it is that you fill up all your 

Your friend Mr. D. R ^ , has been very 
poorly lately, he desired to be remembered. We 
all join in wishing you a happy voyage, and safe 
return, and Send you dur kindest love. 

I am, 

My dear William, 
Your affectionate Mother, 

S* Trimmer. 

Brentford, April, 6, 1784r 

My dear William', 

I thought the time long till I beard from you^ 
but made myself easy with the persuasion, that" 
if you had been unhappr/ you would have written 
yourself, and Mill, that Mr. Rex would have done 
us the favour to let us know if. 

We are sorry to hear, thaj yoCil' ship is not 
to go to sea for so long a time, but hope you will 
endeavour to keep yoQrself employed in such a 
w ay, as may be of service tp you when you shall 

go- 
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• r have a great deal of news to tell you, but of a* 
very melancholy kind i therefore, to prevent your 
fears, I must inform you, that -your grandfather, 
fatt^r^ brothers and sisters are ail well. *-^ « — 

. Your friend Mr, David II — r— , is also de- 
parted. J am sure the. regard you had for this 
amiable young man, will make you feel great eon- 
cern for his loss, but I hope you -mil be com- 
forted when I tell you that bis sutferings were great 
'for some time before his death, and that he i^'as 
exti'emely resigned. You see ipy dear William, 
how uncertain human life is, no stage of it is 
secure from the dart of death. How careful, 
therefore, should every one b^\to live in a state of 
preparation for it ? This may be done without any 
interruption to rational cheerfulness^ nothing more 
is required than to regulate our lives by the rules 
which our blessed Saviour has laid down for us in 
the Nevv Testament, and to use our endeavours to 
imitate his example as far as the infirmities of hu- 
man nature will permit I wish you could ,havc 

been an eye-witness of the consolation which' dear. 

• • • » • • • 

David derived from religion in his last agonies, 
because I am sure it would have made a lasting 
impression on your mind. He died full of hopes 
o/ everlasting happiness, and yielded his soul with^ 
diiteven-a groan> into the hands of his heavenly 
Father, in whose glorious presence, I trust, he is 
now "rejoicing that he has escaped from a painful 



Ai soon as you let me know yofu want the 
ijooks, &c. I will send thetn. I hope you are much 
better ; do not forget to write particulars resp^ct^ 
ing you health. I can only add our united love 
and subscribe myself. 

Your affectionate Motfaeri 

S. Trimmer* 
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O divine Saviour, I have a most fervent desire 
to be instrumental to tbe propagation of thy Gospel 
on earth, but I am sore let and hkidered. Now 
that my health is equal to the delightful task, my 
eye sight fails« Son of David, have mercy upoa 
me! thou, who hast so often given sight to 
the blind, preserve to me, I beseech thee^ the use 
of my eyes f let me* not be condemned to dark- 
ness ! Lord, in thy service I wish to employ all my 
faculties, both mental and bodily. O that they 
may be graciously spared to me, so that while I 
live upon earth I may be useful to nay fellow-crca- 
tureS) and able to honour thee, ray divine Lord 
and Master. O divine Saviour, 1 most earnestly 
desire to follow thy blessed example ia all things^ 
possible, and to obey all the precepts of thy Gos- 
peL Have mercy upon me, laave mercy upon me, 
O God of my salvation. 

O most adorable and divine Trinitv ! heaven- 
ly Father ! divine Son ! Holy Ghost I my soul 
is devoted to thee. Incomprebensible Deity, I 
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feel more tlmn human language can express! O 
read my heart] accept my feeble attempts to 
8oar above mortality ! most gracious God, how 
transporting the thought that wlien this frail life 
is ended, I shall enter upon an eternal existence 
U'ith imjji'oved powers and enlarged faculties, ca- 
pable of comprehending more of thy wonderful 
perfections, and of paying thee higher adora- 
tion! what wonders are exhibited even in this 
world ! 1 view the ^vorks of creation with asto- 
nishment and delight, though I can see but 
the surfaces of things. O Lord, so manifold are 
thy glorious w^orks, that I doubt not they wi!l 
furnish contemplation for eternal ages! O Godl 
I cannot praise thee in a manner equal even to mv 
sense of thy perfection, and what is the highest 
sen§e which a worm like me can form of an infinite 
and all-perfect Being? yet, O my God, vouchsafe, 
1 beseech thee, to accept the best tribute which I 
can in this low state offer to thee ! O that every 
intelligent being would each in his respective s|)here 
pfler thee praise! that thy praises might resound 
from every part of thy boundless creation. 

Adorable and divine Saviour, Son of God, Re- 
deemer of the world, 1 honour thee even as 1 ho* 
nour the Father ! I love thee with gi'atitude inex- 
pressible I what should 1 have been without thee ! 
blessed Lord, thpq Hnowest that I love thee ! O 
that I could pass my whole time while oq earth \\\ 
t^y peculiar service, in doing the will of my Father, . 
in following thy blessed example, ia endeavouring to 
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propagate thy glorious Gospel ! thanks, thanks ^. 
thousand and a thousand (imes repeated cannot 
express my gratitude to thee, diyjne Lord ! for what 
jthou hast done and suffered, an4 for what thou 
hast revealed ! without thy fSospel, what: should I 
have known of my heavenly inheritance ? pf the 
crown of glory laid upfor the faithful? blessed Sa^ 
yiour, I will continue faitljful till death j O that I 
piay receive this ine^tiinabje pri?:e from thy hands. 
P divine Lord ! J^nd may I really hope, pinner as 
Jam, to be received by thee? ye^, such is my 
hope, for such i? thy promise to those who love 
thy appearing ; ^nd this, I trust, I do : how plea- 
j&ing to my awakened soul wijl be the trumpet of 
the arcljangel ! O Lor4, wj^shed in thy pfeciou^ 
blood, I shall not be afraid to stand before thy 
judgment-seat ! yet le|; me not be prejiumptuous | 
Crod alone knpws in what state I may die ; I trust 
1 shall not apostatize, but temptations are nume- 
rous, and humanity i$ frail. O Lord, preserve 
me from falling off from thee. Knit me to thee, 
adorable Saviour! Divine Spirit, through whona 
^lone sinners ean be sanctified^ | n^ost humbly and 
earnestly beseech thee to cleanse my soul frona 
Tvhatever pollution it may have contracted. O 
divinq Spirit ! I open my heart to receive thee j 
I desire, ipost fervently do I desire, to be guided 
by thy heavenly dictates. Vouchsafe, I |)eseecl^ 
thee, to suggest to me what I ought to do and say, 
^d I w|U follow thy heavenly motions ! if left to 



531 

■oyself I shall inevitably stray ! leave 'We not to 
myself, most gracious God, for my Spirit is weak ! 
O aiost gracious. God, I desire to leave all 
worldly concerns in thy handi^ and to acquiesce 
in the dispensations of. tay all-wise Providence^ 
I know, O Gody that thou canst over-rule the pas* 
fiions of, men, as easily, as thou canst still the 
ocean. I pray thee to direct us by thy grace and 
goodness in the way of uprightness and holinisss, 
and to keep us back from aiiy thing that, is con'» 
trary to thy will and commandments. Let us lose 
any things and a)erii thingy rather than forfeit 
ihy divine favour. O Lord, hear the widow's 
prayer, and bless her fatherless children. 

O, my beloved husband^ I have had some ten- 
der painful recollections of thee of late : could I 
see thy son for- the firs}; time receive his new- 
born infant, and give tlie kiss of congratulation to 
his beloved partner on .faei* safp delivei^, without 
thinking of thy tenderness and love ,on similar ocr 
casions ;. forbid it gratitude^ thj?.t J should ever 
forsjet the kindness with which thou wast accus* 
tpmed to cheer nx) ! the delight w ilh which thou 
didst receive every additional child ! O my chil- 
dren, may you also renoember tt^ tenderness of a 
father who welcomed yoij into existence with de-? 
light, though he knew thathjs burden of care must 
be encrea^ed ! Q my, beloved- children, this dear 
^^eqtionate busbaf^d, (his tea^^^^st ^i jpf^rent^^ 
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will surely tie restored to you and to me ! we 9ha}| 
nbt always be Sx3parated ! ue shall form again ^ 
happy society ; fit* in a world in which offences 
must need? come ; «i world in which sqrrows must 
assail us: in which pinner? prevail; in which de- 
privations abound : but in the reairps of bliss ! 
in the society of angels ! in the pfresei^cp of Qod ! 

O most merciful God, v'hat an ^larrnjng pros-r 
pect have we had of dearth and insurrection ! but 
thou hast graciously prevented the pne, l^y inclin- 
ing the affluent to practise stitdenjal, in order tci 
feed the poor, atul by restraining the spirit of dis- 
content within the bounds which it i^tt-empted to 
pass 1 most mighty Ood 1 vpuphsafe ^o preserve 
for our use the fruits of the (sarth, which now pro- 
mise an abundant harvest, and give us all> both 
rich and poor, grace to be thankful, arid to enjoy 
with moderation what thy bounty bestows 1 conti- 
nue to go forth with pur fleets ! and |o preserve 
our armieis. O that it may soon be thy good pjear 
suro to restore peace to all nations ! Amen ! for 
Jesus Christ's i^ake* 

Aug. S, I do most earnestly an4 fervently 
wish that I co^ld keep from all manner of 3^n, but 
my nature is yeity ^eai ; 1 cannot ^lway$ stand 
upright; but supported and sustained by th^ grace 
of God, I do not, I hope, greatly falK I sitill pre- 
serve, as I humbly trust, piety towards God, an^ 
integrity towards my neighbour. I stBl yaluea^ 
inheritance in the heavens beyond any thing thi^ 
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^orld can furnish. My treasure is in heaven, and 
there id my heart also. 

My mind is full of schemes for the improve* 
pfient of the lower classes of the people in the prin- 
ciples of Christianity. May it please God to 
bring thepa to good effect, for it is very shocking 
to see to what a height of profligacy and impiety 
many of the poor are arrived j yet I hope and trust 
there are still many thousands who have not bowed 
the knee to Baal 1 

What an awful event h^ happened lately on the 
coast of France ! thousands of poor Frenchmen, 
fighting for their king and their refigion, have been 
unhappily slaughtered by their infatuated country- 
men^ who now appear to be let loose to execute 
tl)e wrajth of God, on all the durrounding nations, 
Jlitherto, we of this island appear to be under the 
peculiar care of heayen ; pur ships ride trium- 
phant upon the ocean, and the schemes of sedi^ 
tion are frustrated. Though itreligion spreads far 
^nd HTcle> yet the public acts in geneml, accordino^ 
fo my judgment, £^re agreeable to the written word* 
pf God : and while tliey continue so, we shall, I' 
^rust, be safe. yVe have a further security, I* 
fhirik, in having a religious king upon the throne ; 
jet, perhaps I may be mistaken in respect to our 
safety, and the judgmeiits of an offended God 
may soon fall upcii our heads. O that we may 
be wise, that w? may tal?e warning from the evils 
ffhich have fallen upon the proud and imperious 
|)atjop with which we are now contending ! O Lor4 



1 



S34 

God of Hosts, prosper qur undertakings, .as. far 
as they are agreeable to thy holy will jand. plea^ 
§ure, and restrain us from all enterprizes th^t are 
contra,ry thereto ! 

.; O most gracious and merciful Father, I hunibly 

beseech thee to pardon all my manifold offences 

io€ Jesus Christ's salce, and for his sake continue 

(0 ipe thy loving-'kindness and tender compassioD, 

Oljofdj grmji me. the cpnstant aid of thy Holy 

Spirit, that I may never more fall into sjn* Jjeave 

in& not /to myself even . for a. moment O most 

gracious Father, . I do mpst sincerely love and 

adore thy; infinity perfectioas : I consider it as the 

bighe^tprjyil^ge/I can enjoy in ^is worldi and even 

u> the ne^^ to be allowed to address thee ; to 

coin& to thee as a child to its parent. How 

amaziog the condescension, for the Author of al) 

things^ the Creator pf perhaps millions of worlds^ 

to stoop to a creature like me ! a poor weak mor-t 

tal J Q most gr^ci^us . Father, I am truly sensible 

pf thy goodness towards me; and I long and de^ 

ISiire to testify iwy. gratitude for this inestimable, fa-^ 

vpur; but what can I do? Thou desirest.not 

l|urnt-Qffefings> else wQuld I give, them to thee j 

but thou delightest not in the fat of rams, or of 

bulls. The sacrifice that .is pljBs^ing iq thy sight is 

^ broken and a pontifite, heart. O my God, Idq 

i^ost he^tily lair^nt that^ I have so often offended 

thee; and I do most earnestly desire. to pron>otci 

thy honour ^nd glory- upon earth, by ;naking % 

proper use Q^ t|)e faculties aad ta^^u(^ wl^kl) thov 
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hast been pleased to bestow tipon me. I low, thee, 
P God, my strength; I trust in thee f I admke thy 
works ; I magnify thee with my whole heart. I 
' ift'ish that all thy creatures may in their respective 
spheres shew forth thy glory. 1 long to behold 
thy Majesty as it is displayed in heav^. O Lord, 
I will set thee always before me, that I may ever 
fear to pfFend th^e. But perfect love easteth out 
fear. Q my God, I feel this love; I look up 
with joyful expectation to the fulfilment of thy 
promises in Christ Jesus. O divine Saviour, my 
Lord, my Master, ipy God ! the only Son of thi 
eternal Fathej* ! vouchsafe to accept the homaigd 
pf a heart devoted to thee. Vouchsafe to hold up 
my goings in thy paths, that riiy footsteps slip not^ 
Set a watch, O Lord, before my lips, and keep 
the door of my mouth. Preserve me from sin an4 
from folly. 

Aug. 9. I sit down to my accustomed meditations 
with a weary spirit : the last week was a week of great 
/exertion ; I fatigued myself beyond my strength, 
p,nd to day I have fatigued mysejf agairi in tbfe 
schools ; yet how can I remit these labours Whiei^ 
so many stand in' need of instruction ; I in us t not 
§ufFer this little flock to be scattered, now they are 
gathered together ; nor will I lose one of them if J 
pan help it. But it is very disheartening to*i^e 1^ 
many children running about in' idleness and wick- 
edness in spite of the pains which are taken to re^ 
form and reclaim them: However, ' I mrust not-' 
ffiake myself unhappy about that which I cann^ 
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help; but I am ready to say with the Psahnist,. 
" my eyes gush out with water because men keep 
not thy law." O how dreadful it is to see so many 
men and women walking in the way of destruc- 
tion, and so many young persons of both sexes led 
astray ! but my present business is to consider my 
own ways and not to censure others. How com- 
fortable is the hope which may be entertained, not 
only by me, but by eyery one who has been taken 
into tl>e covenant of baptism, of being a child of 
God } and if a child then an heir; an heir of God^ 
the joint heir of Christ ! and where is my heri- 
tage? ev^n in the kingdom of my Father, in tho 
regions of eternal bliss ! what an inestimable pri- 
vilege is this ! may I ever value it as I ought to 
do ! may I never forfeit it by disobedience or any 
wickedness! ~-r ^t- -rr -^ -^ — - 



O most merciful Father, all the cares that havq 
lately assailed me were known to thee; my mind 
is at this time relievod iwn\ them ; but I fear they 
will ever return with the occasions, I most hum- 
bly beseech thee of thy goodness to fortify me 
pgainst th^m ; aqd to maintain the cause of me 
^i)d ii^y family. O Lord, I beseech thee to give 
pie qharitable thoughts of our opponents, and let 
11)6 QQt eqteJTtain unreasonable prejudice against 
any of thep. liCt the only care of me and my fa- 
mily be to act uprightly, trusting in thy goodness 
f^nd rpercy, which we have so largely experienced, 
Q BDQst gracioqs and eternal Father, I huuiblv 
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beseech thee to keep me and alt my dear chiMren» 
under the protection of thy good Provideoce and 
ihe guidance of thy grace. O Lord, I pray to, 
thee also for my childrens' children, who ai*e now 
multiplying around me, I pray to thee also for 
the nation to which I belong, and for the king. 

O Lord, be pleased to grant us all we stand in 
need of, both for our souls and bodies, s^^d bring, 
us finally to thy heavenly kingdom. Amen! 
Amen ! for Jesus Christ's sake ! 

Aug, 16. A very short titne is left me this 
evening for meditation, but my heart glows with 

, devout affections. O most ^acious Father, L 
love, I adore, I venerate thy holy name, I honour 
thee with my whole heart. I know, O Lord, that 
in many things I have offended. I grieve that I 
have done. so, and I most earnestly beseech thee 
to pardon my manifold offences for Jesus Christ's 
sake, my Saviour and Redeemer. I have still 
many things which oppress my mind with care. O 
Lord, I beseech thee, if it be. thy good pleasure, 
to relieve me from these cares ! 

How greatly do vice and profligacy prevail ! 
how shocking is it to see the sabbath of the great 
Lord and Governor of the tiniverse profaned as 
I have seen it this day. It grieves me to the 

• heart, that so many of my fellow-creatures are 
so lost to % sense of their own truest felicity. O 
most gracious father, I beseech thee to have com^ 
passion upon these poor ignorant sinners, and to 
bring them to repentance, O most merciful Lord 
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tod Saviour, I beseech thee W hiave compassTOT/ 
upon our little flock ; aweken them by thy grace 
to a sense of their duty, and give efficacy to the 
instructions which they receive. Bless, O Lord, all 
the children of the poor ; how dear are they to mef 
for my Redeemer's sake ! most adorable Saviour^ 
thou knowest that I love thee. O that I could 
constantly act as becomes thy disciple. O hold 
up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip* 
not! 

How dear to me is my own home, even now that 
the head of the household is taken away ! but it 
pleased Grod that my dear husband should be re- 
moved from this world ; what a stit)ke was that f 
how perfectly do I remember the cirtumstances of 
that fatal night ; but never are they recalled to my 
memory unaccompanied by the most fervent gra- 
titude to God J how kind, how good was my hea- 
%nenly Father at that season of distress ! and praised* 
be his^ hoiy name for the consolations he at thai 
time «o graicioasly afforded to me and my dear 
children, and for his abundant kindness to u» ever 
since ; never did I know perfectly what if was to- 
be a child of God, till the greatest affliction was^ 
sent to me. I will not now think of the worM. 
I will think of heaven, O regions of eterrial Hiss, 
when shall I enter your blessed abodes? wWn wiff 
ybiir gate of pearl' unfold to receive me? whew 
shall I see the throne of God ? when ^ shall I be- 
hold my Saviour ? when shall I hear the songs oF 
angels ? ivheit shall I meef again mf dear lost 
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friends, my children, my father, my mother, my 
brotijer, my honoured father-iu'laMr, O mpture^ 
but to hope for these joys ; and what greater may 
be in stor^ for mp 1 if ever wie do caeet. again, I 
hope \ye shall uevex- be separated; I, hope our. 
heavenly employm^ntij^^^ will be the 3ai»ie. But 
what caa I jcnii^w of theae employmenid ; I knovv 
what I have to do upop earth, and I will ^piy« ,tQ 
do it acceding to the will of my heaventy Father. 
I have a ^oriou^ reward ia yie^w ; I look beyood 
the dark regions of the grav^ ; I will be faithful 
till death, God's grace assisting me. 

Sept. 13. I promised myself two ho\irs; of re** 
collection and meditatioo, but have been.: unex-^ 
pectedly broken in upon by friends, aiid o»e hour 
is already flow^ awjay. . I must make the ptost of 
what reiiiaii)$« , 

S^ice last I sat down in this place to meditate 
and search n^ heart, I have taken a long journey, 
and in many respects, a very pleasant one it has 
been to me ; 1 have seen, friends from W/hom I haci 
lopg been separated ; I ha?e m^ with gre«t atten- 
tions, and my eyes have ,been * feasted with the 
sight of tlie most glorious ^jarvest-that the country 
has known for a series of years. I felt unspcak-^ 
able satisfaction in viewing the abundance with 
which the Alnpighty Governor has bi^ased 1^ 
land. ' ': 

I have this week received an addition to spy fd*^ 

4 
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nlily of another grandson : O may it be the cl)f Ut 
of God from its birth. 

. Iiotn once more ittonied hi MfetyoaaBd j^eolth^ t& 
my own house, and may I be thankful to the great 
Preserver, whose Providence has protected me' 
and the dear child who accompanied me from all 
perils and dangers. O Lord, vouchsafe to accept 
n)y thanlcsgivings for all thy late mercies bestowed 
upon me and my dear daughter* 

Sept S7« La^t Sunday I trad absent from' 
homC) tny dear little grandson was received into 
the congregation of Christ's church — ^-— , anrf 
I attended the ceremony, which wa* performe<F 
with all due solemnity. I made in his name the 
baptismal vow ; the sacrament was righlly and 
duly administered, ilnd I humbly trust llie divitie 
benediction accompanied it. I hope and believe 
that he was regenerated and adopted as the child 
of God, and that be became a member of Christ, 
and entitled through the all-sufficient merits of bis^ 
Redeemer to an inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven. O may he grow up in the nnrture and 
fear ot the Lord ; may he attain to the measure of 
the fulness of the stature of Ghrfst ! 
. In a very short ti^ne 1 »hall attend tlie baptisnr 
of another grandson. O how comfortable a thing 
it is to see successive generations added to tl>e num* 
ber of Christ's church on earths How delightfu! 
the hope of seeing a numerous progeny among the 
blest inhabitants of heaven ! 
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t hate been to the schools to-day^ find hope t 
have given some useful instruction. I will labour 
with unremitting care to make the children know 
their Redeemer* May his grace accompany my 
endeavours ! 

O most great and wonderful Lord God ! the 
Fountain of all perfection, the Author of all beings 
the Preserver of all thy boundless creation, I bow 
down my soul before thee with reverence, adora- 
tion, and devotion, acknowledging my own^ un- 
worthiness to address thy divine Majesty^ and thy 
goodness in inviting sinners to come unto thee* O 
Lord most mighty^ how often have I offended 
Bgainst thy holy laws, yet hast thou not cast me 
off! no, most gracious God ! the repentant siuner 
thou art always ready to receive, and such I trust 
1 am. O my Godj I grieve that I should ever do any 
thing contrary to the least of thy commandments, 
and I will strive^ thy grace assisting me, to keep 
them better for the time to come. Vouchsafe 
then, O gracious and merciful Lord, to pardon all 
my sins for Jesus Christ's sake, in whose merits 
alone I trust. 

Oct. 4. The morning was wet, and I stay- 
ed from church and from the schools ; but I 
have been reading over some of my former medi- 
tations and prayers which awakened sentiments of 
devotion and gratitude in my heart. It is certainly 
true that my life is in many respects a weary pil- 
grimage. Cares are sown thick in my path^ but 
thanks to Almighty goodness, numbers of them 
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have proved causeless ; others have been graciously 
relieved, and som^ have been turned into so many 
blessings* Of real misfortunes I have not had 
Biany since the death of my dear husband, and 
how did the Almighty graciously enable me to bear 
the heaviest of trials : why, then, should I ever 
give way to fears and apprehensions, as I am still 
too apt to do, upon every shadow of disappoint- 
ment. — • — — — — — — — 

O most gracious Father, I have as a widowed 
mother many trials to encounter : my dear children 
are placed in various situations,^ and I have in 
consequence many anxieties ; but thanks to thy 
grace and providence, I humbly trust these dear 
children are in the enjoyment of thy flavour and 
protection. O Lord, 1 pray thee to guard and 
defend them. Vouchsafe to incline the minds 
both of them and of me to do our duty. Lord, if 
I know my own heart, this is my first wish. I 
am greatly ambitious of sharing with my chiU 
dren, and with my late dear husband, if such 
be thy blessed will, an heavenly inheritance; 
what are all the treasures of this life in comparison 
with an heavenly inheritance? O Lord, for myself 
I can say with Jacob, vouchsafe only ta give me 
food to eat, and raiment to put on, during my 
pilgrimage upon earth, and I will be content, so. 
that I may be permitted to go to my Father's housa 
in peace. O heavenly Father ! in that house are 
many mansions; may I find one prepared for met 
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ftiid may all who are near and dear to me fi^d eacli 
of them one also ! O Almighty Father, I will this 
night, thy grace assisting me^ lie down in peace 
and take my rest, trusting in thy goodness. For* 
sake me no^ O God of my salvation ! let our 
hearts and affections be fixed on thee, our Ood^ 
and upon heavenly things. I praise and bless thy 
holy name with gratitude and thanks for all thy 
bounties and mercies to me and mine. O bless* 
ed Trinity, I worship, I adore thee, the incom- 
prehensible, the ineffable Deity. Glory and ho- 
nour, and praise, and thanksgiving, be unto the 
Lamb that was slain, the adorable Redeemer for 
ever and ever. Amen ! 

" O most gracious "and merciful Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, great Governor of the universe, 
I, thy unworthy servant, with all humility confess 
tnyself a sitmer, and grieve that I have so often 
offended against thy holy laws in thought, word, 
and deed ; and I do most earnestly implore thy 
•forgiveness for the sake of the Redeemer of man- 
kind, our Lord Jesus Christ, on whose merits 
^lone I depend for salvation. O most merciful 
Father, 1 render thee unfeigned thanks for all thy 
mercies and loving-kindness towards me and all 
my dear children ; for those supplies w^hich thoii 
hast graciously afforded both for our bodily and 
^spiritual necessities. I humbly beseech thee, 
to continue to me and mine thy divine pro- 
tection ; be to us a sure rock of defence against 
the face of our enemies. O Lord, I eai> 
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tiestiy entreat thee to turn the lie^rts of our oppo^ 
nents, and to dispose us all to do what is rig^t and 
honest in thy sight.. Let us not be tempted by the 
desire of riches to do any thing contrary to thy 
will and commandmetits ; enable every one of us 
by thy grace to keep a good conscience ; let us not 
depart from our duty to. thee or our neighbour : 
then through the merits of our beloved Redeemer 
fihall we find acceptance with thee, O great and 
holy God ! how truly delightful is tlie expectatiou 
of heavenly joys, . the hope of heavenly treasures ! 
when I am encouraged by the Scriptures to consi- 
der myself as a fellqw-citi^en with the saints ia 
light, of the heavenly Jerusalem, how little and 
insignificant do all things in this world appear; 
and yet it is a goodly world ; sin only defiles i^ 
and makes it an uncomfortable abode, in whiclji 
the wicked trouble the good, and even the best 
contribute to its defilement How pleasant must 
it be to live for eternal ages without sin ! how 
.comfortable to be delivered from the sorrows, the 
difficulties, thq uneasinesses, the paios of mor- 
tality ! how extatic to mix with the angelic hosf^ 
and bow down before thy glorious presence I 
when shall I come to appear before thee, mv 
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O Lord, it is my earnest and fervent desire to 
.be a good mother ; a good sister-in?law ; a good 
mistress ; a good friend ; a true benefactress *t(> 
the poor ; to be in all points a truly Christian w^* 
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mao. O what a glorious title is that of a Ohris^ 
♦ian ! what an unspeakable prize, what an inesti- 
mable treasure is held out to the hope and expec- 
tation of the true Christian ! may this prize, this 
treasure be mine ! O adorable Saviour, thou hast 
taught thy disciples to lift up their thoughts above 
the cares and vanities of this transitory Kfe, and 
to fix their hearts upon iieavenly riches. Lord, 
I do this most sincerely. I lift up my soul to hea- 
ven^ I pant after its joys ; I aspire after its trea- 
sures. Let not my hope and expectation be cut 
off by my own folly. Save, save me, blessed 
Lord, give me an interest in thy precious blood. 
Lord Jesus, divine Saviour, Son of God, thou 
knowest that I love thee; thou knowest all 
hearts ; thou knowest that I believe in thee ; not 
a circumstance which is related of thee in the 
Holy Scripttii-es do I doubt or deny, biit most 
firmly believe. O that my faith may for *hy sake 
be reckoned for righteousness! O that I m^y 
be justified through thy merits in the sight of my 
licavenly Father, when I rise from the dead I 
Adorable Saviour, I am among those who long for 
thy second coming. Sinner as I am, I tiiink I 
shall not be afraid to behold thy glorious face ! 
no, divine Lord, thou wilt not despise thine hand- 
maid ; thou wilt, I humbly trust, acknowledge 
me for a true disciple before men and angels j 
thou w^, I trust, wipe away all tears from my 
^yes, and admit me into those blessed regions 
where nothing is tp be found but jo^ and i)6ac.e^ 
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I iTust thou wilt restore to me tbose dear friends 
.who are gone before me ! O adorable Saviour, 
what can I render unto thee, for all the benefits I 
have received, and am encouraged to hope for 
through thy mediation ? Lord, I can offer thee no- 
|hing but my poor thanks; but I cap do good ta 
^hosewhom thou hast appointed thy substitutes 
upon earth, the poor and the afflicted ; and thy 
grace assisting I will do good to them. 

Dec, 14. This morning I read over the differ- 
ent heads of self*examination in the New Manual 
of Devotion previous to my receiving the sacra- 
ment, and my conscience returned a favourable 
answer to most of them. I hope my own heart 
;does not deceive me; I am far from thinking my- 
iself free from sin ; on the contrary, I know that 
my offences and transgressions have been number- 
less; and I al^o know, that in those matters in 
which my conscience acquits me, I am indebted 
entirely to the grace of God ; I also know, that I 
could have no hopes of salvation, if my Saviour 
had not made atonement for me : but I feel such 
inward peace, and such an impulse to r^oice in 
the Lord that I am unwilling to part with this 
' blessed serenity. Jt is the appropriate enjoyment 
of the Sabbath, 

I this day went to the table of the l.ord ; and 
greatly refreshed has n^y soul been with thsit di- 
vine feast ; I communicated with my fellow Chris* 
f tians and was comforted. 

Most graciou§ and merciful Father, Lord God 
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Almighty, how wonderful is thy goodness to the 
sons and daughters of men ! What am I, that thou 
shouidst thus bless me with thy favour and loving 
kindness ? Alas \ in myself- 1 am a poor weak 
erring mortal, I have often offended against thy 
commandments. But, O gracious Father, I do 
most firmly believe in my Saviour, thy only be- 
gotten Son, and I trust thou wilt reckon my faith 
as righteousness. O merciful God, I most hum- 
bly and earnestly beseech thee to pardon all my 
offences for Jesus Christ's sake, and enable me, by 
thy grace, to i&void the repetition of them. 

O most mighty God, Lord of the Universe 
who sittest up kings, and casteth them down to 
the ground, ^in whose sight nations are but as 
drops in a bucket, how wonderful art thou, O 
Lord God of Hosts ! who can abide thy wrath ? 
O most mighty and merciful God, I presume to 
implore thy pity and compassion for thia sinful 
land. Spare us, good Lord, spare nt . for thy 
mercy's sake, and let not our enemies triumph 
over us. Vouchsafe to deliver us out of the 
hands both of foreign and domestic foes, who are 
confederated to destroy t)ur church and state. O 
deliver us- from the dreadful evil of famine, 
and give thy blessing upon the earth which 
now contains the seeds of the next harvest. O 
Lord, receive these my humble petitions for Je- 
&us Christ's saka . 

Dec. 20. No obstacle at this time prevents 
Hiy retiring to my closet ; I have shut the door, 
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mi I wish to pray to the Father who seeth in sq-* 
cret Before I presume to pray, I will endeavour 
to collect my thoughts. I>t me 4rst c^l my sia$ 
to remembrance. Alas ! this is a business in which 
I am very deficient. I am afraid^ on the one 
handy of deceiving myself into an opinion, that 
this difEcqlty of recQlleqtiQn> this peac^ of coa^ 
science, which I feel at this time, is the work of 
divine grace ; or, on the , other, of slighting th^i 
grace of God, and casting away^he blessing which 
his goodness bestows upon me. Most gracious 
and merciful Father, my heart is open to thy all* 
seeing eye ; thou knowest the desire I have to 
call my sins to remembrance, that I may confess 
them untQ thee. Q if there be any unforgiven., 
vouchsafe to set them before me. I kqow that X 
am a sinner, and that every day of my life 1 com<» 
mit offences against thy holy Hws ; but thy grace 
has kept ipe b^ck from those great offences, whicif 
leave a lastiqg sting behind them; and encou*? 
raged by thy gracious prqmises to the humble and 
penitent, I approach unto thee with a quiet mind^ 
full of hope £ind confidence that my sins are freely 
forgiven for my dear Redeemer's s£^|ce. — - — 
Mo^t gracious Father, if I thought I was under 
thy displeasure, I should be ready to hum^je my-, 
self before thee in sackcloth and ashes, to implore 
thy pardon, and deprecate thy wr^th. But, Q 
JLord, thou dost not present thyself to my mind^ 
armed with indignation, dreadful in judgment^ 
penning to take vengeance upon me. No, mo%| 
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gracious God, I feel thy fatherfy goodness as a. 
child encouraged by the tenderest of parents* 
What a happiness it is thus to be sensible of thy 
Divine favour ! While I rejoice in thy goodness, 
let me, however, never forget my weakness and in- 
firmities. Let m^ never forget that I owe all the 
comfort I enjoy to thy indulgence, not to my own 
merit. I know and feel that I am at best but au 
unprofitable servant. Most gracious Father, with 
a thankful heart I bless and praise thy hoiy name 
for all the mercies of the week past, O why 
6hould I ever be afraid that any trouble will be 
too much for me ! every one that approaches me 
has ila commission : when it has done its appointed 
work, it will be called away. 

O most gracious Father, I render thee humble 
thanks for the hope I now have, that the children 
of the poor, who* are under my care, will return 
to their duty. I most humbly beseech thee to in* 
cline my heart still to their improvement, notwith- 
standing all the discouragements I meet with, and 
Xq strengthen me to do whatever may be needful, 

O merciful God, I presume to pray to thee ia 
behalf pf the nation to which I belong. Be pleased 
in thy great goodness to avert the impending judg* 
{nents. O deliver us, great God of Hosts, from 
the evils of war, and save us from the miseries of 
famine. From the dreadful effects of sedition, 
conspiracy, and rebellion, good 'Lord deliver us! 
Most gracious and merciful Father, Lord God 
Almi^ty, I presume to offer up to thy divine 
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^ajesty, the buyable tribute of prai$e and thanks- 
giving for all thy goodness and mercies bestowed 
jupon me, from the first moment of my existence 
to the present time. O Lord, by thy goodness 
and power I was brought out of nothing, or I 
should never have been ; . by thy goodness and 
power I have been sustained, or I should long ere 
now have ceased to be. O most gracious Father, 
I am truly sensible of thine abundant mercy and 
goodness towards me, and I thank thee with my 
whole heart. I am also sensible that I am unde- 
serving of the least of all thy mercies ; that I am a 
sinner, and have no title to everlasting life but 
through the merits of my blessed Redeemer. My 
soul praises thee, O gracious Father, for thine infi- 
nite love and compassion in sending thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to bring salvation to lost man-' 
kind, and I most humbly beseech thee to pardon 
whatsoever I have done amiss, for my dear Re- 
deemer's sake. 1 beseech thee of thy great good- 
pess to continue to me that peace which passeth all 
understanding ; and to afford me the aid of thy 
Holy Spirit, to enable me to serve thee better for 
the time to come. Lord, I pray thee to prosper my 
endeavours for the good of my poor neighbours. 

I thank thee for the hopes which thou hast been 
pleased to afford me, that the children under my care 
will receive benefit from my instructions; and I pray 
thee to give to them and me that assistance which 
is wanted for their instruction, that I may be ready 
und able to teach, and they as willing to hear* 
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Give thy heavenly grace to every one of my fa- 
mily, that we may perform our duty in our re- 
fipective relations, and please thee^ our God and 
Father. O Lord, I beseech thee to have com- 
passion upon the whole nation to which I belong ; 
save the king, and preserve the people from the 
delusions of seditious and evil-minded men, and 
give us victory over our enemies, both open and 
secret. O Lord, raise up, I pray thee, thy great 
power, and come among us, and with great might 
succour us. O s^ve thy Church, preserve to us 
our holy religion, and let not Satan prevail against 
us. Vouchsafe to incline the hearts of all who 
have ability to relieve the distresses of the indi- 
gent, and enable them to do it with judgment and 
efficacy, so as to benefit the souls and bodies of the 
objects of their bounty and compassion. O Father 
of mercies, receive these my imperfect petitions for 
Jesus Christ's sake* Amen, 
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In the letters from Mrs. Den ward to Mrs. Trim* 
mer, fi'cquent mention is made of her nephew, 

Mr. G , upon account of whose health she tra- 

yelled into Wales. About the year 1795, he depart- 
ed this life, leaving behind him one only son, heir 
to a very considerable property. This child was of 
a most angelic turn of mind, and great sensibility, 
and equally the comfort of his mother, and of his 
venerable aunt, Mrs. Denward. The latter, 
though much attached to her old habitation in 
Kent, left it, in order to pass a few months with 
Mrs. G- near Liverpool. Friendship and 

kindness, she thought, demanded this of her; but 
the desire of being near the little boy, who was 
at school in that neighbourhood, had likewise its 
weight in the determination. About a week after 
her arrival, she purchased a poney for the child, 
from an idea that his health, which was delicate, 
would be benefited by the exercise of riding. 
The day after the purchase was made, the horse 
was sent to the school, which was about a mile 
from the place where his friends resided, that he 
might pay them a little visit Scarcely liai he 
mounted his horse, and set off, before the aniiiqial 
took fright, from some cause or other, ran awaST 
with him, threw him off, and dragged him by th^ 
stiraip a mangled corpse. 

liis mother and Mrs. Denward, who were anxi- 
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pusly expecting, his arrival, anticipating in idea the. 
delight they should have in witnessing his plea- 
^ur^ had the inexpressible grief of hearing of the 
dreadful accident that had happened ; and; instead 
of receiving their little darling, were told that h& 
was stretched out lifeless on the table of an ina^ 
till the coroner, who was forty miles distant, 
should arrive. 

The widowed parent, now deprived of the only 
tie which bound her to life, was almost inconsola- 
ble. Mrs. Denward, though upon every occasion 
patient and resigned to the will of the Almighty, 
was scarcely less shocked, and frequently and pa-« 
thetically exclaimed — " O fatal, fatal present! 
cruel friendship ! why did J leave my home, and 
come here to occasion the death of our much loved 
infant !" In this distress she desired her attendantsi 
to write to Mrs. Trimmer, relate their anguish^ 
and beg that she would sead them some words of 
consolation. It was in compliance with this re«r 
qu^st, thfit the following letter w^$ written. 



TO MRS, DENWARD. 

Brenfford, October 8^ 1795. 

I 

My dear Madam, \ 

Both myself and family do most sincerely 
sympathise with you and the distressed parent, in 
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your affliction, which is doubtless very great, and 
so sudden a shock cannot but be severely felt.' 
Indeed it is necessai'y at first to give way to the 
feelings of nature ; they cannot be resisted in the 
beginning without such effects as may be hurtful 
to the constitution ; nor does God require of uSs. 
to be insensible to the evils we meet with. But I 
need not say to youj I am sure, that it is not for 
Christians " to sorrotv like those without hope.'^ 
After we have wept for the dead, we must seek 
comfort for ourselves ; and those that seek will 
surely find. I have reason to say so, for t have 
experienced Divine consolation under some of the 
greatest trials humanity is exposed to — the loss 
of a most dear husband by a stroke of Providence, 
as instantaneous as that which put an end to the 
mortal existence of your beloved child; which 
fnisfortune fell upon me before I had overcome 
the death of a most promising arid amiable son". 
But I resigned my soul to the Divine will, not 
doubting but that all things are ordered for tlie 
best by unerring wisdom. I prayed earnestly and 
frequently for Divine aid, and it was graciously and 
abundantly granted me. 1 do riotdoubt, my dear 
Madam, but that you and your afflicted friend fly 
to thc^ame source, and I am persuaded you will 
soon be strengthened to sustain the burden of yuur 
griefs, and to rejoice in the midst of affliction; — 
and is there not in reality cause to rejoice even 
ilow^ for the dea?' deceased at least ? Only cohsi- . 
der the wonderful difference betwixt the world he 
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has lefty ftnd that to which be is removed. Tliink 
o£ the difference betwixt a life of certain cares^ and 
probable sickness and sorrow, and a life of ever- 
blooming youth and endless felicity ! You know,* 
my dear Madam, that death is not annihilation. — 
No, it is the gate of immortality — the Jordan 
which must be passed before any mortal can 
arrive at the heavenly Canaan ; before any child 
of God can be put in possession of his eternal 
inheritance; before he can obtain the crown of 
glory ; before he can be admitted to the presence 
of his God and Saviour. Endeavour then, I 
earnestly entreat you, to banish from your mind 
the^ melancholy idea of a mangled corpse, waiting 
the arrival of the coroner ; and cherish in its room 
the delightful idea of an innocent soul springing 
from its tabernacle of earth, and conducted by 
angels to the mansions of bliss. When the corpse 
lay in the state above-mentioned, it no longer con- 
stituted a part of your dear child, and even the 
body itself was past all sense of pain. Why then 
thould it be an object of lamentation ? But it may 
be said, that an instant before the dear child was 
living, and hastening with delight to those friends 
who he knew would welcome him with joy, Veiy 
true ; but was he not an instant after delivered from 
mortality, and hastening, as we may reasonably 
suppose, with delight unspeakable, to the presence 
of his heavenly Father, whose arras of everlasting 
mercy were open to receive him ? But his poor 
afflicted mother is deprived of her. greatest earthly 
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comfort. -^She may then look up ^th the con^ 
dence of hope to the God of Heaven for conjfor^ 
far beyond any that mortals can bestow. She ex* 
'pected, from bis promising virtubs, that lie would 
be the stay of her age^ the solace of her widow-* 
hood. — But are not there promises in Scripture, 
that to all whom God sees fit to afflict, he will be 
himself the sure friend. Depend upon it, the 
widow who trusts in God will never be forsakem 
This darling child might have laid such hold of 
her affection, as to have taken her thoughts from 
heavenly things. A great temptation is certainly 
taken away by his death. She may now safely in* 
dulge the hope of being happy with him— happy 
for eternal ages. A few short years of human life 
will soon pass away* All beyond the grave is 
bright and inviting to those who love God ; to 
those ^yho love Christ, and wish for his appearing. 
I beg your pardon, my dear Madam, for thus oIh 
truding my advice upon you, who think so justly 
and so piously upon all occasions ; but the best of 
Christians are apt to faint when sudden afflictions 
come upon them ; and it is the office of friendship 
to soothe them. 1 wish you could be prevailed 
upon to come to us. We could not think it any 
trouble to contribute all in our power to your con- 
solation. I liope you will excuse the liberty I have 
taken of requesting a friend of mine to visit yott 
in your present abode, in order to enforce my re- 
quest. Her name is . She is, I believe, 

going to Liverpool this week. You will fkid hear 



ii chiurming woman ; her mind replete with pietf 
and good sense ; she has been tried iii the furnace 
of affliction, and has conducted herself in the niost 
exemplary manner in some of the mo^t criticaLl 
situations. I am sure you would be delighted 
with her if ybu knew her riitues. I hope I was 

hot too late in my applicaltion to Mrs. H ^ for 

it would give me particular satisfactioil to h<ifar of 
you and Mrs. G*— **- from somebody who had seen 
and conversed with ydu. 

B^heve me^ dear Madam; 
Your obliged vand affectionate friend. 



S.T. 



During Mrs. Denward's residence in the neigh* 
bourhood of liverpooly she was led by her natural 
benevolence, and the desire to turh her mind fr#m 
her recent misfortune^ to enquire after sbnle Cha- 
liiable institutions in that place. The account of 
the Blue Coat Hospital obtained her notice, and 
interested her much ; in consequence of which, she 
received the following letter tfnd narratire, which 
she communicated to Mrs.' Trimfner, whose ii^ten-^ 
tion it was to have published them in her CEconomy 
of Charity, but the papers were unfortunately mis« 
laidj and her design frMstrated* This she regretted 
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rety much, m she thought it ft duty tp society to 

iet the Hgki ofsitch gMd work» shmt before men, 
that the example nuigbt be extensiyely usefoL 

TO MBS. DENWARD. 

Madaoo^ 

The bertetolent atteiktioi^ yoa faaTe been 
pleased to give to the childrea of the poor cdu^ 
cated in this place by public charity, has induced 
me (though a stranger) to take the liberty to 
request th^ ft-vour of your acc^ptanqe of the en- 
closed manuscript. It was transmitted to me some 
time smce by the present Mr. Blundell, of Liver- 
pool, and contains a pleasing narrative of the rise 
and progress of a very flourishing Institution in 
that place, founded and brought to perfection by 
the perseverance and unremitted assiduities of his 
worthy &theF. It ia related with so mjuch unaf- 
&GteA smpltcityA. and bceatbea smch an amiable 
nfhit oi b&ikyQ\ffmty that I am persuaded thq 
perusal wi\l be grateful to the feetmgs of a mind 
mioMifi^ mtki^e teodi^rost se&sibility.. 

Mfi^ Bluindell waa bred. to the sea, and was an 
<»rnaaieDt to the profession* The traces of a su- 
perinteAding Pcovidence, in the course of his sue* 
eessfuV labours^ a^ evidently manifeslL from a pe^ 
f usal of the narrstiva :. A£ter some year^^f foitu^v 
•aate lodustry, he vras enabled to relinquish his 
•oaplqyment upon the vraters, and he devoted the 



i'esidue of his days, and a large tjortioii of hjs for- 
tune, to the accomplishment of an undertaking of 
the most extensive utility. Such a singular and 
cxtraordinai^y instance of bettevolende, attended 
in every successive stage with many Providential 
circumstances, cannot be loo generally circulated, 
as it may have a tendency to excite in others an 
emulating spirit of beneficence to such useful In- 
stitutions. This, Madam, was the motive which 
induced the present Mr. Blundell to suffer the en- 
closed manuscript to go abroad from the closet of 
his deceased fathef, and not a vaiii ostentation of 
publishing his beneficence* 

Whilst the gay and ^he volatile are dissipating 
their fortunes iri trifling amusements, which fade 
with the fleeting moment, the patrons of thosei 
useful Institutions for cloathing and educating the 
children of the poor, will enjoy that calm and 
heart-felt satisfaction which the world can neither 
give or take away. 

I remain, 
Madam, 
With every respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Thomas Hivj^MRWEi^h, Jun. 

Scarlorot{gh, 
Septembery 1788. 
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A Narrative of the Rise and Progress of tti€ 
Charity School, or Blue Coat Hospital^ in 
Liverpool^ made by Mr. Bryan Blundeli-, 
Treasurer y from the iTear 1709, to near the 
Time of his Death in i755. He relates haw 
wondetfutly the good Providence of God has 
done for this Schoot since its Instittition in the 
Year l7og, 

Mr. Robert Stithe, one of the Rectors at that 
time, and myself, were very intimate. I was 
then master of a ship in the foreign trade. Wd 
aigreed to dse crut best endeavours to found a 
Charity-school, and applied <o the Mayor, and 
some of the most respectable itihabitants, whb 
joined in the business, and subscribed some twen- 
ty, some thirty, and some forty shillings a-year, 
to the atoount of sixty or seventy pounds per 
ani^m. . We then built a little school-house, which 
eost thirty-five pounds, and appointed a master, 
at twenty pounds per annum, which was paid out 
of the money collected at the sacraments, and took 
nfty poor children iato the said school, cloathed 
and gave them learmng. Mr. Robert Stithe was 
tnen made Treasurer ; and I went to sea on my 
employment, telling Mr. Stithe that I hoped to be 
giving him something every voys^e for the sc|M)ok 
In 1718 Mr. Stithe died; from 170^ to tli^ 
time of his death I had given him two hundred and 
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fifty pounds on my several voyages; two hundred 
pounds of which he had put out to interest Whea 
1 came home, and found he was dead, it gave me 
much concern for the school, as Mr. Richmond, 
the other Reotor, was much indisposed at times^ 
and not able to undertake such a charge. I there^ 
fore determined to leave off the sea, and under- 
take the care of the school, and was chosen, trea^ 
surer in 1714; at which time there was two. hun- 
dred pounds at iaterest, which was all the stock 
the school had. In a little time I saw some of th(& 
children begging about tbe streets ; their parents 
being so poor as not to have bread for them, which 
gave me great concern, insomuch that I thought 
to use my best endeavours to make provision for 
them, so as to take them wholly from their parents, 
which I hoped might be promoted by a subscrip- 
tion. I therefore got an instrument drawn out for 
that purpose on parchment, went about with it to 
most persons of ability, and many subscribed hand* 
Bomely. On the strength pf which I went to vrork, 
and got the present Charity*school buil^ which 
has cost between two an4 three thousand pounds, 
and was finished in 1718; at which time I gave, 
for the encouragement of the charity, seven hun- 
dred and fifty pounds, being a tenth part of what 
it pleased God to bless me with, and did then pur-* 
pose to continue to give the same proportion of 
whatever he should indulge me with in the time to 
come, for the benefit and encouragement of tne 
§^id charity. So gre^t has been the mercy and 



providence of God in prospering me in businipsgi 
that I have mad? up the seven hundred and fiftj 
to two thousand pounds, which I have paid to the 
use of the school ; and my children (six in number, 
the youngest of them now neiar thirty years of age) 
are so far from wanting or being worse for what I 
have given to tlie school, that they are all benefac- 
tors to it ; some of them more than one hundred 
pounds at a time. J may truly say, whilst I Itave 
been doing for the children of this school, the 
good providence of God bath been doing for mine, 
so that X hope they will be benefactors tp this cha- 
rity when I am in my grave. In 1/26, ten more 
children were taken into the school. In 1735, th^ 
sixty children were taken to lodge and diet wholly 
from their parents. In 1742, ten more children 
were admitted, which made our number seventy. 
Jn 1744, Mr. Foster CuqlifFe gave one thousand 
pounds for the use of the school, which was put 
put to interest to the Corporation at 5 per cpnt 
Our stock by gopd Providence encreasing, and 
being very desirous of seeing one hundred children 
jn the place before I died, I got a second instrument 
drawn on parchment in 1747, and solicited sub- 
scriptions to isnable us to take in thirty children 
more. Accordingly t\yp thousand pounds was 
subscribed, upon \yhich we determined to trust 
the good proyideqce of God, which hath ali^ays 
made up our deficiencies ; and in 1 748, we took \n 
thirty children more, so that there now are seventy 
boys and thirty girls^n all onp hundrgd — a sight 

6 
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I much alid earnestly desimd icxsee be&fe r died« 
The cfaiu-ge ts now sevtsa hundred pbuitda petf 
annum, towards which we have^ .by tha blesding 
af God) attained to a stock or ki^dite t»f four hun^ 
dred pounds a^year^ - the other three hundred 
))ound6 comes in by gifts sindiegacies,v so that we 
hare neter yet w^ilted at the« year % tnd^ btit alwa^w 
continue encreasing a Itokui ' Tdiave^no^ beeA 
treasurer thirty-seven yeal*s>i in :whieh limo' more 
than four hundred children have been put out ap« 
prentices^ mostly to sea/ in wliich business tiiany 
a( thesm lare masters, and some males 6i ^^h; 
several of them have become benelkkors ti> t&e 
school, and useful members of society. ' 

We take the children into* (^ '^diool at ^igUt 
years of age, and put them apprendco at fd^r tden, 
and give forty shilling apprentice fee with eaeli. 
The method observed with the children in thi 
school IS as follows, vis. one half 6f[ 'the day the 
b^s are employed in picking oaktttn by whic^ 
they earn fifty pounds a-year; the girls are em- 
ployed in spinning cotton, and earn about twenty 
pounds per annum ; in all about seventy per an- 
num towards their maintenance : the other half of 
their time is appliied to their instruction 1 ti reading, 
writing, and common arithmetic. • - 

It is so useful a charity, that I hav^ fiequently 
wished to see as many charity-schools as we have 
churches in town, which are four, and J yet hope 
the good providence of God may bring it to pasa 
in the next generation* 



Soon after the school was built in 1720, we apt 
plied to get a charter, bat it was not granted, the 
^cbool not being npon a Royal foundation. 

In August, 178^, we obtained a decree in chan? 
eery, l>y which the scbpoi is vpsf:ed in fifty trustees^ 
any twelve of ^vh]ch ipake a committee, who meet 
guart^^riy at the 3chool> to admit the children, and 
flo other necessary business. 

So far Mr. Bryan B^ntjeU'^ narrative, 

Mr. Treasurer Bryan Blundell died in the year 
1755, 4nd bi$ ^on Richard Blundelli Esq. was 
appointed Treasurer in his room. 

1759, twenty mpre children wepe adp^itted, 
.which made the nutaber ISO. 

1 7^0, Mr. Richard Blundell diedi and his bro* 
ther Jonathan Blundell, Esq. was made Trea* 
purer. 

I763j eighty more children %vere admitted; 
made th^ number jSQQ ;— 1 50 boys and 50 girls. 

1770, twenty njQi!e boys admitted; made the 
pumber 220. 

1779, twenty moFe boys admitted; made the 
number 240. 

1781, ten more boys admitted ; made the nuun? 
bcr250. 

1783, ten more bpyi; admitted ; made the nun> 
ber 260 ; — 210 boys and 50 girls. 

The children are wholly taken from their pa^ 
pf)fS| and subsisted hj the charity. 
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yEAR 1796. 



Jan. 1. It has pleased God in his infinite goodr 
fiess and ipercy to bring nie to the beginning of a 
new year, and I desire to begin it with praise and 
thanksgiving, my heart at this moment glows with 
gratitude unfeigned, but that my thanksgiving may 
be the more fervent, let me meditate on the mer- 
cies which I have received in the course of the last 
year. O what an impracticable task would it b^ 
to attempt to call to remembrance the ten thour 
^andth part of them ! they have been more numcr 
jrous than the moments which measured time ; nay, 
every moment has had, with respect to myself, 
numberless blessings attached to it ; and I reckon 
myself besides a sharer in those bestowed upon 
piy family ; nay, by divine contemplation, I have 
inade myself in some degree a sharer w ith those 
dear friends who I trust are now in the enjoyment 
pi heavenly blessings, and 1 l^ve been a sharer 
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a!so with such of my fellow-mortals to whom it 
has pleased the Almighty to make me the instru- 
ment of good. Some cares and anxieties I have 
undoubtedly experienced, but they have been 
made to produce to me the blessed ' fruits of that 
peace which passeth all understanding. Every 
eircumstance which occasioned me uneasiness^ 
now it is passed and gone, appears to me in the 
light of a blessing : the Lord has ^ chastened and 
corrected me, but he has not given me over unta 
death- O Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
with a truly thankful heart I acknowledge thy 
gi'eat goodness to me in the course of the last year, 
and I bless and praise thy holy name for all thy 
mercies bestowed upon me and my dear family. 
Thou hast been truly gracious to us ; thou bast 
truly been to us the father of the fatherless, and 
the husband of the widow ! bow can I express my 
gratitude for thine unbounded, thine unmerited 
goodness. O mo^ gracious Father, I acknow* 
ledge thee to be the greatest and the best of be- 
ings ; I honour, I adc»:e, I worship thee, as my 
Creator, my Governor, my God ! and I love thee 
as my Almighty Father, my most bountiful Bene- 
factor ! may thy goodness ever be extended to m^ 
for without it I cannot exist a moment I know^ 
O Lord, that all I am and have comes from thee, 
and still depends upon thee. I humbly commit 
to thy fatherly care and protection myself and my 
whole family ; be pleased to give us in the year 
which is now begun, whatever thou seest best for 



lis, and in thy great goodness preserve us from all 
our enemies both spiritual arid temporal. O most 
gracious Father, continue to look with kindness 
on every one of my dear children ; let them not 
^el the want of that dear parent whom thou didst 
Bee fit to remove from this mortal state, and grant 
that I, their widowed mother, may in all things 
do my duty towards them. Vouchsafe to main- 
tain that brotherly love M-hich happily subsists 
among my children, and incline every one of them 
to help the others as occasions may require. O 
Ijord God, I pray to tliee also for those who are 
become as children to me by marrying my chiU 
dren : may they discharge their duty, and share 
thy favour ; and I pray likewise for their tender 
offspring. Be pleased to keep all these dear babes' 
under thy protection, and so\y in their infant minds 
the seeds of goodness. Lord, they have been de- 
voted to thee in holy baptism. O keep them as 
jthy adopted children within the fold of Christ s 
flock, and give them grace that they may as their 
reason expands, be ready to receive that instruc-r 
tiQn which I trust their parents will give them. 

O most gracious Father, I once more most so* 
Jeinnly devote myself to thy service. I once more 
resolve to lead a holy and relij2;ious life, making 
Jhy commandments the rule of my actions. I re* 
3olve to do !ny duty in every relation of life with a 
regard to thy favour ; and to keep ray heavenly 
inheritance ponlinnally in view ; but, alas, how 
yvca)^ are mv respives ! whether I shall be able:tu 
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keep them or not depends entirely on thy grace, 
% know that I am a popr weak erring mortal, but 
»s thou hast been pleased to put uito my mind 
good desires^ I humbly trust jthou wilt bring the 
;6ame to gpod effect. J earpestly beseech thee to 
grant me, fresh and large supplies of divine 
grace. 

Adorable Soiyiour, Son of Godj with the re- 
turning year I desire to reniBw my homage to thee I 
J acknowledge thee to be my Lord and my God, 
^nd I look for salyation through thee, and thee 
alone, I ^regard thee as iny divine M.asjer, and I 
will striye to do as thou ha^t cpmmanded, and to 
follow thy bless^ ^xa^ple ; bMt this I capnot do 
of myself. O help m^ by thy grace. O divioa 
and ete^-qal Spirit, who proceedest from the Father 
and the Son, I acknowledge thee as theSanctifier 
,and the Comforter, and I yield my mind to thy 
beavej[)ly guidance. Youphsafe to purify and 
sanctify rpy heart, ^nd to fjU it with heavenly de- 
sires ! 

To the adorable Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, bejascril^ed all hpnour and glory, world 
without end ! Ameq. 

Jan. 9. O wh^t a wonderful Being is God! 
and how his perfections rise in pstimatipn as we 
examine his works ! how wpnderful is his gopd? 
ness, how inftnite his wis4om, how unl)ovinded 
his power ! how incomprehensible the divine na- 
ture of the triuj^e Qod! what a blessed privilege 
it is to be allowed to look up to the sijpfcme Be-j 
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{ffg as a Father ; to contemplate the Son of Gody 
as tlie kindest of friends : if such be the bliss o£ 
sinful mortals, what must be the enjoyment of an^ 
gels ? 1 look forward with hope of knowing by 
happy experience what this bliss is ; I am truly 
desirous of heavenly bliss, and I trust I shall here* 
after enjoy it^ I will adore the God who bestows 
these hopes, and who alone can realize Ihem. 

O most gracious Father, I render thee humble 
thanks for the peace of mind thou hast been pleased 
in thy great goodness to vouchsafe me, and I most 
earnestly implore a continuance of it. I pray 
thee bestow thy blessing upon all my dear cbil^ 
dren, and teach them by thy good spirit to bear all 
the trials and disappointments of this mortal life 
with patience and serenity. Teach them to mode^ 
rate their desires after worldly things, and keep 
them back from whatever may take off their at* 
tention from the one thing needful. O Lord, I 
most humbly beseech thee to extend thy blessing 
to all my dear grandchildren, and grant that a^ 
they grow in years they may grow in grace. 

Jan. 17« On this day I CM^tered into the ^6th 
year of my age ; what a length of time does it apr 
pear to look forward to^ and how short when it is 
passed ! How few of my fellow-mortals attain ta 
the years of my life ; how many thousands that 
were born since I was, have ere this mouldered. 
to dust again ! in the course of these years I hava 
experienced numberless mercies, and I h|ivt. 
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knovrti the different vicissif ude$ of beatth and sidk-^ 
nessy of afflietion and joy. 

With respect to my constitution, though I am 
subject to many little disorders, which at times 
tnake me feel uncomfortable, I have ktiown but 
very little of the pains of acute dilseases, and upon 
the whole have cause to be thankful for good 
health ; and whenever it* has pleased God to af- 
flict me with sickness, I have had every means of 
/iK^f, and every comfort I could possibly desire ; 
and God has graciously endued me with patience 
and resignation, land sanctified my sickness to my 
soul's good. Indeed, I have been but very sel- 
dom confined to a sick*bed, but when I encreased 
my family ; and under the pains of child-birth I 
Was always supported by divine goodness^ and re- 
warded by being made a joyful mother of a 
hopeful child. Twelve times Imis this mercy 
been bestowed upon me, and twelve times have I 
icceived ttie kind congratulations of the tenderesfr 
6f Inisbands on the addition of what he always re- 
garded in the light of a blessing. The pains of 
child-birth hstve been moreover amply rewarded 
by the delight which I experien^d in seeing my 
dear family grow up in the nurture of the Lord, 
and, as I humbly trust, ia favour with God and 
mart. With regard to those evils which affect the 
Aihid, I certainly have known seme very heavy 
ones: the loss of dear and kind relations, parttcu- 
fariy of three children, and of a husband eucha^ 
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falls to tbe lot but of few avoids ; but under each 
of these afflictions I was supported by the good- 
ness of God ; bis tender naercies were displayed 
towards me/ and I was enabled to rejoice in his 
loving- kindness in the depth of woe : other affile* 
tions I have sustained m consequence of tbe cares 
and disappointments incident to human ajfTairs ; 
these I have greatly added to by my apprehen- 
sions : just as the dreaded evil was expected to 
arrive, it was either averted, or by the goodness 
of God turned into ik blessing* 

Such has been the general course of my pilgri' 
mi^e during the period of more than half a cen- 
tury ; what ample cause then have I to be thank- 
ful ! I cannot expect to live so many inore years, 
Dor does it appear to me desirable to live half tl^ 
number, for I fear infirmities will come upon me 
long before that time, which will render nf>y life 
then but labour and sorrow : however, I will be 
careful to live well, during the remainder of my 
days, be the allotment of them few or nutny« I 
will not think of fixing my tabernacle upon earth, 
but will look forward to my heavenly inheritance. 
How can I effectually secure this ? only by faith, 
obedience, and repentance. My faitn I trust is 
firm and lively, but my obedience must have been 
very defective. . 

• O most gracious Father, with a full sense of my 
own transgressions, a liearty sorrow for sin, and 
ah unfeigned repentance, I presume to implore 
thy forgiveness for Jesus Christ's sake, I beseech 
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thee to pardon mc, and grant me the assistance c?^ 
thy ttoly Spirit, to enable me to do my, duty for 
the time to come. O Lord, I pray thee to enable 
me to govern my thoughts and desires; that I may 
not entertain any that are coritrai^y to thy holy will 
and commandments* I pray thee most earnestly 
to keep me back from sin/ and to lead me in the 
way of righteousness. O heavenly Father, Lord 
God Almighty, I fear tOr offend thee j I love, I 
reverence, I adore thee; I worship thee; I ho- 
nour thee with my whole- heart. O divine Son of 
God, my blessed Saviour and Redeemer, I desire 
to approve myself thy true and faithful disciple. 
Lord,^ I pray thee, grant hie grace to be what one 
professing thy holy religion ought to be, in all 
goodness and charity. Enable mc to keep my 
hopes and affections fixed upon heavenly thiiigs.* 
O divine Spirit, vouchsafe once more to purify 
my heart from the pollution it has contracted : r&. 
new me unto righteousness and purity. Adorable 
Trinity, I beseech thee to receive my prayers, and 
grant that as 1 have entered upon another year 
of my mortal existence, I may begin and finbh 
it agreeably to thy divine will and command- 
ments^ 

O most gracious God, I humbly and heartily 
thank thee for the numberless blessinirs and mer- 
cies which thou hast bestowed upon m© from my 
birth to the present hour^ and I beseech thee to 
extend thy favour to rae not only for the remain- 
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of eternity. • — — • — — — — — 

Jan. 30. By the death of niy deatr sister-iri* • 
law I am placed in a new situation : I have a new 
character to support^ that of a faithful executrix* 
There is not indeed much for toe to do; biit I will 
Strive to do that little well. In the first place, I 
resolve to be very scrupulously true to the oath I 
am to take. I will also make a point of doing ho- 
nour to the deceased, and I will act to the best of 
my power towards all with whom I shall be con- 
cerned in the management of these affairs, as I 
think she would have directed her executrix to 
act. I will also have a regard to the honour of 
my dear husband, whose representative I am in 
this business, by acting as I think he would have 
done ; hitherto I have proceeded upon these prin- 
ciples ; I have as yet nothing to reproach myself 
with in this matter. — — — — — -. — 

One more resolution I make in respect to my 
executorship, that I will not contend for my right 
beyond the bounds of equity : I \nll sooner sub- 
mit to a loss than disappoint the reasonable ex- 
pectations of a number of persons. Having made 
these fesolntions with a sincere intention of abid- 
ing by them, I will now address my heavenly Fa- 
ther, and pray for grace to fulfil them, — — 

Feb. 7. Most gracious and merciful God, my 
tou II. T 
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heart is open to thine all-seeing eye, O that it 
were fit for the inspection of an all- perfect Being ! 
but at the infinite distance which I am from thee, 
the Author of all perfdption, this cannot be, after 
it has been defiled as it often and repeatedly ha5 
beeti by sin ! O my God, I do most truly abhor 
sin, and grieve that I have committed it ; but I 
can never make my self any other than a sinner; 
yet I will not grieve and afflict myself beyond mea- 
PHjre; I will comfort myself by the divine pro- 
mises ; I will flee to the cross of Christ ; though T 
have no merits of my own to plead, I have through 
thine infinite mercy an interest in those of the Re* 
deemer of the World, who died for me and all 
mankind. O Lord *God Almighty, I pray thee 
for Christ's sake to pardon all my sins, and give 
me a comfortable sense of thy divine favour. 
Most gracious God, it is my fervent desire to 
please and obey tliee, and my serious intention to 
endeavour to do so; may thy good Spirit help my 
infirmities! — — —.*——. — .~ 

^^^^^ «^i«MW VHlMV* ^K^m^m U^t^t0 ^B^M^ MaritoiHB ^hh»« flBWtft W^^m^ 

The hour is just arrived for my instructing my 
servants; that duty must not be omitted. The 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving must be de- 
ferred, for my heavenly Father prefers mercy to 
sacrifice. — — — — — — — — 

9 

Most gracious and merciful Father, great, God 
Almiglity, 1 desire to close this holy day with sup- 
plication and thanksgiving. O my God, I hold 
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4hy cdmmaiMlmeots in the highest reverence ; 1 
wiish to make tberp the rule of iny nctions ; I do 
tiot desire to see abolished one iota or tittle pf 
them, i honour jthee with the highest veneration 
iny weak nature is capable of. It is to me a great 
grief that I should ever do any thing contrary t^ 
thy holy ^ill ; and I look forward with hope to the 
improvement of my nature; to the deliverancfs 
from the infirmities of the flegh, when I may ren- 
der thee better service ; the service of angels.-^ 
And may I aspire to such excellence? yes, poor 
^eak sinful mcHtal as J am, I may aspire to this ! 
how ti'ansporting to the soul is this hope ! O Lord, 
witli my whole heart I tUanJc thee forall thy good- 
fiess bestowed upon me without the least merit ori 

my p^rt. 

O Lord, I value beyond all that this world can 
give, the inheritance which is prepared for thy 
faithful servants. O Lord, I pray thee, keep me 
iby thy Holy Spirit in the way of righteousness, 
that I may not be deprived of the high prize of my 
calling : rather let me be deprived of every world- 
ly possession ; rather let me live a life of indigence 
in this world, than forfeit heavenly riches ! if it b^ 
the will of my heavenly Father to give me an in- 
crease of the things of this world, may he give m^ 
•moderation therewith : let me not set my h^art 
upon them should they be bestowed ! 

O Lord, I grieve tiiat any thing should draw 
my attention so powerfully to worldly concerns ; 
but in my widawed state, I. am qalled upon to act 

T 2 
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a parent's part in a way which would not be ne-* 
cessary had I a husband : yet I must not be over 
anxious : I am unable to judge for myself what » 
the right path to pursue ; tliis only I know, that I 
must not turn either to the right or the left from thy 
commandments. O most gracious God, it is my 
earnest desire in the midst of perplej^ing thoughts 
to do my duty, and to secure my eternal inheri- 
tance, let what will be sacrificed in this world. O 
Lord, I pray thee to regulate both my thoughts 
and my actions, that I may neither thinks nor do, 
nor say any thing, that shall displease thee. O most 
merciful Father, I thank thee with an unfeisned 
heart for all thy goodness to me and my deai* chil- 
dren ; I offer thee my tribute of gratitude for that 
sweet peace which I at this moment enjoy ; witb 
all humility I confess that I am unworthy of the 
least of all thy favours ; yet I do most firmly be- 
lieve that thou carcst for me^ and that thou dost 
regard me as thy adopted child for the sake of 
Christ Jesus our Lord : instead of being over anxi- 
ous about worldly affairs, I will according to the 
invitation held forth in Holy Writ, cast my care 
upon thee. 1 will do what I think is proper for 
me, but I will endeavour to do it with confidence 
in thy good promises, and resignation to thy will 
O Lord, I hope it is not contrary to my duty to 
desire, with respect to the business in dispute, to 
preserve my good name, but that.shall be a subor- 
dinate consideration ; to gain thy divine approbar 
tion, and the testimony of a good conscience, shall 
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be my first objects. I most earnestly beseech tliee^ 
O Lord, to guide me at all times by thy Holy Spi- 
rit. Every day's experience shews me more and 
more how much I stand in need of it ; with resftect 
to spiritual things, I feel myself a child, an infant ; 
by myself I can do nothing. O lead me by the 
hand ; cast me not off my God and Father ! 
- O Lord, I beseech thee to take me and my dear 
"femily under thy guidance and protection; hide us 
under the shadow of thy wings; plead thou our 
cause, and let no one prevail against us to tlie in- 
jury of our immortal souls: but if it be thy good 
pleasure for the sake of our souls to disappoint our 
expectations with respect to temporal things, en- 
able us to submit as becomes thy adopted chil- 
dren and the disciples of a Redeemer, who as man 
was made perfect by sufferings ; yes, divine Re- 
deemer, great and unequalled were the trials, the 
mortifications, the injuries thou wast called upon 
to sustain ; but never didst thou give way to mur- 
muring or discontent : let me consider how much 
tetter I am off with regard to the accommodations 
of human life, than thou wast, who, during thy 
painful ministry hadst not where to lay thy head. 
O let me not lose sight of thy divine example ; let 
ine not refuse to take up my cross willingly and 
follow thee! divine Saviour, I offer to thee witlx. 
all humility, gratitude, and love, the homage of a 
heart devoted to thee ! O that I could render i% 
worthy of thy favour J 
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March S. Once more am I retired for the pur- 
pose of holy meditation and prayer ; ftty sins J 
lA'ould now call to mind, but the remembrance 6f 
them is fled from me ; I aiii not conscious of any 
wilful deviation from the divine commands, cxt 
^fepting from the infirmities of my nature, these t 
fear I shall never get the better of till I am raised 
above humanity. I have this vji^eek received the 
Sacrament with a 6ick person, and think niy mind 
has been strengthened sipce. I hppe I do npt de- 
ceive myself; I resolve, God*s grace assisting me, 
to strive to do my duty in eyery relation of life; to 
Mean irjy thoughts and affections as much as ppssi7 
ble from the world, and to follow the example of 
pfiy blessed Lord and Master ; and to live as be- 
comp§ a child of God, a member of Christ, and 
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. And now, 
O most gracious God, having made thei^e resolu^ 
tions, I most humbly ^nd earnestly begeech thee, 
of thy great goodness, to grant me the help of thy 
Holy Spirit to enable me to keep them : as the 
first act of duty towards thee, my Creator, my 
Governor, my Benefactor, I pay thee the willing 
homage of a heart truly sensible of thy infinite 
goodness and perfection, and my ovvn littleness 
and unwprthiness, and I most humbly beseech 
thee to pardon all my sin| and transgressions 
against thy commandments. O most merciftil 
God, I know that thy commandments are good, 
and that in keeping of them there isjgreat reward j 
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and thou knowest, great Searcher of hearts, that I 
really love thy law, and delight in thy Avord^ X 
know that I cannot serve Thee and serve Mammon 
also; my choice is made and fixed, thee, O L«rd 
God, will I serve, and thee will I obey. O grant 
me the assistance of thy grace, most holy God, to 
enable me .to subdue all inordinate desires after 
the trifles of this life. I pray and beseech thee to 
defend me and my family against those who would 
^rong and oppress us ; enable us to act towards 
them with uprightness, integrity, and candour, 
and make them to act towards us with justice ; into 
thy hands I commit my cause, the cause of the 
Mudow and the fatherless. O Lord, be thou our 
helper and deliverer. 

O Lord, vouchsafe to prosper my endeavours 
for the instruction of my servant?, and bestow thy 
grace, I beseech thee, on him who has this night 
expressed a resolution to forsake sin, and lead a 
holy life ; may he be firm and unshaken. Lord, 
let me be instrumental to the turning him to righte-? 
ousness, and O, mercifully graqt me grace to fulfil 
my own duty, thf^t while I teach others I may not 
myself be a cast-away. — — — — — 

March 27* O Lord, the disappointments I meeV 
with from tlie worW serve but to make me feel more 
sensibly my dependance upqn thee, 1 have been 
taught to know that all I have comes from thee^ 
and I see thy hand in every blessing that is be-t 
istQwed, an^ thy blessings hs^ve been inaumeraW^, 



How is their value enhanced by the sense of thy 
fatlierly tenderness and compassion ! 

Dear and adorable Saviour, I have this day ap-» 
proached thy holy table ; and O what a feast of 
good things have I found there ! my Lord and nay 
God, niy beloved Mastef, how sensibly did I feel 
thy kindness and compassion to me thy unworthy 
servant; l^hy ppof weak h^mdm^id ! O Lord, I 
cannot express, but thou canst see the unfeigned 
gratitude of my heart towards thee, my Saviour 
and Redeemer! O Lord, than knpwest that I 
love thee. I am very zealous for thine hpnour ; 
and I ifast therp are yet many in the Jand whQ 
wish most earnestly to see due honour paid to 
thee, and thy Gospel preached to the poor in its 
genuine purity^ O that thy blessing may accom- 
pany the endeavours of all who strive to promote 
the knowledge and practice of thy holy religion. I 
have this day commemorated the greatest of all 
blessings to fallen man ; thy resurrection ftom the 
grave, on which alone I build my hopes of ^ re- 
surrection to eternal life and happiness. 

April 3. it is graciously granted me to see the 
end of apother sabbath, and to retire to my clo- 
fict, that I may call my w^ays tQ remembrance £ 
but nothing at present rises up to my confusion ; 
all is peace within ; I know that I am a sinner^ 
but 1 know also that Gkxd ia merciful ; that he sent 
his Son into the world to die for sinners ; I believe 
in the Son of God, I trust in his merits, and my 
$oul rests in divine goodness. O loost grac^qijfii 
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ilnd merciful - God, I am heartily sorry that I 
should in any thing offend thee ; presumptuously 
I would not do it, for I love thy commandments, 
I know that in keeping them there is great reward. 
Q Lord, thou knowest all my infh*mities ! all I 
ask is, that thou, most merciful Father, wilt bcr 
pleased fo^ Jesus Christ's sake to have compassion 
upon me, and order all things for my spiritual in-? 
terest. * 

O Almighty God, I presume to supplicate thee 
|n behalf of this sinful nation. Shower down thy 
grace abundantly, O Lord, most holy, in the 
minds of all ranks of people, and awaken them to 
godliness, O take not thy Holy Spirit from us ! 
pitch thy tabernacle in the midst of us, and may 
iftll people flock to it ! go forth with our fleets and 
armies, and let not a proud and impious enemy 
triumph over us. Spare thy people, good Lord, 
jand bless thine inheritance for Jesus Christ's sake. 

O Almighty Father, eternal and most glorious 
God, with a heart full of awe, veneration, love, 
and gratitude, 1 now presume to address thee. 
JIow unspeakable is the privilege of being permit- 
ted and encouraged to draw near to thee, the foun- 
tain of all perfection ! O most stupendous God, I 
know that the distance betwixt thee and me is in-» 
linite ; thou art the only great and eternal One ; I, 
am an individual among a numerous race of sin** 
|xers ; a signer myself^ and unworthy of the least 
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of all thy mercies. O Lord, when I think of thy 
greatness, thy glory, thy perfections, I aai in my. 
own sight as nothing ; and never could I have pre- 
sumed to call thee Fatiier, had I not been taught 
and encouraged to consider thee in this conde^ 
scending light, by thy own Son, my adorable Sa-r 
vioun O most gracious God, I feel thy loving- 
kindness most sensibly, and my heart conceives 
those thanksgivings which no human words can ex- 
press. My Father ! my heavenly Father ! most 
merciful, most compassionate^ most gracious God ! 
vouchsafe to receive from me the humble tribute 
of a grateful heart, the only tribute I can offer for 
numberless blessings received from the first mo* 
ment of my existence during the revolution of morQ. 
than half a century ! O my God, when 1 contem- 
}tlate thy goodness to myself only, I amjost in won- 
der and admiration ; yet I am but one, among 
myriads, who at this instant are partakers of thy 
bounty. How infinite must that goodness be 
which extends from age to age, and which will be 
constantly exerting itself in boundless space; in 
thousands of worlds to all eternity ! O my Father, 
my Father, God of my life ! when I view with 
attention the smallest of thy works, I see the visi-^ 
ble traces of infinite wisdom and power; how 
astonishing must tlmt power and wisdom be which 
could design and create a universe 1 O my God ! 
tl^ perfection of thy divine attributes is a subject 
too great and high for mortal powers, but it i$ my 
delight to trace thee according to my imppr(ect c^-^ 
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pacity in the works of nature. How beautifully 
hast thou adorned the earth of which I am novi^ 
an inhabitant t O Lord, how wonderful are thy 
wrorks^ the earth is full of thy goodness ; so is the 
great and wide sea also, in which are things creep-* 
ing innumerable both spiall and great When I 
consider the heavens the work of thy bands, the 
moon and the stars which thou hast ordained, I 
say with the Psalmist, Lord, wliat is man, that 
tl)ou art mindful of him, or the son of man that 
thou regardest him ? O my God, milh these senti- 
ments which I have of thee, why do I ever offend 
thee ? O that I could at all times do thy holy will f 
but my nature is frail, I am a poor weak mortal, 
I cannot always stand upright Vouchsafe, I 
most humbly beseech thee, to pardon all my sins, 
for the sake of my blessed Saviour. O Lord and 
heavenly Father, blot out, I implore thee, fi-om 
thy book all my transgressions ! I have, I trust, 
this day been washed anew in the blood of my dear 
Redeemer, and I trust I have in me that spiritual 
life which Christ alone can give; view me not, 
merciful Father, according to my own sinful na- 
ture, but as a member of Christ ; own me as thy 
adopted child ! give m« what I stand in need of in 
this life, but above all the help of thy Holy Spirit; 
and admit me hereafter to thy glorious presence in 
heaven ! O Lord God, my soul hath a longing de- 
sire to behold thy glory in heaven ; to see my Re* 
4eemer's face ; to join the society of angels ! I 
Jong for higher powers, that I may perform thy 
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ynil better, than I can now do it But I will pa^ 
tiently abide till thou shall see fit to call me beoce. 
But Oy while I dwell on earth, vouchsafe to em* 
ploy me as an instrument of thy good Providence 
towards my fellow-creatures. O that I could for 
evQr abstain, from the commission of evil. Most 
gracious Father, |hou know^st the inmost recesses 
of my heart; if there is any way of wickedness in 
j»e, cleanse m^ I beseech thee, by thy Holy Spi- 
riti and lead me in th^ way everlasting. O Lord, 
bow fully have I experienced the truth of thy di^ 
vine promises ; how kindly, how graciously, how 
tenderly hast thpu ordered the ways of thy Provi- 
dence towards me and my children ; even in thy 
chastisements I discern thy loving kindness both to 
tham and me. Praised be thy holy name, not 
only for what thou hast graciously given, but also 
for what thou hast withheld* O Lord, there is 
nothing but goodness in the severest of thy dispen- 
sations towards thy servant : do with me whatso-^ 
ever pleaseth thee, I only pray for the aid of thy 
Holy Spirit to strengthen me to bear whatever thou 
seest fit to inflict O Lord, most holy, I pray 
that I may be able to i^et thee ever before me ! 



I lift up my soul to the abode of angels for an 
inheritance among them. I long for the crown of 
^lory. I earnestly desire to behold my God and 
Saviour ! how wonderful is the goodness and mer-* 
jpy of God ; how far beyond all praise is the Cre^^ 
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ator of the universe ! how my soul honours, loves^ 
and adores the Redeemer of a lost race ! what fo« 
licity it is to have a divine Sanetifier; a Holy 
Ghost to comfort and instruct us ! my soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit has greatly re- 
joiced in my Saviour. Innumerable troubles have 
come upon me, but my sure trust is in the mercies 
of God! 

Dear departed relatives, husband, father, mother, 
children, I hail you ! unknown celestial friends^ an« 
gels of heaven I hail you ! ye multitudes of just 
men made perfect to whom I shall be hereafter, as 
I humbly trust, a blessed associate, I hail you f 
my soul looks up to God ; it relies on the promises 
and the merits of a crucified Redeemer. — -• 

* 

June 12. I once more address myself to God 
from this blest retirement; I esteem the place blest 
because it is here that my soul holds communion 
with God. What a privilege it is to sinful mor- 
tals to hold communion with the most perfect and 
excellent of Beings ! what a privilege to be sensi- 
ble of the love of the great Father of the universe ! 
what a privilege and blessing to receive immedi- 
ately from God through the Saviour of the world, 
that peace which passeth all understanding! while 
I think of this my soul rises above all mortal 
things, it cannot stop its aspirations towards the 
fountain of all good. O let all the angelic host 
lift up their voices in praise to our common Maker! 
O that every being that is blessed with 4he know- 



ledg6 of Ood> may unite in pmising and adotidd 
him ! O Lord, thou only art great, thou only art 
good, thou only art almighty. Glory be to Aee 
on earth and in the heaven of heavens ! 

Aug. 7* O most gracious God ! I have stilt 
many things to care for, but thanks to thy trood^ 
ness and tender mercy, my sod is at this Wes^ 
moment free from care. My children are, as t 
humbly trust, thy children, andthou wilt do what 
is best for them. Thou wilt not leave them ! 
tliou wilt not forsake us, most gracious Father'* 
O merciful God, I humbly commend to thee my 
children and grandchildren wheresoever dis- 
persed. — — • — — ' — — *-, 

Aug. 14. The heat of the weather rendered 
me unfit for writing this afternoon ; but I have 
been reading better things than I could have writ- 
ten ; some part of Bishop Taylor's work on holy 
living and dying, which I hope will furnish me 
with good thoughts, and strengthen my good reso- 
lutions. It is my earnest desire to spend ihy time 
well, and I humbly trust I do not trifle much of it 
away. I am covetous of time, I grudge that which- 
1 am obliged to waste, sometimes from weariness, 
sometimes from the interruption of company. If 
I know ray own heart, my intentions are in gene- 
ral pure, hut perhaps I err more frequently than^ 
J am aware of; I will keep a strict watch over my^ 
self. 

I have this day visited two persons who are 
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CLpparently very near the period of their- dissolu- 
tion. One of them a young woman dying #f a 
consumption, the other an old man naturally of a 
strong constitution. Death is very awful, let it 
come in what shape it will ; but the struggle of 
nature where the constitution is strong, occasions 
dreadful pangs ; however, God is all-sufBcient, and 
none but the dying can know how those pangs are 
lessened by his goodness. Perhaps the body gra* 
dually loses sensation, or the intellect is suspended, 
or where it is continued unspeakable comforts are 
given to the good, and their hopes of futurity 
raised. I will not then fear death ; if I live the 
life of a Christian, Death will lose his sting. I shall 
be the conqueror, through Jesus Christ. 

It is very uncertain whether I shall remain fixed 
in my habitation or not. I should be sorry to 
leave the schools and the poor ; if they were out 
of the question, I think, I should have no objec^ 
tion to removing ; and yet the house in which I 
have lived so many years, and brought up all my 
children has its attmctions, but God only knows 
bow long I may be an inhabitant of this world, 
let me, therefore, think of my tabernacle in the 
heavens! — — — — — — •— 

O most gracious God, how often hast thou 
calmed my troubled soul and hushed, it into peace! 
how often hast thou by thy Holy Spirit raised my 
thoughts from the trifles of this life, to the treasuren 
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ftnd joys of the life to come ! O what a foretas^ 
dost thou afford me of the joys of Heaven in the 
peaceful hours which I pass in this retirement; 
and in the delight and admiration ^ith which I 
view the works of thy bands, and contemplate the" 
wonders of thy love ! pardon^ pardon^ most gra- 
cious God| my sins of infirmity, and strengthen 
me to serve thee better for the time to come ! 

I know that in the virtue of patieuce, I am stUl 
rery deficient. O Lord, thou dost perhaps suffer 
these vexations to fall in my way on purpose to 
exercise my patience, and when that end is an- 
swered, thou wilt remov«3 them, • Thy will, thy 
blessed will, Lord God Almighty be done, for 
that I know is right, and good, and holy. All thy 
commandments are just and right, and in keeping- 
of them there is great rewards 

O keep me, gracio-us Father, in the knowledge' 
and love of thee^ and of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
While 1 live in this world grant me, I beseech theey 
the meanS) the inclination, and tlie opportunity of 
doing good. O may I be to all eternity^ the ivt 
strument of good in thy hands ! take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me, help my intirowties, receive me 
hereafter to glory. All this I ask for Jesus GhristV 
sake. 

Oct 9. I was particularly uneasy last week at- 
tlte iUness of ray dear son, and upon rellccting on 
the perplexing state of our law-suits ; but from 
morning till night I applied closely to my delight- 
lul employment, and found a sure remedy again&t 



care. I have at length brought my work to a con-' 
elusion, but it wants correcting and improving. I 
hope it will please God to assist me by his Holy 
Spirit in completing it in such a manner, that dt 
may prove the humble means of spreading Christi-^ 
anity in the world. — i^- — --• . .^: 

^^^^m * ^^^^m ^^^^* ^^^^m ^^^^^ ^^^^m ^mh^b ^^^^m * ^^^^m ^^^^^ 

O how dreary, how dismal, would have been my 
passage through this world of cares, bad not my 
soul been indulged with the bright though distant 
prospect of the heaivenly Jerusalem. O Almighty 
Father, I am still in the midst of perplexities, but 
I trust in thy good Providence. I am engaged in 
law-suitS) but I desire no furtlier gain by them than 
what is consistent with thy holy commandmentsi. 
Perish the riches that would draw my heart from 
thee my God. Let me lose any thing and every* 
thing, rather than lose thy favour, and forfeit my 
heavenly inheritance ! — — — . — 

How does it grieve my soul to read and hear of 
the encreasing corruption of this nation ! may thy 
grace, O divine Lord, preserve me and my family 
from the contagion of example. Blessed Saviour,^ 
as- far as depends upon me, I am ready to say,: 
with roy whole heart, as Jon me and my kouse^ we 
will serve the Lord! O may thy Grace strengthea 
this resolution, and keep us ever in the way ever- 
lasting ! 
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' Moat gracious God^ the supreme Disposer of 
Sill eventS) I presume to implore thee in behalf of 
this sinful nation. O Lord) withhold thy impend* 
ing judgment, be pleased to turn away the fierce* 
ness ot thine anger. Vouchsafe to sheath the 
sword of war, and give peace to the nations. Let 
not those who are now equally juipious with the 
jleathens of old, tread down thy faithful people* 
Lord, vouchsafe to check tlie progress of infi* 
delity and enthusiasm among us, and let the Gos-^ 
pel be preached in its utmost purity. Grant ta 
our senators wisdom, and bless our good spvereigd 
with national and domestic comforts. O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, for 
Jesus Christ's sake ! 

O what is there in this vain world worth setting 
ones affections upon. Nothir^ for me now, but 
xnydear children, and they may soon be snatched 
away from me, or I from them ; I will not, there* 
£3re, love them as mortals only, but as beings wha 
are to exist with me in a future stat6 ; not as my 
children only, but as fellow citizens of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Considered in this light, I think, I 
can part with my children, as I was enabled to 
part with those who are gone before me, with «• 
signation to the will of God;iQr J can bid thfem 
farewell with the hope that they will follow mc to 
the same blessed place, if it should please God to 
summon me away ; how delightful it is to nbe as a 
Viortal, to consider myself as a citijten of Heaven ! 

what glorious privileges are anncj^ed to tl^ii* title \ 
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an inheritance that fadeth not away 1 a crown of 
glory, the society of Angels 1 admission to the 
presence of God! to dwell with Christ, to fee 
exempt from pain and sorrow. I cannot, I know, 
conceive any thing like what it actually is, but I 
can imagine enough to make me long to enter the 
regions of bliss. I. feel ambitious of joining with 
Saints and Angek ; I have but very feeble powers;, 
but I will stretch them forth ; I will lift up my 
£oul towards tlie bills from wl^nce cometh my 
help. • 

Oct- 28. — — — — — — — 

I have received numberless mercies, for which I 
desire to return thanks to God. But bow shall 
I call them to mind they are beyond number, I 
thank thee, O gracious Father, for tli^y great good- 
ness in granting to me liealth of body and tran- 
quillity of mind, and for all other personal bles- 
sings conferred upon me. I thank thee also, mo$t 
gracious God, for all tlie blessings bestowed upon 
my dear children, and for the addition of another 
dear grandchild to my numerous family. O may 
they all walk in the ways of holiness, and may 
thy Grace be upon the new-born iuiknt from the 
time of its birth, till its departure out of this mor- 
tal life, that it may be among the nuiiiber of ihine 
elect. O Lord, it is going to be presented co thee 
in Holy Baptism ; may it be i-eceived as thine 
adopted child, through Christ Jesus our Saviour. 
O divine Lord, adorable Redeemer, vouchsafe to 
receive tiiis tender babe into thy flock. O Lord, 

u 2 
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when through thy meritorious suffering, t shall 
be raised with the rest of human kind from the 
dead, may I find all my dear children, aixd my 
childrens' children among the blessed ! 

Dec, 25, This day is doubly sanctified^ being at 
once the Sabbath of the Lord, and the anniver* 
sary of my Saviour's birth. I wish to keep it 
with redoubled solemnity, I would on this hdy 
day call all my sins to remembrance, but as usnal 
TiowJ set about this employment, my mind is filled 
with that peace, which passeth all understanding, 
I have been to church this morning, it was an un« 
speakable pleasure to me to see so many of my 
own household at the Lord's Table. O that the 
congregation in. general did but know the comfort 
of this holy institution, that they might not turn 
Aeir backs on that heavenly feast ! 

O most merciful Father, give, I humbly beseech 
thee, to me and all . my family, the help of thy 
Holy Spirit Let every individual of it he con- 
stantly attentive to the happiness of all the res^ 
and let our lives here be in this respect, a foretaste of 
the happiness of Heaven, where all is harmony, 
peace, and love. And now, O most merciful and 
gracious Father, I offer unto thee, the tribute of 
my humble thanksgivings for all thy goodneas to 
me, but particularly for lending thine ear to my 
humbly petitions when I cried unto thee, Q- 
Ix)rd, I thank thee for that peace of mind, which! 
have enjoyed in the midst of perplexity ; I thank 
th0? fgr giving me strength aqd f^bility tQ ^ofttiqw 



flfiy work, arid for thQ delight t halve hjld itt eix* 
plaining the Gospel to the poor. How transcen- 
dant is thy goodness, how unbounded thy love to 
sinful mortals. O God, when I think of thy 
majesty and greatness, I am lost in wonder that 
tliou shouldst regard such creatures, but thy mercy 
is over all thy works, and thy word, invites sintiers| 
repentant sinners, to approach thee with confi- 
dence, through the satisfaction of a crucified Re^ 
ideemer, I know that without a Redeemer no man 
in thy sight could be justified ; but be our sins red 
as crimson, they may be washed white as snow 
by the blood of the Lamb. *— — ' — — » 

. When I examine by the help of a microscope^ 
Ikke works of God, I am delighted with the beauty 
and symmetry of tljem, and my heart sends fofth its 
praises. Perhaps, I shall hereafter be permitted 
to explore the wonders and beauties of other 
worlds. There will be employment enough fot* 
eternity, to contemplate the works of God. How 
wonderful it is to think of the Providence of the 
great Creator and Governor of the universe ! my 
soul honours and adores his Divine Majesty* 
How delightful to think of his works of grace ! my. 
soul loves him with all its strength ; but alas^ that 
strength is but weakness. How I shall loveGodi.;- 
when I am delivered from the infirmities of thet 
flesh, and have no worldly cares to depress my 
rising soul when it wduld soar on the wings of de-, 
votion to Heaven. O that I could praise my Ma- 
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ier in fit strains f may bis praise lis^^ixd frow 
the highest Heaven to distant worlds ! — -^ 

^ ^ , ,.^_— -^ jg ^ ■« • ^ , 

%■■■■ ^PB^^v ^^^^^ vv^^ aHi^Bqv ^pvff^ sitfVHtf «M4pai^ ^ivMv Vi^i^v liViiW 

IMy soul is greatly ambitious of being among 
the fellowship of tbe saints iff light; it looks for-" 
ward to an eternal jnherrtance y it longs for the 
heavenly Jcvusaleai ; it u ill not fix its affections 
en earthly riches, which cannot satisfy an im« 
mortal spirit* O no^ it will not, for the «ake of 
any thing this wof Id cas? give^ forego the hopes oC 
eternal possessions ; O what a world k this ! bow 
sad it is to see the nun^berless acts of oppression 
and injustios, which are practiced in it ;> oiay I 
ever detest and abhor such practices ! may I ever 
act as becomes the adopted child of God ; a& a 
true disciple of the adorable^ the divine Sa^ 
viour! 

O Lord God Almigftty, great Author of the 
oni verse, the Creator, the Governor, the Ppe-- 
server of thonsands of worlds, ^nd myriads of 
living creatures ; I ftdore, I praise, I magnify thy 
glorious name ; I tbinfe of thee in ihe highest mafiK 
ner my weak faculties will- admit of, and I believe 
fhee to be great beyond all praises ! to be ii^ 
Bitely wise, gpodr w^^iful, bountiftjl, to be aUi per- 
fection. iX that I. cduld praise thee in terms^ 
imit«^ to* the exalted idea I have of thy .divine na« 
ture and attributes. 

Lamb of God; Son of the Father, the Redeemer 
of the whole race of mankind^ I adore,. I wosship^ 



t honour thee^ even as I honouif the f*atheK 
Glory and hosioqry and prabe ^n^ thanksgiving 
be unto thee^ O King of kings, and Lord of lords^ 
for ever and ever ! 

Spirit of Sancti6cation ! I believe thee to be 
very God> I yj,eld my soul to thy guidance, I look 
tQ thee ibr w^ctificat^on 1 glory be to thj5c^ Q 
Qodl 

Fmsfi and .dominion, honour and pow^ he 89^ 
eribed tp tJi^^ fi^pr^hl? Triqityi for ^vqrlastiog 
agesi . . 
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TO MRS. BROTTQN. 

Bf^ifgrdy May S, H96* 

: Mjr dearest Friend, 

-J ' 1 canriot express td you how greftt my plea^ 
^re Wisi^t teceiving so long a letter written by 
your own hand. I am sorry you have had such 
painful* reasons for your sifence. If I bad known 
bf Mr. Bmtton's illness, I should have felt gfcatly, 
both for him and you ; nay, I should hav€|. fek 
over again what I suffered on similar occasions. 
But to me those sufferings can never be renewed^ 
except by retrospection ; and may divine mercy 
henceforth avert them from you/ O my dear friend 
what a train of tender recollections crowd into my 
mind at this instant ! but thanks to the goodness 
of God I they never come unaccompanied by those 
comforts and consolations, .which his holy word 
promises to ike widow that tnisieth in him; the 
truth of those divine promises has been abundant- 
ly experienced by me ; and for ever praised be 
uis Holy Name for keeping alive in my mind the 
constant hopes of being reunited to the late dear 
partner of all my joys and sorrows, and of passing 
a happy eternity with him ! without these hopes, I 
fear, I could not have submitted, with perfect 
resignation to the will of God, to the loss of the 
kindest of husbands, the father of my beloved 
children ! but while I can indulge these hopes^ be 
is not lost to me. 
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But my dear friend, yoa are, I trust, in no dan- 
ger of becoming a widow. If it had pleased the ' 
Almighty to have called you to the same trial, to 
which his wisdom saw fit to call me, I would have 
told you " what he has done for my soul T I fvill 
quit my pen for a few momecits^ . . 

The accouat which you give me of Mr. an4 
Mrs. B — r—^ delights me. How comfortable, is 
it to hear of such characters in the midst of so 
much wickedness and impiety, as prevails in 
the world ! I am h^ppy to say, I know many 
whose principles are good, but few comparatively 
*whose judgment is equal to their's. Many re)igiou3 
people fall into enthusiasm, accompanied by se^ 
verity, which hurts the cause. 

I did not know that you were so greatly at* 
ttiched to Ipswich* I qannot say the place hasf 
any great attractions for me; I like to walk about 
it, ^nd to visit the font where I was dedicated to 
Christ, but I should by no means wish to live at 
tpswich.. Were you to take your stand at the 
^pot you propose, you would see a very great al- 
tefation; the Wash runs, I believe, in the very 
same chimnels from St. Magaref s parish, till it has 
passed your old habitation ; but I think it must 
have been conveyed by a drain under-groun(^ 
from thence for the Stj^ppks are gone ! the whote 
town was paved when I was there, excepting St. 
Clement's which was doing. — — ~ --^ 
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TO THE SAME.' 

. My dear Friend, 

I am just returned from an excursion into 
Suffolk, -where I have been for a month on a visit 
to tny relation, Mr, -William Kirby, Ylcar of Bar-' 
ham, one of the sons of my late unde. As Ips-^ 
wich is only four miles from Barham, I went 
thither several times, and whilst I was retriacing 
the footsteps of my childish years, and conversing 
with some of the companions of my earliest pur- 
suits and amusements, I codd not but think more 
than usual of the ever deai" friend, whose society 
contributed so greatly to the happiness of my early 
day s,*and whose steady and uninterrupted friendship 
is still my pride and pleasure, notwithstanding the 
distance of our respective abodes prevents out 
personal intercourse. I wishfed, my dear friend, 
for your company on some occasions ; but on 
others I did not do so, for you» tenderness would 
kave beeri painfully awaked by one affecting scene 
of which I was an eye witness. Yet it would iiav^ 
afforded you a high degree of satisfection at the 
same time ; as it did me. Many years had passed 
since I had seen any of the ^*— family, but on be^ 
ing told that Mrs. Ann and Mrs. Margaret, bad ex* 
pt^sse'd^a great desire to see me once more, i went 
imlnediately to their'house in St. Matthew*?Stree^ 

where I found Mrs. Ann ■^•w-onher death bed, send 
% 1 



her sister preparing her own mind for that fatal 
stroke which was to separate then} from each 
^ther to the «od of tiai^« Tim iz>el»Bcholy erent 
Uiok place whibt I was at Barbam ; and I am sure 
you will be boppy to hear that -the df^^sed bore 
her 84(tiFerif|gs, whkh had fi^ a loDg lin^e b^en un^ 
wmoDKHity . sevei^ witb tii» m^t exemplary ps* 
tidace^ ^md died the <i€^af the rigUeou^; mx\4 
ihU. heff s«t*yiving frieml suhmits to her loss witlf 
she most fierlect renign^tion. When I made Jtnjf 
visit iQ Mrs. Ann ■■ . ■ ^ $be wits supposed to be aif 
Ifae poini of 4oaith ; Iwt 1^ laiia^ of iiie ^i^ppe^ed 
to rekimlLe M she caat^rn .affectH^t^te ^o^ m^B* 
Ml old friend) 'aad poui^ fi^rth jbl^s^ings ^fif^^. 
lb». memovy iif my dear «Ad hofi^r^ ialtier, 
irime <kth%df<9s to them, she «Had her sifter liad 
Herer forg^ten. il did not me&tioa you to her 
ior she was aoos ^efthaust^ ; but I iold her $bter I 
terreapoiided witb you, ^uad jlVirs. Margaret - — -^ 
diar^ in^lo ooovey h#riciiide$£ aa4 vmst »^q^ 
tlQuate remembrances. 

I made a visit in the bouse where Mrs.. 
Justinier's school was i^epl ; it baa been made into 
three bouses. 

The town is much inaproved by beiirg well 
paired, but in otlier respects it is spoilt^ for k is a 
dkect garrison town* Horse Barraelfis^ have beed 
•B«de Deer iwjbere St. Mattbewrsr s9ai*gMes .stood ; 
«ik1 Foot .Bar4iadc6 'm laiK^hjer par^ <a«Kl y<^ i:a9f* 

ttot/getthrough a 6tnaet^without.heflj^iBg dran^ao^ 
iDMipalfii^aMlaaefiliQg trmpt ^.scd4if|ri» 
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Tge following letters wei^ «ddriSsded to a young 
ladj M'ho had been brought up in very genteel 
life, but met with an unexpected revei^se of for- 
tune, which made Jt necessary for her to turn her 
thoughts to the educAtion^ of youdg* ladies. ^ Ii^ 
x)rder to qualify herself forthis employ'meirt, dh<$ 
requested the advice of Mrs. Trimmeir,^ a^d a£leV 
some months passed in indefatigable z^al and in« 
dustry in order to fit her forlhe honourable and 
important office, s^e entered asGove^^ness inn 
private family residing in a retired village in the 
country. As she had several piapils,< who were 
nearly grown up, and was diffident of her own 
abilities she frequently applied • lo*^ Mrs^ Trimtner 
for instructions how to proceed. The -first letter XS 

Miss Harriet -■> was upon An occisioh of this' 

kind. The secohd related to a poor woman of 
the village, the others contdn opinions upon dif- 
ferent subjects. 



TO MISS. HARRIET 



♦ '■»•• • 

* Brentford^ Nov. «1. 

* ■ * • • m^ 

. My dear ^Harri^t, 

i I am very sony you hate been kept so long 
ii^'expeetatioB of a letter from me, particularly at 
a^time when you wished to receive it, but I wasr 
absent from home on ^ >i»iC to pay son Jrr-^t aod 
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big Wife, all the last wet^k; a^dever sitice my rer 
turn, I have been -so harried with business which 
had accumulated as usual duiing my short absence^ 
that I could not find a leisure balf hour to devote 
to you, though I had you much in my thou^ts^ 
J am happy to find that you have. in some degr^ 
got the better of your dejection <^mind, which I was 
sorry you suffered^ but which I could not without 
great unkindness blame in you, for the weakness of 
human nature, will, under great afflictions, prevail 
for a time even in the most religious minds ; resign 
nation ami cheerful submission to the will of. God, 
are in general the effects of prayer and exertion ; the 
appointed means for obtaining that divine Graces 
which alone can overcome our frailties and invigo- 
rate our minds. That this grace may be abundantly 
bestowed upon you/is^my fervent wish! you do 
not know me my dear Harriet; if you did, you 
would not say, I should bear such trials as have 
fallen to your lot, better than you have done. My 
mind is naturally very weak ; I owe every thing to 
divjine goodness, assisting and strengthening me ; 
and I can say with the greatest sincerity, that! 
think no person whatever, could have borne what 
you have done with more patience and submission 
than yourself. Do not, therefore, distress your 
mind with self-condemnation, but look up with 
jFull trust and coqfidepce to your heavenly Father, 
who knowing all our infirmities, pities us^ and 
makes every allowance that unbounded paterpal 
(qvc can make for bis adopted children ; and who 
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wHl never Hiithdmw Kts protectibn frdm such 
iM^htlst they endeftvour to scrtre him truly ; as I aoi 
persuaded you it^ill do. 

Yeu Iwive indeed an arduous task allotted you, 
there is apparently much to do ; but remember my 
dear Harriet, that in Ae business of education, as 
far as it relates to the tdigwut principles^ you are 
h^ the instrument of his Providence ; ^ou may 
plant and wdttr^ and you may endeairoar to wtti 
the soU; but it is God wlio must givt the tnereasc. 
Make it therefore, a part of your daily prayer to the 
Ahiiighty, that the dear children, w-ho have been 
adopted by hiai throu^ Ctirist Jesus at their bap- 
tism, as well as yourself, may have the continuance 
of his gi-ace and heavenly benediction. That he 
will be pleased to guide and direct you in the 
farming of their minds to goodness, and (Jmt 
he will bless your humble endeavours. And 
having done this proceed irtth courage and confi- 
<ience in God, as occasion and circumstaates shall 
require* Not that 1 would have you depend upon 
sudden divme impulses^ for this would be en* 
thnsiasm ; bat after having prayed ftnr divine aid, 
I would have you make use of your own reason, 
and you may then 'hope to be led on in the right 
way, and your deficiencies supplied 'both to your- 
self and your pupils by the assisting grace of God; 
or if, as may be the case, your popHs shoxild fail 
of being all you wish tihem ; take comfort in the 
rectitude of your intention, and the assiduity of 
your endeavours for Xbeir improvement. I am 



98S 

ter€ yoti itn miAdkth in thiiOtii^g JM^ Um Mk € 
itmtitier that is piecing td ehil€lr«tt« The fact 1^ 
titese ishildi^n hlive bad governesses before t^ n 
ASbtbm d«^rij^tt06 ; Md th^y have forrfi^d a ge^ 
neri^ oj^iiiioi^ of the ctlaracter of a governess, 
wbieft will op^site agaifiBt you, till it is gradtrtiUy 
rettibvad by.ydtti' kirVder and toore judicioas treat- 
meht of tbBm« . 

• Without betttg present^ I really am incapable of 
advising you how to proceed with the pupil yoa 
fear most bf failing with^ If you could lead her m* 
sensibly into situations which would shew her, her 
own deficiencies, it would do more towards cor- 
rtelihg her vanity than any thing. Let her at- 
tempt things beyond her abilities, and when she 
fails of success, observe that you do not wonder 
at her not accomplishing eter^'- ^thing she supposes 
herself capable of, but that you hope it will make 
her less confident in her own abilities^ But tliis 
must be done with good humour. In short, I do not 
fcnow "wliat to advise you ; but if you proceed as 1 
have tecommended, I think expedients will be sug- 
gestet:! b^r Infinite Wisdom, which tn forming the 
minds of my own dear children, was a never fail- 
ing source. Mal^e the glory tof God, and the 
good of your fellow-creatures, your ruling mo- 
tives in all ybdr undertakings, and you will be 
sure to do right; and remember it is for the per- 
formance of your own duty, not jbr the faiUn^e of 
other people you ai*e accountable to the great 
Governor of all things. Be as lively as you can 
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frkhyour pttpUSi and endeavour to m^kt the most 
iiaportaut things appear in an engaf^iiig tight to 

Ihetn. Miss S will grow more wd more atr 

tached to you, I dare say/forin such a retireiDent, 
she ipust want a young friend and companion.^ 
I am glad you have got some poor children toinr 
struct Could not yoi| draw yoiir pupils from! 
their patch-work, to making baby thiQgs for thq 
poor ? Adieu^ my dear Harriet, God bles% and 
prosper you. 

Truly and affectionately, 

Your^s, 

4 § 

S. Tbimmkh^ 



TO THE SAME. 

* 

My dear Harriet, 

I did not receive your letter till yesterday 
evening, and I fear it has been a long while" 
coming by the date ; you should have had a more 
immediate answer if it had arrived in due time ; 
but I hope you have been able to decide the case 
of conscience to which it relates, to your entire sa- 
tisfaction before this time ; if not, I shall be happy 
to contribute to your ease and comfort 

You tell me, my dear Harriet, that this poor un- 
happy woman appears to you to be truly penitent, » 
If she really is so, she b without doubt, worthy to. 
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receive the Sacrament, aod will be accepted by 
the divine Institutor of it. But vou should en- 
deavour to prevail upon her to confess all tlie siils 
she can recollect particularly, and to form a reso- 
lution to forsake them ; and to assist her recol- 
lection, you may repeat the Commandments to her, 
stopping between each of them to give her tim« 
to consider, nvbether she has sinned against them 
or not. Or you may read to her, the heads of 
self-examination ia the Manual of Devotion I gave 
you, which also contains some excellent prayers 
suited to the condition of sinners. But take care 
Ko encourage her as you go along, with the hope 
of pardon upon her sincere repentance, and faith 
in Christ, for you may safely do it, and I will ven- 
ture to say, that her not having been confirmed, 
need not be any hindrance to her receiving the 
Sacrament; for though confirmation is undoubt- 
edly, a holy office, and such a one as should not 
be neglected, the Rubrick authorizes the clergy to 
administer the Sacrament to some who have not 
been confirmed, as you may see at the end of the 
office for confirmation ; amongs^ which may be 
reckoned, this poor woman, who I make no doubt 
would gladly embrace the opportunity of being 
confirmed, could she obtain it. Adieu, my dear 
Harj(;iet, believe me, 

Your*s affectionately. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Brentford, April 9. 

My dear Harriet, 

Yesterday I despatched the last page of my 

^(Economy of Charity to tlie printer, and I have 
now taken out with a design to answer, the bundle 

. of letters with which I have been favoured by my 
friends, while I have been so intensely occupied as 

, to be under the necessity of appearing neglectful 
of them, which I assure you has been no small 
mortification to me ; for I do not like to appear 
negligent, or ungrateful ; but those who devote 
their services in any way to the public^ are obliged 
to make sacrifices to private gratification- Now I 
have finished my book, I begin to be seriously ap- 

.prehensive, that it will not answer the expectations 
of those who know I. have been writing it; or 
please the ,taste of the age. However, it is well 
intended, and I hope will do some good. There 
is no part of it more to my own satisfaction ; nor 
any upon which I form greater hopes of the effi- 
cacy of the example, than that concerning a set of 
young ladies in a certain country village. Indeed, 
my dear Harriet, now I have seen, and conversed 
with Miss S-- — , I am prouder of you than ever; 
yet what have I to be proud of in the business r 
It was your own zeal, and your own good sense 
working upon my slight hints that produced such 
good effects. 
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I do not wonder, my dear Harriet, that yOu 
should feel regrets at leaving a family, in which 
you found so many comforts; you are entered 
upon a very different scene, and your scale of 
action is greatly enlarged ; but hot beyond your 
ability to perform it ; and the greater your la* 
bours and exertions, the greater will be your fu- 
ture reward ; only keep the high prize of your 
calling constantly in view, and difficulties will 
vanish before you. Consider that it is not where 
we live, but how we live, on which our eternal 
happiness depends* I see, however, much tem- 
poral good in store for you. I do not doubt, but 
that you will be very successful ; and that you 
will serve the cause you have so warmly at heart, 
by instilling religious principles into many a 
ductile mind. You are now become of real im- 
portance in society ; and entitled to that respect, 
which will, I make no doubt, be paid to you* 
Next to clergymen, I rank those, who educate the 
young upon truly Christian principles. — ■— 

I long to know how you go on with your little 
SundaySchool ;— as you say, is indeed, a very un- 
favourable place for such experiments, and I think, 
you are quite rightin not attempting too much. You 
had better instruct a few, agreeably to your wishes ; 
than extend your instruction to a greater number 
than you can manage. Adieu, my dear Harriet^ 

Your*s sincerely and affectionately^ 

S,T . 
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TO THE SAME. 



Brenifardf AprU^ IL 



I have mislaid your last letter, after reading it 
once only, just as I was setting off for London, 
but I recollect, that you asked whether I thought 
young people should receive the Sacrament of tlie 
Lord's Supper immediately after confirmation. I 
do think they ought to do so, as soon as they can, 
while the impression of the former solemn rite re- 
mains on their mind ; but I do not advise the using 
of the Weekly Preparation, as it is called ; I 
ishould rather recommend Bishop Wilson's Short 
and Plain Intwduciion to the b^cr Understand* 
ing of tfie Lord's Supper. 



TO THE SAME. 

Feb. 
My dear Harriet, 

We keep looking for you every day, and hope 
it will not be long before we shall see you here, I 
cannot express to you the great pleasure and sa- 

factioa with which I read your note to S -, I 

can bear witness with you, my dear Harriet, that 
the sentiments you therein express, are the genuine 
dictates ef the Holy Ghost Exactly such was 
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what I myself experienced under the great afflic* 
tions of my life, at times, when my reasoning 
powers were so deadened by sorrew, that I could 
ijot have exerted them to advantage. O how 
gracious is the Almighty ! and how excellent is 
that Gospel which alone can furnish such hea- 
venly consolations. You may consider them as 
an earnest, that you will be enabled to bear the 
•burden, which God has seen fit to fall upon you, 
and I doubt not, but that it will be considerably 
lightened. 



TO MRS. C — — . 

Aug. % 1802. 

Let me congratulate you, my dear Madam, upon 
your determination to become a member of the 
Church of England; a zealous Christian, I am 
sure you will ever be, and I hope it will please 
God to preserve you from all the errors which 
have crept into the Church, for they are various ! 

I would take the liberty of recommending you 
to read the works of good sound divines of the 
Established Church in preference, even to Dod- 
dridge and Watts, till your opinions are firmly 
rooted ; for though those excellent men wrote well 
and usefully, they still were Dissenters.' I think 
Mr. Daubehy's werks would give you inforrna- 
tion. His " Guide to the Church,*' and the sup- 
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plement to it are ably written, and he baa lately 
published a volunie of .Discourses on the con^ 
nection between the Old and New Testament^ 
land the Doctrine of Atonement, which I admire 
very much. I have read a little of Mr. Scott's 
writings. He is a good man, and a good writer^ 
but I do not think with him in all points ; neither 
do I altogether approve of Law's Serhw Call; it 
aims, I think, at a degree of Christian perfection 
beyond the reach of human beings in this imper- 
fect state. But, my dear Madam, let me beg of 
you to read some of the works of bur old divines. 
Jenkins on the Christian Religion, will, I think^ 
give you information and satisfaction. Kettlewell's 
works (especially that on Christian Obedience) are 
excellent for giving clear and decided Tdeas of the 
peculiar doctrines of that church in which there 
should be no schism* 

I have lately read two tracts, which to me are 
satisfactory. The one is, a republication of aa 
old author, IVaterland on Regeneration, the other 
the Trial of the Spirits, by Mr. Daubeny, I think, 
you will be pleased with them. ^^ •»- 



TO THE SAME. 

My dear Madam, 

I can easily conceive what your 9U$€«ptiblf 
vmd must have suffered under the lucces^inw 



afflictions you have lately experienced ; but 1 have 
no doubt of your having enjoyed the comforts 
which a merciful God, graciously mixes with the 
bilter ingredients^ of the c»p of sorrow ; of which 
all the candidates for everlasting life, must drink, 
for their soul's good. Your own proper reflec- 
tions have anticipated all that I could offer by way 
of consolation, and I make no doubt, your mind 
is reconciled both to the apparently untimely death 
of your young friend ; and the departure of your 
excellent parent from this world of troubles, since 
you have every reason to hope, that both are in^ 
finitely benefitted, by that change which we are 
well assured is a most hsq^py one, for those who 
have fulfilled their duty on earth, as they hav^ 
done. 

Poor Mrs. B ^ is indeed^ much to be pitied! 

her loss is truly a lamentable one ! but still as you 
justly observe, not beyond the reach of that com- 
fort, which God has graciously promised to those 
who submit with pious resignation to tlie dispensa- 
tions of his wilL I am afraid, before tiie contest 
in SpaiB is decided, she will have many fellow 
suiferers ; but ike cai»se of the Spaniards is such 
as calls for the aid of our nation ; and indeed of 
every other nation that has any regard for its own 
safety. But alas> those on the continent, are 
either in&tuated by«the monster of iniquity, who is 
permitted (for y^'ise and good purposes no doubt) 
tQ sprea4 desolation in the^ wo^ld to % most 
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iistonishing degree ; or panic struck and deprived 
of all energy and hope. It is truly awful to con- 
template the present stacte of the world ! — — 



TO THE SAME. 

My dear Madam, 

I am ashamed to think how long I have suf- 
fered a letter from you, which gave me such par- 
ticular satisfaction, to remain unanswered ; but I 
am sure you will forgive me, when I tell you, that 
for a considerable part of that time, I continued, 
as your letter found me, in such an uncomfortable 
state of debility, that I really could not bear, in the 
literary way, even the little exertion that is neces- 
sary for writing a letter. In May I resolved to 
make an excursion from home, and try the effect 
of change of air and dcene, and I took a journey 
into Suffolk, my native county, where I spent five 
weeks, with some friends, amongst whom with the 
blessing of God, I speedily recovered ; and returned 
home in good health and spu*its, which inestimable 
blessings are still continued to me,' and give a re* 
lish to the rest, of that portion of comforts which 
a bountiful Providence bestows upon me. But so 
long an absence from home occasioned me a great 
accumulation of occupation, and I have really been 
very busy since my return ; though I hare left off, 
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probably for the remainder of my life, writing for 
the public. My family which receives the addi- 
tion of three and four gi-andchildren every year, calb 
my attention various ways, and I have innumerable 
avocations which oblige me to write many letters^ 
particularly on the subject of governesses, so thfit 
of late I have no leisure for friendly correspon- 
dencies, or I am sure you, my dear Madam, would 
not have had not any cause to complain of my 
neglect ; indeed I am inclined to thiqk, that youf 
candour has partly anticipated my excuses. 

By reading your letter over this morning, I have 
renewed the very great pleasure it afforded me^ 
from the account you gave me of your late dear 
father, whom I do not scruple to mention to you 
from the fear of reviving your regrets ; for as you 
could, when your loss was recent, think of it with 
such pious resignation, the recollection of his well 
spent life and most happy death, must always be 
pleasant and comfortable ; and such as you cannot 
but wish frequently to enjoy. Believe me^ 

Dear Madam, 

Most afiectidtiately yotir\ 

S. TaiMM£& 
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Mrs. Trimmer^ partiality to the house in which 
she had resided so many years surrounded by her 
children has been mentioned in various parts of 
her Journal, but it may be worthy of remark, that 
when she found it convenient to remove, she soon 
brought herself to be contented with the change ; 
kideed, the peaceful serenity of hei* mind made 
her find enjoyment in every place, and in the pre- 
sent instance she rejoiced in having been able to 
meet with a comfortable and pleasant retreat 
where she could pass the remnant of her days i« 
tranquillity and ease. 



TO MRS. DENWARD. 

Jvii^ 8, 180S# 

I have been for some time settled in this hous^ 
to which I believe, I had removed when I wrote 
to you last ; it is a very oe;Lt and convenient one, 
and particulai*ly delightful to me at this time, as 
it stands in the midst of a garden, which is li- 
terally a garden of roses. From my upper windows 
1 look beyond it, into surrounding fields, in which 
the ^y is now making, in great abundance, and 
th^ scent of it mixing with the odour of th€ Bowerst 
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fills the air with fragrance. Of the delight arising 
to the senses from this fragrance, I am, however, 
excluded ; for I never had to my remembrance^ 
the sense of smelling : but I can rejoice with those 
who have it ; as you, my dear Madam, participate 
with those who are still permitted to view the 
b^uties of naturp. — * — — -- — -• 
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JOUR N AL 



fOR THE 



YEAR 1797. 



Jan. 1 • In the course of the last year^ I have had 
many cares to encounter, but I have likewise re- 
ceived innumerable blessings ; let me call to mind 
those peculiar blessingSi I at this time am in posses- 
sion of. I enjoy better health than usual ; tny chil- 
dren are in general well. I possess great tranquil* 
lity of mind, and am full of the hopes of a happy 
immortality, through the mertta of Christ Jesus, 
my adorable Saviour t 

I am still with my family involved in perplexing 
law-suits of which I cannot yet see the end, and I 
fear, I shall feel many a pang of vexation and dis« 
appointment before they are terminated ; but in this 
blest hour my heart standeth firm, trusting in the 
goodness of God. I will not, therefore, anticipate 
the cares even of the morrow, hut cast my burthen 
upon the Lord^ who I humbly trust careth for i&e. 
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I resolve to endeavour to improve all tbe time 
that it shall please God to add to my mortal life to 
his honour and glory, and the good of my fellour 
creatures, and in preparing myself for a future 
state. 

Jan. 8. The time for the decision of one of our 
law-suits, apparently draws nigh; at present I 
have no apprehensions about it, but yet it may be 
decided to my disadvantage-— God's will be done ! 
my chief anxiety, I hope^ will be to do my dut^, 
and to resign myself to the will of God in all 
things ; to keep my eternal inheritance continually 
in view, and not to risk the loss for any thing this 
vain world can give. 

O most gracious God, I desire with humble 
supplication to lay my requests before thee, accord- 
ing to the direction of those Holy Scriptorest, 
which thou hart caused to be written for our learnn 
ing. Thou knowest my heart in respect to world- 
ly-concerns, that 1 do not wish for that which 
justly belongs to another, and that rather than 
lose thy ^ivkie favour, I would part with all I 
have in the world ; but thou hafit promised to de- 
fend the cause of ti]« widow and the fatherless, 
and, therefore, I cry unto. thee. O Lord, I trust 
in thee with all my hearty I do not lean on my own 
understanding; in all my ways I desire to ac« 
knowledge thee. Vouchsafe, I pray and entreat 
thee to direct my paths ; may I ever keep in tiie 
path that leadii to eternal glory iin.the heatws ! 
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Jaa 2£. Let Boe naiip endeavour to take a retro* 
qieet of the week pa»t, but hovr unequal am I evea 
to this €^boPt task ! I hope no part of the time has 
bG&i spent in vain or foolish pursuits^ for my 
mind, as far as I can judge of myself, is greatly 
weaned from the vanities of this mortal life, and 
instead of coveting ks pleasures, my desires are 
limited to the oonvatiiencies and necessaries of 
life* From the largeness of my family and my nu- 
merous connections and avocati(X)s, I can hardly 
iBspect to sit down in quietness and leisure ; but 
by the goodness of God, I enjoy a considerable 
portion of peace, even jin the midst of perplexities. 
This last week my time was greatly taken up with 
one of my dear little grandchildren, who has been 
in a very suffering state, but my thoughts have 
Jbeen diverted from other things which would have 
-made me uneasy. One of our law-suits is drawing, 
I hope to a crisis ; I think there is a prospect of its 
ending more favourably than I thought it would a 
icw days ago. I resolve with the grace of God, 
to keep from anxious cares, and to trust in the 
Divine Providence. I cannot make one hair white 
or black; a sparrow does not fall to the ground 
without the permission of my heavenly Father; 
neither can any one succeed against us, but by his 
permission : but I forget that I sat down to call my 
sins to remembrance, and most willingly would I 
da it, for I would not dissemble or cloke them be- 
fore theface of Almighty God, yet no traces re- 

7 
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main on my mind, but a consciousness of general 
imperfeetion. I know that I have committed sins 
innumerable, and that I have omitted thousands of 
things which I ought to have doiie, and which I 
had the power to do ; and I know that I have no 
merits of my own to plead, for I am an unprofit- 
able servant; but my conscience acquits me of 
presumptuous sin, and I have confidence in God's 
mercy, through Christ ; my beloved Saviour, who 
knoweth all my infirmities, and who kooweth also 
my earnest desire to please my heavenly Father, 
will, I trusty plead my cause and seal my pardon, 
and m his all-powerful intercession, I humbly 

O what a world of wickedness is this become, 
which the Creator formed so good and beautiful ! 
its beauty and goodness remain in respect to every 
thing, but those creatures for whose use he princi« 
pally made it ; but there are still some in it, who, 
though not free from sin, have yet a high regard 
for the honour of their Maker, and grieve to sec 
the disorder which the wickedness of man has in- 
troduced among his works* O how delightful it is 
to contemplate the works of Creation and Provi- 
dence, even in the midst of this confusion, and with 
the weakness of human intellect ! what then will 
be the transport of contemplating them in a better 
world, with enlarged powers, and new faculties ! I 
will try to look forward to this blest state, to divert 
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my thoughts from those carets which may otherwise 
invade my peace I 

Jan. S9. Another Sabbath is amved^ and one 
month of the new year is already gone. Ho^ 
swiftly does time fly» how soon will tlie period of 
human existence arrive to all who are now in this 
world ! — — — — — — — — 

Feb. 5. O eternal God, how awful is it to see 
thy judgments in the world ! the scourge of war 
falls heavily on many nations; a fierce and im- 
pious foe is let loose, and many are the lives which 
are lost in battle* May it be thy good pleasure to 
restrain this wicked enemy from executing his 
proud threats against our nation ! O Lord, thy 
judgments are very terrible. O that all the na- 
tions of the earth, may learn righteousness] may 
the nobles of this land) and all the rich and opulent 
take warning by the fate of those of another na- 
tion, who are now dwelling amongst us as wretched 
fugitives I may all ranks of people in this land re* 
turn to their duty, and live according to the pre- 
cepts of thy holy word I 

Feb. 26. O it is a comfortable thing to think of 
heavenly joys ; what must the fruition of them be ! 
I resolve God's grace assisting me to lead a holy 
life, that I may experience this joy. I do most 
earnestly long to behold my Saviour ; the Saviour 
whp died, that I and all maokind might live 
for ever. But, O Lord, I must wait till my change 
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coQKth, and then^ I trust, I shall be amongst the 
biessed multitude who will meet thee in the air^ 
and stand with holy confidence before thy judg- 
ment-seatj waiting to receive thy gracious sum? 
mens to enter into the kingdom prepared for theov 
frmn the foundation of the world. O divine Lord, 
what will be my transport when I behold thy pre- 
sence in righteousness ! when through thy precious 
blood'ishedding I rise from the dead, cleansed from 
the defilement of sin, and entering on a happy 
and an everlasting existence ! praised and adorgd 
be thy glorious name for tiiese most comfortable 
hopes ! O may tiiey cheer me while I pass through 
this vale of tears and misery, and enable noe to 
overcome the sorrows, and i^ubmit to the vexa-^ 
tionsand mortifications of this mortal state. Bles*" 
sed Lord, thou knowest that I love thee ; conti-* 
nue to me, I beseech thee, the blessii^ promised 
to thy disciples. O grant me a continuance of 
that peace which passeth all understanding ! May 
the blessing of God Almighty, tiie Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, be with me and mine to all eter-^ 

O Lord, 1 ask not for riches, I knew too weU 
.the deceitfulness of them i I ask not for pleasures 
{luch as this world can give, for they have no 
, charms forme; let me but view thy glorious and 
beautiful works, and live by thy commandment 
'lenjoying thy heavenly favour, and let the triflerii 
'Uf the world jliare all its. tiifles arnong.them*. O 

vol., 11^ Y 



Lord, I cminot bat desire to possess thy peaee;^ 
^ndy thanks to thy goodness, often is Ibis moat 
ifiesiimable blessing granted to me. 

March 12 — — — — — — — 

Gracious ai>d mercifcrl Gody I love mad honour 
thee Tvith tlie best affections of my heart ; I woctki 
not willingly otiEeud thee myself, and I grieve when 
I see thy holy commandments violated by others. 
O how grievous it is ta see thy holy temp4es for- 
saken by many, tby sabbat^» broken-, homaH 
creatures in a state of probation^ thimkiiig only of 
worldly pleasures and advantages, forgetful of 
thee, and of tbcfir latter end ! O mo»t gracious 
God,. I fear that these thic^awiilliMring thy judgn 
meat^ uponp t\m guHty land. Bat t^^*e are stiQ 
many ^ith^l teft^ May k be tky good pleasure 
fi» save H for their sakes f O Lord, I beseeeh thee, 
spaie this nalsian,. asid tor» away tby force anger 
ftom U9^; eonttnuej O God of hosts, to gO' fertft^ 
with our fieets and armies, and^ defeat the wicked 
desigosof our enemies,. -— — — •— -^ 

This woi^ld is not my ahtding pFaee ; I wiU not 
take up* my rest hepe; I am a citizen of a better,, evea 
EB heavenly, country,' I will nc^min^ the steams' 
and tempests^ the evil accideiits whkh } may m«et 
la^itb in this short pllgnhiage to 1^ everkstkig re-' 
gions, the heavenly Jerusatem, where all is joji. 
fmd pec^ce, and tranquillify for evermore f praised 
he thy holy nam% O Lord^ for the^ meap9 oi 
gracO;, and fear the hope of glory, of which liM» 
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hast graciously made me a par takef^ through tixt 
merits of Christ Jesus, my Saviour, to whom witfi 
thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen ! 

March 16. This day one of our causes in the 
Court of Chancery comes to a hearing. In respect 
to our worldly affairs, it is an important crisiB> 
yet my mind is at present calm and serene, and I 
humbly trust it will continue so ,* my greatest care 
is, lest I, or any of my family, should be defi* 
cient in our duty to God on this trying occasion. 

O Lord, I am not covetous of riches, thanks to 
thy fatherly goodness, thou hast shewn me in vai>* 
rious ways the deceitfulness of them, and how 
dangerous they are to the possessor, and I trust 
thou hast done the same for my dear children, t 
beseech thee, most gracious Father, to give us thy 
heavenly grace, that if it should be thy good plea^- 
sure to encrease our possessions, we may use theiQ 
to thy glory and the good of our fellow-creatures ; 
or if it should be thy will to disappoint us, we 
may resign ourselves to thy holy will with true 
Christian patience and resignation. 

March 1 ?• Our cause had a hearing yesterday, 

jind I have rciasoti to hope that all the steps to b|& 

' Ukea in consequence of it are favourable for us ; 

bpt the prospect cf final determination is still a 

distant one ! — 



I have read part of Bishop Beyeridge^q resolu^ 
lions, and I ^gree >yith him in resolving to inake 
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it my chief business here on earth to prepare for 
my eternal state, and to walk circumspectly in 
tliose blessed paths of faith and obedience which 
God himself has graciously pointed out as leadincr 
to his heavenly kingdom. I have long since chosen 
the land of Canaan, the kingdom of Christ, as the 
lot of my inheritance, the only seat of bliss and 
glory for my soul to rest and dwell in to all eter- 
nity. O most gracious God, who that has read 
and reflected upon thy glories revealed in thy 
MTitten word, can make any other choice? Can 
any one deliberately prefer earth to heaven ? Can 
any one delibei^dtely refuse everlasting life and 
happiness for the sake of the transitory pleasures 
of this mortal state? I am truly thankful to thy^ 
divine goodness that thou hast formed me what I 
am, a mortal being, and placed me where I am, 
in this earth which is so wisely adapted to the 
wants of such creatures as mankind, and throu«fh 
'^hich they must pass as probationers for eternal 
happiness. But I will not cling to this earth ; I 
will not regard it as my abiding place. No, most 
holy, most glorious God, I will sjtrive by using tlie 
means of grace which thou hast graciously afforded 
to me and my fellow-mortals, to secure tlje inhe- 
ritance thy goodness has provided for me in a bet- 
ter world. I know that without holiness I must 
never enter that blest place ; and I feel that I am 
a sinner unworthy from my manifold offences to 
Vain admittance there, but my Redeemer, has 
made aitonement for my sins^ and thou, O God, 
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hast promised to pardon all who shall truly re* 
pent, and for his sake to receive them to thyself 
as dear children. 

O most merciful Father, I do . most heartily 
grieve to see thy sabbaths neglectedi and all thy 
commandments broken, by multitudes of foolish , 
sinful men who consider not the wickedness of 
their ways. O, if all the nation were like them, 
thy justice would certainly cut it off, but I hum«<^ 
bly trust that there are still many thousands in it 
who have not departed from the truth. May it be 
thy good pleasure to spare thy people good Lord. ' 

most merciful Father, as a nation we have late« 
ly received signal mercies from thy hands ; thou' 
hast prospered our arms by sea, and dispersed, 
the ships of the enemy ; but we have many inter*' 
nal distresses. IVfay it be thy good pleasure to 
preserve our king; defend him from all his ene"* 
inies, foreign and domestic. Inspire our senators 
with wisdom from above. O merciful God, pre* 
serve us from the impious foes who tread down thy 
sanctuary wherever their arms arc successful, and 
grant us in thy good time a lasting peace ! 

April 2. It was my intention to employ this 
whole afternoon in my usu^ meditations, with my 
pen in my hand, to write down the reflections 
-which ^rpse in ipy mind, but I had been reading 
before dinner some of Bishop . Beveridge's Resolu- 
tions, and they had laid such^ hold of my atten- 
tion, that I could not help going on with them. 

1 have, I hope, benefited by the change of pur* 

r 
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pose, for the thoughts of so exalted a mind are 
suited to improve weaker Christian^ and I felt my 
heart burning with desire to follow his steps, and 
most cordially adopting his pious resolutions for 
the government of his thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, in respect to the different relations and cir- 
cumstances of human life. May I be enabled to 
retain these good impressions. 

April i). Last night I experienced a great mer- 
cy which I desire to record, that I may remember 
it to my life's end : owing to my own carelessness, 
I fell down stairs, and it was wonderful that I did 
Dot do myself some great injury, but it pleased 
Cod to preserve me, and 1 have only a few slight 
bruises. 

O God of all grace and goodness, ac«ept my 
humble and hearty thanksgivings for thy mercy 
and loving-kindness, and keep both me and mine 
now and ever under the protection of thy good 
Providence. Lord, I will strive to enter in at the 
straight gate ; I will keep the narrow way that 
leadeth unto life. O Lord, I pray and beseech 
thee to assist me in keeping these and all other 
good resolutions ! Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 

Adorable Saviour, on this day which is kept in 
Commemoration of thy resurrection from the dead, 
vouchsafe to accept the humble tribute of my gra- 
titude and love. O divine Lord, I as firmly be- 
lieve that thou didst rise from the dead, as if I had 
actually seen thee with my eyes ; I «Jso believe, 
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thiA as sucely as thou hast raised thy own body? 
«o surely wilt thou raise all mankind, and me 
amongst the rest O may I through faith in thee 
rise to glory and imoiortaiity 1 

O eternal and ever-living God, Almighty Go- 
vernor of the universe, under aa awful sense of 
Iby power; majesty, aod goodness, I presunie ai 
one of the thousaixis which compose this nation, 
to offer thee thanksgivings and praise for thy great 
goodness, in putting a speedy end to our danger 
and distress, occasioned by civil dissention. O 
Lord, not to the wisdom of our governors, not to 
the force of our arms; but to tliee be all the glory ! 
It is thou who hast checked the bold career of re-* 
bellion; thou wlio hast said '' hitherto «halt tliou 
go and no further;" thou who hast restrained the 
reniainder of wrath; and praised be thy mercy 
and goodness, for these seasonable deliverances ! 

that we may know and feel from the greatest to 
the least of us, how good and gracious the Lord 
)s ; that we may from a principle of gratitude de- 
vote ourselves to his service ; that we may for our 
sakes, and for the sake of the nation, practice each 
in our several stations, that righteousness which 
exalteth a nation 1 that we may so believe and live 
that God may dwell among us, and be our God 
for ever, world without end ! 

O divine Saviour, my Lord and my God, I ho» 
nour thee even as I honour the Father. 1 desire 
to testify to all the world that 1 am thy discipla 

1 desire to build my house upon the Rock of ages i 

J 
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O that it may stand against all winds and floods 
which fall upon it. Blessed Ijord^ it is my wish 
and most fervent desire to complete the work I 
have begun for the instruction of the childri^n of 
the poor ; but many hindrances arise ; my infirmi- 
ties are great, and frequent impediments occur. 
O tliat it may please thee by thy Holy Spirit to 
direct, guide, and strengthen oie ; leave me* not to 
my own weak reason, not for a moment, lest I fall 
iiijto sin ! 

O how could I endure the trials, the disap^ 
pointments, the vexations, the sorrows of this life, 
if I had not an eternity of bliss to look forward to? 
and yet this is a goodly world in itself: how beau^ 
tatuUy has the beneficent Creator adorned it ! in 
what abundance does it produce all that is pl^ea^- 
sant to the eye, and good for food '. hut mankind 
have corrupted themselves and defiled their habi- 
tation; they have rendered the earth one scene of 
rapine, injustice, iand wickedness : yet amidst all 
this a faithful remnant remains ; tba church of God 
is still to be found on earth; God still vouchsafes 
to dwell with mea. O if God should withdraw 
his blessing, what would become of this world I 
faow wonderful it is to think of the condescension 
af the Most Highest—" a self-existent Seiti/*^ — 
what a thought is this ! too gi*eat for human facul«» 
lieB to dwell on ; yet such must the great Creator 
1^ J a first Cause there must have been, or how 
xould any thing have come into existence. O if I 
jft^ojiild one day inhabit the regions of eternity, I 
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aiiall, I trust, lie able to comprehend more than 
earthly faculties can reach, of this wonderful Ue* 
jBg ; and I shall converse on his perfections with 
my fellow angels; I shall leara their songs of 
praise ; I shall accompany these blessed spirits la 
their acts of devotion : O what will then be mjr 
transports^ my extacies! and will not my dear 
husband. and children also unite t^ith us? O yes, 
they alt, I trust, will be admitted into the same 
blessed society ; and there we shall again find our 
dearest parents : when I think of heaven I cannot 
but long for the fruition ; but I must wait my ap- 
^inted time* O that I may pass the remainder 
«f my days on earth so as to please my God ; that 
my blessed Redeemer may own me for his disciple* 
O that I and all my dear relations may have in 
our owa foreheads the mark of the Lamb ! 
' On Thursday last, I enjoyed a pleasure of the 
most exalted kind : the sight of the charity chil- 
firen collected in St. FauUs Cathedral ; what a con« 
gregatioii was there ! high and low, rich and poor, 
forming one great assembly, and with united 
voices giving glory to the great Creator ! if some 
wmt without religion in their hearts, from motives 
of cariosity only, numbers must have gone widi 
better views ; to me it appeared a heavenly scene, 
imd I enjoyed extatic and sublime delight, though 
from the great infirmity of my nature, my mind 
was frequently disturbed from that intense devo- 
tion which t))e solemnity demaaded ; and this, I 
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fear, will be the case with me as long as I oontinuil 
in this tabernacle of ciav! ^ ..^ < — — 

I will not faint or grow weary in my pilgrimage 
through the wilderaess of this worlds while I am 
suffered to drini^ of the waters of life fredy. Ail 
I am anxious for is leisure and quietness sufficient 
to {Hirsue my labours. I wish to instruct the rising 
generation of rich as well as pocnr ; 1 want to write 
eometbiog upon the proper method of implanting 
the truths of Christianity from the dawn of rea* 
son ; I want to write something upon the bettering 
the condition of the poor ; in short I haire formed 
plans I fear beyond my power to execute; plans 
that v^ill attach me to this life: but I will endea^ 
vour to moderate my desires even in those things 
which I trust are such as my heavenly Father will 
approve: what I wish for is, to be an humble in- 
strument of hb good Providence ; if be sees fit to 
take me out of this world, I humbly trust he will 
graciously employ me in a better* . 

July 33. Never bad I such clear and compre* 
hensive ideas of an all-go vernhig Providence as I 
have at present ; every page of Sacred History ia^i* 
j^ucts me in this gieat truth, that all events^ even 
tiiose which appear the most trivktl, are under tb^ 
direction of the great Grovernor of the, universe; 
that mankind in their several stations ^re the in<» 
strciments of bis Providence; that he employs them 
according to the uses they are iit for ; the weil^ 
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disposed are subservient to the purposes of hii 
mercy and goodness toward!^ their fellow-crea- 
tures ; the wicked to the purposes of his anger, 
And not unfrequently as unwilling instruments of 
good towards his faithful people. I am very cer-^ 
tain that nothing happens by chance; I therefor^ 
ought to cast off the burden of care which I am 
too apt to encrease« I certainly ought at all times^ 
and on all occasions, to look up with humble con* 
fidence to my heavenly Father, not doubting but 
that he will most certainly help me in time of need^ 
and order all things for my ultimaite good. O 
Lord, with gratitude too great for utterance, I ac- 
knowledge that thou hast hitherto turned every 
apparent misfortune or calamity into a blessing, a 
spiritual blessing. I thankfully acknowledge that 
thou hast sanctified all my sorrows, and taught me 
to know the benefit of afflictions. O most gra<* 
eious God, I know that all thy chastisements hi* 
therto have been tender mercies; and with my 
frhole heart I thank thee for having inflicted them* 
May I ever regard the trials thou mayest yet sea 
fit to allot me in the same light ; but, alas ! whilst 
I am suffering under thy rod, I am too apt to fof-^ 
get thy former loving-kindnesses. O most gra- 
cious Father, how kindly dost thou wean me from 
tiie world, and loosen my affections for its pompsi 
find vanities f nothing in this transitory scene has 
any attractions for me but the beauties of thy won^ 
4et(nl wDrks ifl the visible creation, and the so* 
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cicfty of geod fyeople. Riches and grandeur have 
no charms for me ; all I desire for myself and my 
family are those simple and innocent enjoyments 
which arc suited to those who are pilgrims upoa 
earth, and travelling towards the heavenly Jeru* 
salem. O most gracious Father, to thy most 
merciful and righteous disposal I humbly commend 
all ray affairs, spiritual and temporal, beseeching 
thee to continue to be to me and mine as thou 
^ast hitherto been, a tower of defence against the 
fear of our enemies. Be pleased, O God, to put 
a speedy end to these contentions in which tve are 
at present engaged : nevertheless, not as we will, 
but as thou wilt ! But, O most gracious Father, I 
most earnestly and fervently ask, what thou hast 
promised to bestow on all that ask it through Jesus. 
Christ, the help of thy Holy Spirit. O Lord, for- 
this I would cry day and night unto thee ; but thy 
merciful ear is ever open, and tliou wilt at all 
time& grant this petition. I ask it, O most gra- 
cious Fatlier, in faith ; I ask it for thy dear Son & 
aake ; and not for myself only, hut for every one 
of my dear children of the first and second gene-* 
ration, and those also with whom some of my dear 
children are united in the bands of wedlock. O 
Jjotd, vouch^fe to grant to every one of us the 
spirit to think those things that he rightful, an4 
by thy merciful guidance to perform the samQ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
July. Yesterday my cause came to ^ hearing 
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in the Court of Chancery, and a favourable decree 
nvas given in respect to my claims ; the others are 
referred to a future decision. 

O eternal and ever-blessed Lord God, my hea?* 
venly Father, with a thankful heart' I acknow- 
ledge thy goodness to me in maintaining my right 
and my cause, and I praise thy holy name for this 
and every other blessing thou art pleased to grant 
me. O gracious God, I am unworthy of the least 
of all thy favours ; thou bestowe$t blessings when 
1 deserve punishment ; I receive all as the gift of 
thy bounty ; and I most humbly beseech thee to 
enable me to use all thy good gifts, whether spi- 
ritual or temporal, to thy honour and glory, the 
benefit of my fellow-creatures, and the good of 
my own soul. O be pleased to teach me so to use 
the things of this world, that I may in the world to 
come enjoy true riches. Heavenly treasures ! O 
that I may be found among the children of lights 
when my Lord calls upon me to give an account 
of my stewardship ! O that I may be found to 
have been wi^ in my generation, not as a child 
of this world, but as one of the children of light ! 

Most gracious Father, I presume to entreat 
thee to receive my humble supplications in behalf 
X)f my dear son, who is now afflicted with sickness. 
May it be thy blessed will to restore him. O 
Lord, I pray thee, of thy goodness to spare me 
the sorrow of losing this dear child, who has al- 
ready cost me io many anxious moments ! never- 
theless, n9t my will, but thine be done, I know 



that all thy dispensations are juet and equitable J 
and who is able to direct thy goings. Gracious 
iPather, with all humility, and with entire confix 
dence in thine infinite goodness, I commit myself 
and all who are near and dear to me, to thy di- 
vine protection, trusting in tliy mercy and good- 
ness through Jesus Christ, thy Son, our blessed 
and adorable Redeemer. 

O divine Saviour, blessed Jesiis, my Lord and 
xny God, I have been asking for myself greajt 
things, but I have asked them in thy namue, for 
what am I without thee ? alas, a miserable sinner! 

divine Lord, I now most humbly beseech the^f 
to present my petitions to the throne of grace, witli 
thy all-powerful intercession. O vouchsafe to own 
mie as thy disciple, and grant me that peace which 
l!^6u didst bequeath to thy disciples as thy legacy. 
Lord, I hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
may I be filled ! Lord, 1 long for the water of life ; 
vouchsafe to let me drink from the stream. I de** 
sire the bread which came down from heaven, for 
that I will labour, and not for the meat that pe- 
rishetb. O divine Lord, I will strive to follow 
thy blessed precepts; I will take no thought for 
the morrow, (thy grace assisting me) but will con- 
fine my solicitude to the pressure of the momenta 

1 will seek thy kingdom and the righteousness 
thereof; not doubting but that all things needful 
will by the bounty of Providence be added unta 
xne. May it ever be my delight to do the will of 
xny Father who 29 in jtiefiven 1 
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I am more and more sensible of a particular 
Providence the longer I live in the world. I have 
very lately experienced the truth of it in my own 
family concerns. I have seen it evidently in the 
extraordinary turn of public affairs. O how la- 
mentable it is, that people will willingly shut their 
eyes against conviction ; that they will ascribe tfa« 
events which have lately taken place, and by which 
the nation is happily delivered from impending 
judgments to any cause, rather than the true one I 
why should any mortal man be averse to glorify 
tiis Maker! the universal Lord, the universal 
Governor? God atone knows ; and may he vouch* 
safe to open their eyes, that they may discern hi» 
power and goodness t* for my part my heart over- 
^ws with thankfulness^ and O that I may ever 
feUain a grateful sense of God's unbounded love f 

O Lord, I hope I shall never set my heart on 
ficheSj sbouldst thou ever see fit to allot them to 
Kit ; but who can know what they would do in 
different sitoations? those things are known, O 
God, to thee alone ; and thou dost order all things^ 
for the best, with unerring wisdom and perfecE 
goodness. O most mei^ciful and gracious Father,. 
£rmly believing that thou dost so, I humbly com*- 
mit myself anrd all my dear family into thy hands*, 
beseeching thee to direct all our concerns^ tempos 
f al and eteroral, to one great end, the attainmentk 
of our everlasting happiness in the world tp come. 
Be pleased to guide us in the way which to thee 
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seemelb good^ to lead us to heaven^ and whether 
it may be strewed with thorns or with floiu'ers, en- 
aUe us to walk stedfast and straight in it, neitbet 
turning to the right hand or the left. O most gra*. 
eious Father, with a heavenly inheritance con? 
stantly in vieiv, make us indifferent to the trifles 
of tliis life : whilst we have hopes of dwelling here* 
after with angels in heaven, let us not murmur at 
the inconveniencies of our mortal state. Help us 
to lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run w ith patience 
the race that is set before us. O most gracious 
Father, I love thy commandments above ali 
earthly treasure ; thy word is dearer to my. soiU 
than thousands of gold and silver. — -r- ? — 

Aug. 27- I am ambitious of the esteem of good 
people, and wish to leave a good reputation be- 
huidme: but I would fairly gain it; I never will 
impose upon the world by affecting to be in. apy 
respect what I am not; no, this I dare not do, for 
I know the fate that awaits the hypocrite ; besides, 
I can truly say, that I love truth and sincerity. 
. 1 have this week had a painful task to perform : 
fny friend Mrs. ■ has. lost her* husband by an 
instantaneous stroke of .Providence, as I lost mine ; 
^nd I had the melancholy oiBce of breaking; tiic 
afflicting news to her. This event has recalled Jo 
jDv recollection the greatest trial of my life ; but 
it has also recalled the. greatest mercies, at least 
those which Lmost sensibly CeU.of apy ,Uia$ :we» 



fevei* bestowed upon me ; and by the grace of God 
assisting my weak endeavours, I have been en^ 
abled to comfort my poor friend. I feel my mind 
fatigued with the agitation and the exertion I have 
had occasion to make. — — — . --i — 

•■^^^•^ ffMSl^V ^i^a^i^ M^ia^v ^^^i^^s m^f^^^^ M^i^^iV m^m^^^ BbM^^* b^b^^i^ , 

Augi 27. This is the birth-day of my dear 
; the day which first made me a parent 



most merciful God, vouchsafe to hear my 
hmnble supplications in behalf of my dear child 
on this her natal day. Be pleased to give 
h^ an increase of grace; incline her heart to 
all goodness; cleanse it from whatever is dis- 
pleasing to thee, and make her a bright example 
of-^all that is praiseworthy in a woman pro- 
fessing Christianity ! O spare hier life, if it be thy 
^ood pleasure, that she may train her infant rac^ 
in the ways of righteousness : and O be gracionsly 
pleased, most merciful God, to give to these dear 
children thy heavenly grace, to incline their minds 
to goodness, that they may grow in wisdonr as 
they grow in stature. O most gracious God, 

1 bless and praise thy goodness that I am able 
to . look upon all my children with humble hope 
of their being thine also. Be thou pleased to 
•correct in every one of them whatever thou seest 
to be luniss, and lead them in the way of ever- 
lasting life. O Lord God Almighty, continue to 
them and to mc thy loving-kindness, thy tender 
Compassion, thy all-powerful protection^ thy hea- 

VOL. J I. Z 
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renly benediction. To tbee I humbly commend 
all my concerns, spiritual ftnd temporaL Do 
with noe and mine what seemeth good unto the^ 
and vouchsafe to give us contented minds* 

•Sept. 10.' One hour of the tin»e I u&ually dedi- 
cate to devout meditation is passed away ; and 
fiow, without appearing singular^ I can spQnd but 
a little time in retiremeDl. 

While absent frono^ home I shall hsad but as 
idle life, but I submit to this loss of time, with the 
hope of recruiting my health and strength for 
greater exertions than t have lately been capable 
of; and I hope to profit by the eiipample of the 
worthy friends with whom I am npw staying. -^ 

Sept. 1 7. -Again have* the hours of meditation 
been occupied withcfut an ©pporfconity of retiring 
but I trust they harve not bee» uselessly employed. 
I kave now a pious family, collected together to 
receive instructions from the worthy head of it; 
a true aEfd upright pastor of the flock, committed 
to b-is^ care by his divine Master, Ilia great Shep* 
herd of IsFa^L But I les^ve them only that I maj 
have leisure to recollect the sins and follies o£ th^ 
past week, and to confess them, move particularly 
than I have done with the congregation. *»- -^ 



Oct 4. YestoFday evening I returned hobie 
in safety with my two dear children, and found 
&ose I had left bel^ind me^. when I sot (Wt on 
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iate eicursion, in health and cheerfuii.ess. I shall 

I 

now, if it please God to bless me with health and 
strength, renew my labours, and set niy rhirid to 
encounter the cares which I must expect to meet 

^■■^ «^M^ ^^^^ ^ab^ ^^IM ^^t^m •—— ^d^H •«*>■ m^^^ 

Oct, 8. I sit down with a desire to meditate, 
but whether I shall be able to do it, God only 
knows, for I have been greatly, indisposed ever 
since yesterday evening, atid though I feel relieved 
in a great measure from the pains I last night s.uf- 
fered, I am still far from well. -^ — — — - 

O most gracious Father, it is a mortifying dis- 
appointment to me, to be incapable of pursuing 
my labours for the instruction of the poor, yet far 
be It from me to repine j if it is for my everlasting 
good, or if I am really able to benefit the world, 
thou wilt, I doubt not, graciously rQ3tore me. t 
resign all to thee. But encouraged by thy good- 
ness, I presume to pray, with submission to thy 
good pleasure, that thou wouldst bless the means 
I am making use of for my recovery j that thou 
wouldst spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength before I go lience, and be no more seen. 
O take me not away in the midst of my age ; for-* 
sake me not, O God, when my strength faileth me. 
O may every day thou shalt see fit to add to my 
life be spent in thy service, and may my deaths 
whenever it shall happen, be the death of the 
righteous* 

2SS 
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. During the sleepless hours of the last painful 
night, I thought it not unlikely that my dissolution 
was approaching ; and such may still be the event 
of the complaint which now afflicts me. Till the 
medicines take the desired effect, I cannot think 
myself safe. God only knows, and may his will 
be submitted to without a murmur, however con- 
trary to my own will. Ought I to dread the stroke 
of death, which, though it will separate me from 
what I hold dear upon earth, will, as I humbly 
trust, remove me to heaven, and introduce me to 
that blessed society which it is my ultimate wish 
to join, and what is infinitely more desirable, bring 
me into the presence of my God and Saviour ? — 
1 will not dread it ; — yet I am tempted to cling to 
the present life, from the idea that I can be fur- 
ther useful in my generation. God knows best 
This is a life q£ continual pains, cares, and anxie- 
ties, and dreadful would it be, but for the prospect 
of eternity. I would fain raise my soul to God in 
fervent adoration. The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. 

Oct. 15. The illnes5J which was begun fast 
Sunday increased afterwards, and on Wednesday 
night I had a most violent and painful attack." 
I must not employ myself too much with my pen 
nt this time, lest it occasion a return of those pains 
I have lately felt. 

O niost gracious, most merciful Father, with a 
heart truly sensible of thy goodness, I offer up 
unto thee my grateful thanksgivings for thy late 
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mercies vouchsafed unto me. O Lord, thou hast 
preserved me from death, and, as I humbly trust, 
removed it at a distance from me. Thou alone 
knowest. O if it be thy good pleasure to cut shoi;t 
the remnant of my days, vouchsafe, in thy mercy 
and goodness, to support me under the agonies of 
death, and to receive me into thy heavenly king- 
dom, for the sake of my blessed Redeemer, Jesu;5 
Christ, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost 
be all honour and glory, world without end* 
Amen. 

Oct 22. Another Sabbath is come, and I am 
kept by indisposition from going to church and the 
schools. I hope my illness is upon the decline, 
but on Wednesday last I again suffered great pain 
the whole day, and to-day I have been far from 
easy. I cannot but wish it would please the Al- 
mighty to restore me to*health, that I might again 
endeavour to be useful, but I resolve, his grace 
assisting me, to bear my sickness patiently, however 
long it may continue, and even to resign myself 
to death, if such should be the will of God. 

O most gracious God, I, thy humble servant, 
fully sensible of my own unworthiness, most hum- 
bly beseech thy fatherly goodness to have compas- 
sion upoB me, and to forgive my manifold sins and 
oflfences for Jesus Christ's sake. O Lord, I pray 
thee of thy goodness to restore me to health, if 
such be thy good pleasure ; if not, O vouchsafe to 
reconcile me to the loss of life, and to a separation 
fjTpm all tho^e for whose sake I wish to live. O 
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JLorcl, heavenly Father, tliy wfll, not mine, be 
done. 

O Lord, I pray and beseech thee of thy good- 
ness to grant me, during my abode in this world, 
all things ^needful for my body and my soul, and a 
Jieart to emplqy all thy good gifts agreeably to thy 
holy will and commandments. Continue, I bc-r 
seech thee, to all my dear children thy heavenly 
benediction, and keep them by thy grace in the 
way of everlasting life. O let not Satan prevail 
pgainst any of those whom I have presented to my 
divine Saviour in holy baptism. 

Oct. 2$)- A third Sunday have I stayed from 
church and the schools, on account of indisposir 
tion ; but thanks to Almighty God, my health is 
much mended, and I trust my recovery will soon 
be complete. — — ^ — — ^- ---».-• 

O eternal and ever blessed Lord God Almighty, 
the high and mighty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
the Creator, the Governor, and the Judge of ajl 
men, the most excellent of Beings, I thine un- 
>vortl)y servant, deeply penetrated with a sense 
of thy unspeakable goodness, do render Thee 
most iiumble and grateful thanks for all thy mer? 
cies vouchsafed to me, but particularly fpr those 
thou hast lately granted me. I bless and praise 
thy name for the sufferings thou liast lately in- 
flicted upon me for my soul's good. Yes, O 
gracious God, I see and feci thy mercy and 
Joving kindness in the late dispensation of thy 
Pipyidence to me. Tl^oti hast chastened and Fpf»- 
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rected nae, but Jthou hast not given m6 over unto 
death. Thou hast graciously hearkened, as I 
humbly tmst, to the voice of my supplication, and 
I shall not die, but live to praise andglorify thy 
great nftnie, and do my appointed work. O gra- 
cious and merciful Father, enable me, I beseech 
thee, by thy grace to persevere in the good resc* 
lutions which thy chastisements have instructed 
me to make. 

Nov. 3. Again am I detained from attending 
public worship, not by ill health, but by the bad* 
ness of the weathar, whicli makes n}^ fearful of 
catching cold, but next Sunday 1 hope to go to 
church, and partake of the Sacrament of the Lord s 
Supper. I have not been entirely free from the 
complaint in my stomach till to-day, but 1 have 
not yet felt any pain, an^i (I judge from symptoms) 
that the cause is in a great measure removed. 
How thankful ought I to be to God for his unde- 
served mercy and goodness ! To-morrow I hope to 
rene^' my labours, and may the Holy Spirit guide 
and direct me. 

O most gracious Father, since thou hast been 
pleased to hfeal my body, vouchsafe to heal my soul 
also ; purify it from all defilement by the sanetifi- 
cation of thy Holy Spirit. O Lord God, my Sa* 
viour and Redeemer, with renewed health I renew 
my resolutions to serve thee, as thy disciple, with 
encreased zeal. O be pleased to strenjt'ien me, 
that X may fulfil these resolutions, by striving to 
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do the will of my heavenly father, according to 
thy divine precepts and blessed example. Vouch- 
safe to guide and lead me, and keep me back from 
all that is contrary to my Christian profession. 
Let not the world lay hold of my heart in any 
way ; preserve me from the temptations of Satan, 
and help my infirmities. O let me ever keep in 
view the high prize of my calling, nor suffer any 
thing to draw my mind from it Let me con- 
stantly remember that I am a stranger and pil- 
grim upon earth, as all my fathers were; that 
here I have no abiding city, but seek one to come, 
where thou, O divine and beloved Saviour, reign- 
est in glory, and from which thou wilt descend at 
the end of the world, bringing all thy holy angels 
with thee, to gather together thine elect from the 
four quarters of the earth. O that I may be found 
ftmong the blessed number that shall be received 
by thee, and translated into this glorious king^ 
dom. 

Nov. 1 3. After an absence of a month, I am 
once more going to join the congregation to which 
I belong, and to receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. I most earnestly desire to go to 
this holy feast with the true wedding garment, bu| 
J am conscious of many sins, s^nd much infirmity t 



I went to church as I intended, and a great 
pleasure it vvas to me to be pijce more in the house 
0fGo4 
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Last Monday I resumed my pen as I purposed, 
and wrote a little, but it fatigued me greatly, and 
I was unable to pursue the employment. 

Dec. 14. I am this day going to London, in 
order to make a solemn affidavit, that to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, the bonds I am claim- 
ing under were never paid. This I can do with a 
safe conscience, but I wish to go with a heart so 
properly disposed in respect to this business, that 
when I take a solemn oath, God may regard it, 
and approve the act. — — -^ — — 

O most great and glorious God, the Creator 
and Governor of all things, I adore thy divine 
Majesty, and acknowledge that thou art Lord of 
all things, and that thy Providence governs all 
events. What infinite condescension it is in such 
a Being, to concern himself even in the trifling 
affairs of sinful men ! Lord, I know and confess 
that I am not worthy of the least of thy mercies ; 
but encouraged by thy gracious promises, I have 
presumed to commit my cause to thee, and thou 
bast hitherto appeared to guide and to direct the 
3teps of those who are the instruments of thy good 
Providence in this matter. This day am I to make 
a solemn appeal to thee for the truth of my deal- 
ings. O vouchsafe to hear me from heaven, thy 
dwelling-place, and bless and direct me. Lord, 
I would not dare to utter falsehood before thee ; 
J pray and beseech thee of thy goodness to grant 
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me thy grace, that I iimy in all things obey thy 
blessed will ; aod, O most merciful God| I earo* 
estly beseech thee. to dispose my heart, to receive 
as becomes thy creature, whatever thy Providence 
HI this matter shall decree me. Lord, it is not on 
the comisels of men that I depend ; my trust is in 
thee alone. May thy blessed will be done by me 
and mine on earth, and hereafter in heaven to end- 
less ages. 

Dec. 31. I am now come to the conclusion of 
another year, and will close it with thankful ac- 
knowledgment of the great and manifold mercies 
and favours, which have been bestowed upon* me 
by the Giver of all goodness* It has been, in 
many respects, a year of great cares and difficult 
ties, but the cares have in general been removed, 
and the difficulties overcome, through the merciful 
goodness of an over-ruling Providence. I liave at 
Uiis Ume an accumulation of similar cares and dif« 
ficulties, but I think of former mercies, and put 
my trust in God, and my soul is at peace. 

I'he most signal personal mercies I recollect 
have been the preservation of my life in my late 
illness; my escaping almost unhurt when I fell 
down stairs ; and the prospect of a speedy and fa* 
vourable termination to my law-suit I have re- 
ceived numberless mercies besides, which have left 
a deep impression of gratitude upon my mind. I 
have also cause to be thankful for innumerable 
mercies to the various branches of my family, tor 
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these mercies have rdSeoted on me through that 
strong affection for my dear cbildren, which will 
^e?er make me a partaker of their joys and sorrowe. 



O Lord^ I beseech thee to accept Irom thy &utb» 
ful, though weak servant, the tribute of sincere and 
humble thanksgiving, for all thy known and un- 
known favours, mercies, blessings, and deliver- 
ances, which thou hast abundantly bestowed upon 
me, and my dear family, in the course of the last 
year. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and let all 
that is within me bless his holy name. Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his mer- 
cies. O who can sufficiently declare the goodness 
of the Lord ? and what am I, that the Lord should 
so regard me ? 

Divine and adorable Saviour, to thee am I 
indebted for every thing; without thy mediation, 
I could not hope for pardon and peace, for life 
and felicity, in the regions of bliss. To thee, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be all ho* 
nour and glory, world without end. Amen. 



Another portion of that time which serves to 
measure human life is now come to a period. 
Fiftyrseven vears Iiave I passed upon earth, and 
almost thirty of them did I pass in matrimonial 
l^nion. with tae be^ and teadecest of hii$bandst 
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Then it pleased God to separate lis ; bat I look 
forward to a world in which we shall, I hope, 
Again meet, and in which our lives will not be 
measured by days, weeks, months, and years, but 
when thousands and thousands of ages have been 
• {>assed in uninterrupted felicity, we may still ex- 
pect an endless succession. O what a vast ide« 
IS that of eternity — too big for humpn compre- 
hension } 



THi: EN1>. 
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